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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STaTe OF THE SKILLED LaBour MARKET. 

The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the * Labour Gazette ” :— 

Employment in most of the industries for which returns have 
been received shows an improvement in April, as compared with 
March. Owing, however, mainly to a falling off in mining, the 
percentage of unemployed in all the urions making returns 
remains unchanged. 

In the 84 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
386,627, making returns, 25,174 (or 65 per cent.) are reported 
as unemployed at the end of April, compared with the same per- 
centage in March, and 61 per cent. in the 45 unions making 
returns for April 1894. 

Coal Mining returns received from the owners of 1,004 pits, 
employing 249,768 men, show that the average weekly number of 
days worked during April was 4°46, compared with 4°93 in March 
and 4°61 in April 1894. 

Iron Mining.—The average weekly number of days worked 
at 92 iron mines, employing 12,418 workpeople in April was 5:4 
as compared with 5°6 in the previous month. : 

In the Pig Iron industry the number of furnaces in blast owned 
by the ironmasters making returns has risen from 281 at the end 
of March to 283 at the end of April. The number of persons 
employed remained about the same. 
vs At 228 Steel and Tinplate work:, Rolling Mills and Puddiing 
Furnaces from whic returns have been received, it appears that 
59,060 workpeople were employed at the end of April, a decreaze 
of 4:5 per cent. compared with April 1894. The greatest falling 
off in the number employed was in the ‘Tin Plate industry, where 
it amounted to 7°7 per cent. 

An improvement is reported in the Engineering and kindred 
trades, the percentage of unemployed Union members at the end 


of April being 7:2, compared with 78 for March and 8°5 for 
April 1894, 
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The Shipbuilding trades have also improved, the percentage of 
unemployed Union members having fallen from 12°4 to 12:1, 
compared with 13-3 per cent. in April 1894. 

An improvement has taken place in the chief branches of 
the Building trades. The percentage of unemployed Union 
members has fallen from 4°9 to 3:3, compared with 2°8 in April 
1894. 

All branches of the Furnishing and Woodworking trades have 


still further improved during the month and the percentage of 
unemployed has fallen from 4*7 to 3°4, compared with 3:2 in the 
corresponding month of last year. 

The Printing and Bookbinding trades are not so well employed 
asin March. The percentage of unemployed Union members is 
5:4, compared with 4°9 last month, and 5°0 in April 1894. 

The ready-made Clothing trade is busy in most centres, 
overtime in some cases being worked. 

The wholesale Boot and Shoe trade was greatly affected during 
most of April by the late dispute. At the end of the month 
employment was plentiful except in the centres of the heavy 
trade. 

Employment in the Cotton trade has somewhat improved. 
especially in the weaving branch, which is well employed. 

Employment in the Woollen trade has improved in nearly all 
branches. The Worsted trade is reported to be still improving, 
weavers being in demand. 

Information received from 240 Textile Mills employing about 
43,000 women and girls, shows that 84 per cent. were in mills 
giving full employment at the end of April compared with 62 per 
cent. for March. 

The number of Seamen shipped at the principal ports durin 
the month was 2 per cent. less than in the previous month, | 
9-1 per cent. less than in April 1894. 

Trade Disputes—The number of fresh disputes occurring in 
April was 83, as compared with 49 in March, and 113 in April 
1894. Twenty-eight of these disputes occurred in the building 
trades, 15 in the metal trades, 19 in the mining and quarrying 
industries, 6 in the textile trades, 5 in the shipbuilding trade, 2 in 
connection with dock labour, 1 in the boot and shoe trade, and 
7 in miscellaneous industries. In 72 out of the 83 disputes, 
11,215 persons were affected. 

Sixteen old disputes, affecting about 47,580 persons, were 
settled during April, and at the end of the month it was known 
that 26 new and 21 old disputes, involving about 6,000 persons, 
were still unsettled. 

Changes in Wages.—During April nearly 210,000 persons 
were affected by changes in wages, compared with 113,600 in 
March and 15,750 in February. This large total includes nearly 
200,000 miners in Northumberland, Durham, and Scotland, whose 
wages were reduced. The number of workpeople whose wages 
were increased during April was 8,500, including 6,650 building 
operatives, 
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Boarp oF TRADE ComMITTEE ON IMPORTATION OF 
PRISON-MADE Goops. 

A committee, consisting of the Right Hon. Lord Thring, 
K.C.B. (Chairman); Col. the Hon. F. C. Bridgeman, M.P.; Mr. 
H. J. Roby, M.P.; Mr. Batty Langley, M.P.; Col. Howard 
Vincent, C.B., M.P.; Mr. A. E. Bateman, C.M.G.; Mr. E. J. 
Ruggles-Brise ; and Mr. Horace Seymour, has been appointed 
by the President of the Board of Trade to enquire into the extent 
to which goods made in foreign prisons are imported into: this 
country, and to report whether any, and if so, what steps can be 
taken effectually to restrict the importation of such goods. 

Sittings are now being held for the taking of evidence. 

Any persons in a position to lay before the committee well- 
authenticated evidence likely to be of service in their enquiry, 
especially those concerned in industries regarded as particularly 
affected by the importation in question, are invited to communicate 


with the Secretary, Mr. J. G. Willis, at the Bourd of Trade, S.W. 


AND Trarric Act, 1888. 

The following amendment in regard to the classification of 
merchandise traffic and schedules of maximum rates has been 
made by the Board of Trade in pursuance of the above-mentioned 
Act :— 

Whereas applications have been made to the Board of Trade, 
on behalf of all the railway companies in the United Kingdom, 
to amend the classification of merchandise traffic and Schedules 
of Maximum Rates and Charges, fixed in pursuance of the above- 
mentioned Act, by adding to Class 5 of the said classification, the 
following articles and things, viz. :— 

1. Typewriters, 
2. Cash-registering machines. 

And whereas the Board of Trade have heard the parties in 
support of and in opposition to the application, so far as it related 
to tyrewriters, and there being no opposition to the said appli- 
cation relating to cash-registering machines. 

Now, therefore, the Board of Trade; in pursuance of the powers 
in them vested by the provisions of section 24 sub-section (11) of 
the above-mentioned Act, do hereby determine and order that 
the classification of merchandise traffic and Schedules of Maximum 
Rates and Charges, confirmed by the Acts of Parliament set out 
in the Schedule to this Order, be amended in manner following, 
that is to say :—By adding to— 

Class 3.—Typewriting machines, in parts, packed, 
Class 4.—Typewriting machines, fitted, packed. 
Class 5.—Typewriting machines, e.o.h.p. 
Class 5.—Cash-registering machines. 

Dated this 26th day of April, 1895. 


CourTENAY Boy te, 
Secretary, Board of Trade, 


A2 


| 
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The Schedule contains the titles of the various Rates and 
Charges Order Confirmation Acts, 1891 and 1892. 

Note.—Section 24 sub-section (11) of the Railway and Canal 
Traffic Act, 1888, provides that “every determination of the 
“ Board of Trade under this sub-section shall forthwith be 
“ published in the “ Londun Gazette” and shall take effect as 
“ from the date of the publication thereof.” 

The determination above set out was published in the “ London 
Gazette,” date] April 30, 1895. 


Factory Worksop Act, 1878 (41 Vict. c. 16 s. 33). 


The following order under the Factory and Workshop Act, 
1878 (41 Vict. c. 16. s. 33.) was gazetted on the 26th March 
last :— 


Lime Washing, &c.:— Order of the Secretary of State 
Granting Special Exemption. 


Whereas the Factory and Workshop Act, 1878, section 33, as 
amended by the Factory and Workshop Act, 1891, provides as 
follows :— 

For the purpose of securing the observance of the requirements 
of this Act as to cleanliness in every factory, all the inside walls 
of the rooms of a factory, and all the ceilings or tops of such 
rooms (whether such walls, ceilings, or tops be plastered or not), 
and all the passages and staircases of a factory, if they have not 
been painted with oil or varnished once at least within seven 
years, shall be lime-washed once at least within every fourteen 
months, to date from the period when last lime-washed ; and if 
they have been so painted or varnished shall be washed with hot 
water and soap once at least within every fourteen months, to 
date from the period when last washed : 

And whereas the Right Honourable Sir William Vernon Har- 
court, one of Her Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, did, by 
order dated the 20th December 1882, direct that the regulations 
in section 33 should not apply to foundries : 

And whereas it has been proved to my satisfaction that, as 
regards such foundries, the said order shonld be amended : 

Now I, the Right Honourable Herbert Henry Asquith, one of 
Her Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, do, by this Order, 
rescind so much of the said Order of the 20th December 1882, as 
relates to foundries, and I hereby grant to foundries, being non- 
textile factories or workshops, a special exception that the regu- 
lations in section 33 of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1878, 
shall not apply thereto, subject to the following proviso :— 

That, if any foundry is not in a cleanly state, an inspector 
may, by written notice, require the occupier to limewash or wash 
the same ; and, in the event of the occupier failing to comply 
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with such requisition within two months from the date of the 
notice, the special exception shall cease to apply to such foundry. 
This order will come into effect on the 30th March 1895. 


Whitehall, H. H. AsquiTuH. 
19th March 1895. 


OrriciAL ENQUIRIES UNDER THE BorteR Expnosions Act. 


Boiler Explosion at Welsh House Fuel Company's Works, 
Newport, Mon. 


A formal investigation was held at Newport on ‘the 27th April, 
into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at the 
Welsh House Fuel Company’s works, on the 12th February last. 

The boiler, one of the vertical type, was fitted with a mushroom 
safety valve with a spindle extending two inches beyond its guide. 
It was purchased second-hand in 1891, and the owners were 
unaware of its age. They examined and tested it by hydraulic 
pressure, subsequently working it at a pressure of about 66 lbs. 
per square inch, 

The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure, 
the safety valve being at the time inoperative and that the steam- 
gauge being frozen misled the attendant as to the pressure in the 
boiler. 

They found that the owners should have examined and satisfied 
themselves that the safety valve was properly constructed and 
that the attendant should have frequently lifted it to see that it 
was free. The Court found that the pressure at which the boiler 
was worked was excessive and that the firebox was not gauged 
nor were any calculations as to the strength of the boiler made by 
the owners. 

The owners were found to blame for the explosion and they 
were ordered to pay ten pounds (10/.) towards the costs of the 
investigation. 


Boiler Explosion at Cape Hill Board Schools, Smethwick, 
Birmingham. 


A formal investigation was held at Smethwick on the 24th, 
25th, and 26th April, into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a boiler at the Cape Hill Board Schools on the 
10th February last, whereby loss of life ensued. 

The boiler which formed part of a high-pressure hot-water 
apparatus used for heating the schools, was fitted with a leaden 
plug nipped in between two plates with holes in them. This 
plug was intended to blow out when the apparatus was subjected 
to excessive pressure, and it blew out on the 9th February. The 
apparatus was also fitted with a four-way connection for filling 
it, and by the introduction of an instrument called a “ plunger ” 
it could be pumped up so that when full, the water would flow 
from this connection. 
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When the plug blew out the makers of the apparatus were 
unable to send one of their men to replace the leaden disc and 
to refill it. The services of a hot-water engineer were obtained 
and he undertook to put the apparatus in working order, A disc 
three times as thick as the previous one, was fitted and water was 
pumped into the apparatus by means of an ordinary force pump 
and brass nozzle. About half-an-hour after the pumping was 
finished the fire was lit, and about an hour and a half afterwards 
the boiler exploded. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure 
of steam in the boiler owing to the apparatus not having been 
properly filled. They exonerated the School Board from blame, 
but they found that the manufacturers of the apparatus should 
have supplied a plunger with it, and that they should have issued 
instructions as to its use for filling the boiler when necessary. 
The Court were also of opinion that the apparatus should have 
been fitted with a safety valve. 

The Court found that the hot-water engineer should not have 
increased the thickness of the leaden disc. 

The Court ordered the director of the company by whom the 
apparatus was supplied to pay 30/., and the hot-water engineer 
to pay 5/,, towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


Boiler Explosion at Loch Mill, Linlithgow. 


A formal investigation was held at Linlithgow on the 30th 
April into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at 
the Loch Mill, Linlithgow, on the 5th April, whereby loss of life 
ensued, 

The boiler was a cast-iron cylinder with dished ends. It was 
about 8 ft. in diameter and 9 ft. high, and it was used in connec- 
tion with a Lancashire boiler for boiling esparto grass. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the pressure of 
steam in the boiler being higher than it was capable of bearing, 
and that blame attached to the owner, who was ordered to pay 
251. towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


Boarp or TRADE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Dirk 
Dirks, master, and silver medals and a sum of 2/. each to Jan 
Poets, Hinderikus Bleeker, and Fritz Salge, pilot assistants, of 
the pilot schooner “ Emden,” of Emden, in recognition of their 
services in rescuing the crew of the “ Precurseur,” of Hull, which 
was abondoned in the North Sea on the 30th December last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Emile 
Prodo, master, and silver medals to Jean B. Delhom, and Joseph 
Huret, seamen, of the French fishing boat “ Emile et Alice” of 
Dunkirk, in recognition of their services to the crew of the fishing 
smack “Annie” of Ramsgate, which was disabled in the North 


Sea on the 24th January last. 
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The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Erik 
Holmberg, master of the barque “ August,” of Timra, Sweden, in 
recognition of his kindness and humanity to members of the 
shipwrecked crew of the sailing ship “ Rialto” of Liverpool, 
which was abandoned in the North Atlantic Ocean on the 
10th February last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded silver medals for gallantry 
in saving life at sea to Mr. Frank P. Whitehead, chief officer of 
the steamship “Norham Castle” of London, and Robert P. G. 
Ferries, apprentice of the barque “ Fascadale” of Glasgow, in 
recognition of their gallant services in connection with the rescue 
of the crew of the latter vessel, which was wrecked off the coast 
of Natal on the 7th February last. 


Tue STANDING OF CoMMERCIAL Houses IN ROUMANIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, a despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at Bucharest, 
enclesing an extract from the “Curierue Financiar” of the 
7th April, giving certain information as to whom foreign com- 
’ mercial houses should address themselves when asking for parti- 
culars as to the trustworthiness or standing of agents or houses in 
Roumania. 

It appears that at a general meeting of the Bucharest Chamber 
of Commerce, Messrs. Charles Fiala and J. Nicolesco have been 
authorised to open an office of reference under the direct control 
of the Chamber cf Commerce where accurate information can 
be obtained by merchants who have business dealings with 
Roumania. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office —The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply locomotive boilers and duplicates. The conditions of 
contract may be obtained on application to the Director-General 
of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be 
delivered at that office by 2 o’clock p.m, on Tuesday the 21st May 
1895, after which time no tender will be received. 

Office of Works-—The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Works 
and Public Buildings are prepared to receive tenders for the 
erection of a postmen’s sorting office at Barnes, S.W. 

Bills of quantities have been prepared for the use of the 
builders by Messrs. Hunt and Steward (45, Parliament Street) 
and together with forms of tender may be obtained at Her 
Majesty’s Office of Works, 12, Whitehall Place, S.W., on pay- 
ment of one guinea. The sums so paid will be returned to those 
persons who send in tenders in conformity with the condiiions 
specified below. 

The Commissioners do not hold themselves responsible for the 
accuracy of the quantities, nor do they bind themselve to aecept 
the lowest or any tender. 
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Drawings, specification, and a copy of the conditions and form 
of contract may be seen on application to Mr. Tanner, at 15, 
Whitehall Place. Tenders are to te delivered before 12 o’clock 
noon, on Tuesday the 21st May, addressed to the Secretary 
H.M. Office of Works, &c., 12, Whitehall Place, London, S.W., 
and endorsed “ Tender for Barnes Sorting Office.” 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Works and Public 
Buildings are prepared to receive tenders for the enlargement of 
the post office at Newmarket. 

Drawings, specification, and a copy of the conditions and form 
of contract may be seen on application to the Postmaster. 

Bills of quantities have been prepared for the use of the 
builders by Mr. W. H. Strudwick, 14, Parliament Street, S.W., 
and, together with forms of tender, may be obtained at Her 
Majesty’s Office of Works, 12, Whitehall Place, S.W., on payment 
of one guinea. The sum so paid will be returned to those 
persons who send in tenders in conformity with the conditions 
specified below. The Commissioners do not hold themselves 
responsible for the accuracy of the quantities, nor do they bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 

Tenders are to be delivered before 12 o'clock noon, on Tuesday 
the 28th May, addressed to the Secretary, Her Majesty’s Office 
of Works, &c., 12, Whitehall Place, London, S.W., and endorsed 
** Tenders for Newmarket Post Office Enlargement.” 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspector of weights and measures has, durin 
the month of April 1895, passed the examination provided f or 
the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889, viz. :— 

Walter Dawson - - - Sheffield. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF LITHOGRAPHY AT PARIS. 


A communication, dated the 6th May, has been received from 
the Foreign Office enclosing copy of a letter, accompanied by a 
printed pamphlet, which has been forwarded to Her Majesty’s 
Embassy at Paris, by the president of a proposed international 
exhibition to be held this year at Paris to Seeds the centenary 
of lithography, and in which the co-operation of British artists and 
workmen is invited. 

The exhibition, which opens on the 15th August next, and closes 
on the 30th November, is under the patronage of the Minister of 
Public Instruction and Fine Arts, &c., and the Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, of Posts, and Telegraphs. It will 
comprise six principal sections :—(1.) History of lithography ; (2.) 
Artistic lithography ; (3.) Scientific lithography; (4.) Industrial 
lithography; (5.) Lithographic materials; and (6.) Industries 
connected with lithography. 
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I]--IMPORTS OF HAY INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


With reference to previous notifications in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” the following statement of the quantity of hay imported 
into the United Kingdom during the month of April and the 
fcur months ended 30th April 1895, together with the corre- 
sponding figures for 1894, has been prepared from particulars 
supplied to the Board of Trade by Her Majesty’s Customs :— 


| : Four months ended 
| Month of April 30th April 
Countries. | 

| 1895. 1894. | 1895. 1894. 
| Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Russia, North 19 3,804 55 23,494 
» South - - - | — 317 — 997 
Norway - - - - 67 415 321 1,938 
Denmark - 163 592 320 2,795 
Germany - . - - 40 452 109 1,603 
Holland - - - - 763 1,373 1,711 6,762 
Belgium - - - - 39 557 47 1,546 
France - - - - 923 344 3,446 1,758 
Italy 125 _ 125 
Turkey, European - - 267 370 
Algeria - - - 572 8,576 190 
Cape of Good Hope - 

Victoria - - - 10 

New South Wales - - 4 = 4 — 
New Zealand - - — 22 
Canada - - - - 110 795 1,784 5,958 
Newfoundland - 13 23 
United States of America - - 5,256 25,833 15,341 84,208 
Argentine Republic - - 165 56 476 525 
Total -  -| 8121 } 35,560 | 27,200 | 135,404 


The total quantity of hay imported into the United Kingdom 
in 1893 amounted to 263,050 tons, and in 1894 to 254,214 tons. 
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IIL—THE COAL FIELDS OF NORTHERN EUROPE. 


The “ Journal des Débats,” in its issue of the 17th April, publishes 
an article on the subject of the coal-fields under the Channel, and 
the large coal area of Europe. The “Journal” says although at 
the present time much attention is being paid to the gold-mines 
of the Transvaal, there is other mineral wealth nearer home 
which deserves some attention. As a matter of fact new coal 
deposits have recently been discovered under the Channel ; these 
beds are of considerable importance. In England general interest 
has been aroused in the recently discovered deposits. 

At Dover a commencement has been made with the channel 
works. Later the idea was mooted of utilising these pits as places 
for discovery, and boring operations have been carried on to a 
depth of 370 metres. 

The coal deposits are under the jurassic formation. Boring 
was continued to the depth of 730 metres without the end 
of the coal formation being found. Through this mass of 350 
metres there were discovered two beds of workable coal forming 
a total thickness of 8 metres in almost horizontal layers. This 
is a coal of the kind corresponding to that of the upper region 
of the medium zone of the Pas de Calais, an excellent coal, and 
one bearing favourable comparison with that of the northern 
collieries of France. The analyses of M. Walleyne, chief 
engineer of the mines at Mons, and an examination by M. Zeiller, 
engineer in chief, Professor at the Parisian Mining School, leave 
no room for doubt on this point. The Dover mines will someda 
become a new and powerful support to the mineral wealth of 
England, and like those of Newcastle-on-Tyne and Cardiff they 
will be close to the sea. 

As regards France it would perhaps be desirable to establish new 
collieries. ‘The quantity of coal extracted is very far from that 
consumed. There are imported each year into France from 
Belgium or England 12,000,000 tons of coal, representing a 
value of 6,000,000/., which are lost to the nation. Further, the 
prices of the coal and long distances it is carried place the 
industry in a certain degree of inferiority, compared with the 
English, as regards the establishment of the sale prices of different 
manufactured articles. In England, coal forms an article of 
export to the entire world, and the low rates of the return freight 
is also an advantage for shipping. 

The last geological works show that the English beds at Dover 
are continued at Calais. It is the same bed which, traversing 
the Channel, is to be found in the north of France and Belgium. 
The continuity of the coal area has been vouched for in England 
and in France by MM. Potier of the Institute, Olry, Duparegq, 
Bertrand, Parent, Gosselet, G. Dollfus, Lapparent, &c. 

As regards northern and central Europe, immense forests 
extended over a large area, and, sinking gradually into the waters 
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and under the enormous calcareous deposits of several hundred 
metres thickness, they changed into coal. This carboniferous 
belt has been traced from Ireland to the heart of Germany, over 
an extent of 800 kilométres. The northern collieries of France 
form part of this vast zone. In fact, the basin of Northern 
France has its point of departure in Westphalia. The Ruhr 
basin is the commencement, and here are situated Dortmund, 
Bochum, and Essen, over a length of more than 100 kilométres, 
with a breadth exceeding 34 kilométres. The same beds appear 
at Aix-la-Chapelle and Worms, and extend to the celebrated 
Lidge basin, which, after stretching towards Namur, widens out 
towards Charleroi, extending to Mons, where it is 13 kilométres 
wide, and worked to a depth of 1,300 metres without touching 
bottom. This important carboniferous basin penetrates also the 
Department du Nord, near Valenciennes, and stretches over a 
considerable area to Auzin, at Aniche. Its full extent is not yet 
known in the Auzin concessions. Thence the coal area is 
continued towards Donai, where it deviates towards the north. 
It is at this point that there are to be found the fine workings of 
Escarpelle, Dourges, Courritres, Lens, Noeux, Marles, &. There 
the belt narrows and appears to stop at Flechmilles to the south 
of the Aire. Its terminating point is situated 54 kilométres 
distance from Calais. ‘There are to be met, it is true, some 
branches, in the Boulonnais, of rough coal, the working of which 
is about to be undertaken by a Calais-Boulogne coal company. 

To take up again the large belt of Westphalia, Belgium, and 
France, it is necessary to go to the north of the Mendip Hills, 
180 kilométres from Dover. ‘There several workings are to be 
met with, notably those situated in the Severn, until we come to 
Wales, Cardiff, and Swansea, and the zone plunges under the sea. 

The geological features of the Boulonnais, the gulf at the 
Straits of Calais misled the geologists for many years, but 
following the investigations of Godwin Austen, which go back to 
1856, it was hoped to find the great zone which traverses Europe 
in an inclined plane from Ireland to Westphalis. These hopes 
have become realised since the soundings at Dover, the bed 
traverses the Channel and the first attempts confirmed the views 
of the geologists. The “Journal des Debats” adds—* We shall 
“ have at Calais what the Iinglish have at Dover. An exploring 
“ company has been organised, and we hope that the result of 
their researches will shortly be made known. The appearance of 
« goal near Calais will be at once a source of great local revenue 
“* for the much neglected though fine port of Calais and a great 
‘¢ increase to the national wealth.” 


506 GERMAN COMMERCIAL CREDIT IN RUSSIA. [May 1895. 


IV.—GERMAN COMMERCIAL CREDIT IN RUSSIA. 


The following information respecting German commercial 
credit in Russia is extracted from the last report of the United 
States Consul General at Frankfort. 

The steadiness with which the export of German chemicals, 
machinery, metals, and silk and woollen goods were not only 
maintained, but actually increased, during the eight months of the 
recent tariff war, and the enormously increased exports to Russia 
in all lines of trade which began immediately on the conclusion of 
the commercial treaty two months ago, have attracted expert 
attention to the fundamental trade relations which exist between 
the two countries, and especially to the terms of payment and 
conditions of credit which are offered by German exporters to 
Russian purchasers. That these conditions are satisfactory to the 
Russians is proven by their eagerness to purchase German 
merchandise ; that the net result is satisfactory to the Germans is 
evinced by the enterprise and persistence with which they seek to 
extend and develop their Russian trade. 

What, then, is the system of sales and credits which has enabled 
the German exporters, in spite of differential daties, strained 
political relations between the two countries, and the competition 
of rival nations to acquire and maintain such a commanding lead 
in the markets of Russia. From all that appears, there is in it 
nothing abnormal or mysterious, German supremacy in Russian 
trade is the simple result of good sense, patience, thoroughness, 
and energy applied to business aftairs under conditions peculiarly 
favoured by racial and geographical relations. The winning 
factors have been first, the German system of long and elastic 
credits, and, secondly, the superior knowledge, skill, and industry 
of the agents who exhibit, advertise, and sell German goods in 
Russia. 

The conditions upon which the credit system is based are 
rational and obvious. Russia is a country of vast area, poor in 
capital, but with enormons undeveloped resources. The people 
are generally ignorant, trusting, more or less improvident, and 
unskilled in the fine details of commercial economy. Such people 
naturally welcome and cling to foreign merchants who come 
among them, speak their language, study and supply their wants, 
and give them, in return, easy terms and long credits. It is the 
old story which has been so often exemplified in the dealings of 
England with people less advanced—the willingness of the buyer 
to pay a high price to a seller who will discover his real wants, 
provide for them better than the purchaser can do for himself, and 
wait a long time for his money. 

All this the Germans have been doing for the past 20 years in 
Russia. They began by bartering for and buying largely of the 
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raw products of Russia-grain, hides, timber, wool, animals, flax and 
minerals. Then they introduced and taught the Russian farmers 
how to use improved implements and machinery. Clothing of all 
kinds, ladies’ dress goods, and a large variety of articles of luxury, 
were similarly introduced in the cities and larger towns. Every 
want and need of the people, known and unknown hitherto, were 
studied and provided for. The goods were delivered generally on 
a credit of three months; then if the buyer were unable to pay, 
the credit was extended without interest or undue pressure to six 
and even nine months, and this, in general terms, is the usage 
which prevails to-day in a large class of transactions. 

Most German manufacturers who export largely to Russia have 
their own agents established at Moscow or St. Petersburg. These 
agents have in their employ skilled travelling salesmen, who 
speak ihe Russian language as well as German, and who are able 
to push the trade of their principals in a systematic and effective 
manner. Sales are uniformly made on bills of acceptance for six 
months without interest, and the German exporter reckons seven 
months as the average interval between the date of his invoice and 
the receipt of his money. Russian houses of first-rate standing 
and ample capital buy usually at three months’ credit, and there 
are afew which are able to pay cash on foreign invoices of 
standard goods, but these cases are exceptional. The average 
credit is for six months, and buyers who receive shorter terms 
than this are granted discounts in proportion to the promptness of 
their payments. 

The facilities which are open to exporters who have not their 
own special agents in Russia for ascertaining the standing and 
credit of customers are rather primitive, judged by modern 
standards. Ordinarily, a German manufacturer, on receiving a 
direct order from a Russian importer, applies to his local banker, 
or to one of the two commercial agencies who have offices 
throughout the Empire and furnish reference in all countries, to 
ascertain the financial standing and business character of his 
would-be customer. The bank makes an informal inquiry 
through its Russian correspondents, and if the reports are 
favourable, the goods are shipped, generally on a credit of six 
months without interest. There is none of the drawing at sight 
against bills of lading; none of the cash-order business, which 
prevails so largely in the United States. The Russian purchaser 
is not required or expected to pay in advance for goods that he 
has not seen. If the purchaser fails to pay, as is sometimes the 
case, the seller has great difficulty in enforcing his claim, for the 
Russian laws and legal processes are cumbrous, primitive, and 
difficult to enforce in the interest of a foreigner. Millions of 
German money have been lost in this way, to offset the many 
more millions which have been made, but as the prices charged 
have been generally high in proportion to the risk incurred, the 
Germans have come out a long way ahead on the general account 
and they are recognised as the only commercial people who are 
never weary of giving the Russians credit. 
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To all this must be added certain geographical and racial 
conditions, which alone, other circumstances being equal, would 
have been practically decisive in favour of the Germans. In the 
first place, the two countries are contiguous, and are divided, for 
several hundred miles, by a common frontier. St. Petersburg, 
Riga, and other Baltic ports are connected, by easy and cheap 
navigation during the greater part of the year, with Kénigsberg, 
Stettin, and Dantzig, on the Baltic, and with Hamburg and 
Bremen on the North Sea. There is in the Baltic provinces of 
Russia a large German population, many of whom are bankers, 
merchants, and traders of various grades, and nearly all of whom 
have direct family and business relations with Germany. Most 
Russians who have any education beyond the merest rudiments 
speak German, and hundreds of young Germans are sent every 
year to complete their business education in a Russian bank or 
counting-house, where they obtain a practical knowledge of the 
Russian language and business methods, and are prepared for 
effective and profitable service in extending the trade of Germany 
and Russia. Finally, the two countries are naturally and 
inevitably, not only in geographical but in an economic sense, the 
complement of each other. Russia has an immense area, sparsely 
peopled, with boundless undeveloped resources, limited capital, a 
large annual product of raw materials, and but few manufactures. 
Germany, on the other hand, lying just beyond the frontier, has 
a dense population, ample capital, diverse and highly developed 
manufactures, many of which are absolutely dependent upon the 
raw materials produced in Russia. _ This interdependence of the two 
countries is so fundamental and far-reaching that neither political 
friction, differential tariffs, nor the efforts of other foreign rivals 
have been able to overthrow it. The German was nearest at 
hand, and first in the field; he studied the conditions with 
characteristic thoroughness, ascertained the wants of the people, 
provided for them, risked his money in the enterprise, lost some 
of it, waited patiently, trusted again, and his ultimate reward is 
that in many important lines of trade Germany controls substan- 
tially the markets of Russia. As a Russian economist has 
recently said: “ The conservative German, in competition with 
“ the cautious 'renchman, and often quite as cautious English- 
«“ man, risks, wins, and remains in markets where his rivals offer 
‘© for cash much cheaper than he can do on credit.” 

The losses on German sales to Russia through bad debts and 
failures are stated, on good commercial authority, to be three 
times greater than those on similar exports to the United States. 
But in exact proportion to this risk, the Russian purchaser pays 
a higher price than the American for German goods, and out of 
this higher price the German exporter manages, in the long run, 
to recoup his losses, score a substantial profit, and help the 
Russian people toward a higher development, more diverse and 
expensive wants, a higher commercial credit, and, in effect, a 
more complete dependence upon German supplies. 
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In many forms of machinery and implements, there is in 
Russia still a large field open to the competition of American and 
other manufacturers, but in order to achieve any substantial or 
permanent success, they must adopt the thorough, persistent 
methods, the long credits and patient waiting which have been 
they have become the basis of 


practised by the Germans, un 
mercantile usage in that country. 
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V.—THE GREEK CURRANT CROP OF 1894. 


The following notes on the subject of the Greek currant crop 
for 1894 are taken from the last annual report of Mr. F. B. 
Wood, Her Majesty’s Consul at Patras, dated the 15th February 
last :-— 

The southern shore of the Gulf of Corinth and the seaboard of 
Western Peloponnesus seem specially adapted to the currant 
grape. Attempts to cultivate it in Northern Greece, Attica, the 
centre of the Peloponnesus, the island of Corfu, and the islands 
of the Archipelago have proved unsuccessful, for although the 
plants have, in some cases, thriven well enough, the fruit produced 
has been found to contain a seed in almost every berry, which 
renders it, when dried, useless as a commercial commodity. 


In many parts of the world attempts have been likewise made 
to grow the ‘seedless currant for commercial purposes ; in the 
Cape of Good Hope and in California only have they been partially 
successful, but neither in colour, flavour, aroma, or sweetness can 
the fruit produced in those countries be compared to the Greek 
currant. The Morea (Peloponnesus) and the islands of Zante, 
Cephalonia, Santa Maura, and a small portion of Acarnania and 
Aetolia, therefore, eenjoy, practically, a natural monopoly of this 
article, and still, strange to say, it has undergone as many ups and 
downs and vicissitudes as any other commercial commodity subject 
to the severest competition. 

The two seasons of 1893-94 have been specially disastrous to 
currant growers and all interested in the article, owing principally 
to the almost sudden loss of France as a buyer. 


From 1877-91 France, having suffered enormous diminution 
in her vintage, owing to the ravages of the phylloxera, became 

adually a buyer for an unlimited quantity of dried currants 
for wine-making, at prices which were extremely remunerative to 
growers, and this naturally, gave a great stimulus to the currant 
plantation in Greece. 


An idea may be formed of the amount of energy, work, and 
capital which was expended in this direction, when it is stated 
that the total currant crop, which in 1877 was 82,000 tons of 
dried currants, gradually increased to 170,000 tons in 1898. 


The entire consumption of currants of the world for eating 
purposes was, before the French demand set in, about 80,000 tons, 
and has since increased to about 95 to 100,000 tons, but France, 
from 1877-91, bought up the gradually increasing surplus of the 
crop at prices ranging, according to the season, from 15/. to 20/ 
per ton free on board, and this maintained the entire production 
at a very high level of price, as France, for wine-making, was 
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content with the lowest descriptions of currants, and other markets 
desirous of obtaining their usual supply of the finer descriptions 
were compelled to pay higher rates. 

These 14 years marked a degree of great prosperity for currant 
growers. Currant plantations became the rage, and almost all 
available capital was invested in this direction, which, it must be 
added, is a very costly one. The ground in order to receive the 
young plants or cuttings, must be most carefully prepared and dug 
up, 80 as to remove stones, roots, weeds, &c. ; deep trenches are 
then dug out at regular intervals to receive the cuttings. The 
currant vines thus planted only begin to bear after the fifth year, 
and do not produce fully until the ninth or tenth year ; meanwhile 
they must be, each year, carefully tended, pruned, sulphured, 
manured, and cultivated, and, in fact, entail as much expense as a 
fully matured plant. 


While all this currant plantation was being carried on in 
Greece, in order to supply the, apparently, unlimited French 
demand, France had not been idle; many of the vineyards, 
ravaged by the phylloxera, had been replanted with vines not 
liable to the malady, and the French vintage, which had been 
reduced by half, was slowly and surely being reconstituted. 


In 1889 France had imported from Greece direct 70,000 tons 
of currants for wine-making, but, owing to her increased produc- 
tion of wine, this importation declined in 1890-91 to 40,000 tons, 
and in 1892 to 20,000 tons. 


In 1891 French wine producers began to clamour against the 
competition of foreign wines and wine producing raisins and 
currants, and were successful in getting the then existing import 
duty of 6 fr. per 100 kilos. of dried raisins and currants raised to 
15 fr.; this, however, did not amount to a prohibition of the 
article, and trade, although much diminished, was carried on to a 
certain extent. In November of last year, the Protectionists again 
raised their voice, and prevailed upon the French Government to 
increase the import duty to 25 fr. per 100 kilos. This was a 
death-blow to the currant trade between Greece and France, and 
currant growers suddenly found themselves face te face with the 
stern fact of a currant crop averaging: 160,000 tons, for which 
there were only purchasers to the extent of 100 to 110,000 tons. 

France, which, by buying all the disposable surplus, had 
enabled them to maintain high rates for all their produce, had 
by suddenly withdrawing, cauzel the entire crop to sufter ter/ible 
depreciation. 


A panic seized the market, especially for those descriptions 
of currants which used formerly to be shipped to France, growers, 
fearing not to find buyers later on, either forced their sale in this 
country, or consigned them abroad for sale, with orders that they 
should be disposed of at the first opportunity. All this, naturally, 
caused a great decline in the price of the lower des>riptions. 
Currants which had fetched 15/. a ton two years before, were now 

86992. B 
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selling at 5/.a ton free on board, a price which does not cover 
cultivation expenses, and currant growers in Elis, Messenia, and 
Triphyllia, were thrown into great straits. 

In order to increase their plantations during the years of good 
demand, currant growers had borrowed money at high rate of 
interest, on a mortgage of their property, which they, and the 
capitalists who had lent money on it, now found worthless owing 
to the depreciation of its produce. 

During the past 2 years, therefore, the position of most currant 
growers has been a very trying one; money for cultivation, which 
in former years was easily obtainable, was now no longer to be 
found, and still their vineyards must be cultivated, for if unattended 
to for two years, they are irretrievably ruined, and the capital and 
labour expended on them for so many years, gone. Still, hoping 
that some favourable change might occur, they have, for the most 
part, struggled manufully and undergone any sacrifice rather than 
let their properties go to waste. Proprietors, who formerly 


employed labour, now cultivate themselves, and when necessary, 
everything saleable has been sold in order to save the vineyard. 

This general distress caused many proposals for relieving 
currant growers to be raised; amongst others the Greek Govern- 
ment brought in a Bill having for its object the retention by 
the Government or by some company of the estimated surplus 
of each year’s crop over consumption requirements, which surplus 
could be turned into pulp or otherwise be rendered useless for 
eating purposes, and sold in this country or abroad for wine or 
spirit making. 

This, however, did not suit currant growers in some of the 
more fayoured districts, and the measure was not approved of by 
a majority in the Chamber of Deputies. 

The currant question, which is the most vital one to all the 
inhabitants of the Peloponnesus, is, therefore left to right itself, 
and this is probably the best solution of a vexed problem, for it 
is extremely doubtful if any measure, however cleverly devised, 
could have caused a rise in ,prices, and until supply and demand 
come into closer proportion to each other, there will be no prosperity 
for currant growers. 

Luckily, during the latter part of the year, the very low prices 
of currants have attracted the attention of buyers in Russia, and, 
as will be seen from the table below, close upon 14,000 tons have 
‘been exported to Russian Black Sea ports. Hitherto Russia had 
not been an importer of currants, and this new outlet has con- 
siderably revived the drooping spirits of growers. 

It is stated that these currants are used in Russia for wine- 
making, and there is no reason why Russia should not, in time, 
take the place of France, as far as currants are concerned and 
bring back the currant trade to its former flourishing condition. 

Notwithstanding complaints of damage done in the sprmg by 
“ Peronosporos ” in several districts, the currant crop of 1894 was 
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fairly up to the average in weight, and generally of exceptionally 
fine quality. 

The following estimate, drawn up in the month of August, 
proved tolerably correct :— 


Districts. Quantity. 
| Tons. 

Gulf of Corinth - - - ~ - - -| 9,000 
Aegium (Vostizza) - - - - 21 11,000 
Patras and Achaia - - - - - - | 12,500 
Pyrgoo and Olympia (Elis) - 30,500 
Campoo and Gastouni - - - - 10,000 
Kyparissia and Filiatra - - | 17,000 
Pylos, Corone, and Modone - - - - - | 12,000 
Calamata and Nisi (Messenia) - - - - | 13,500 
Missolonghi and Lepanto - - - : - | 2,500 
Nauplia and Argos - 500 
Islands of Ceplalonia, Ithaca, and Santa-Maura . ° | 10,000 
Total currant crop - - - 135,500 


There remained, besides in Greace and the islands, 15,000 tons 
of currants of 1893 crop,so that the total amount available for 
export was slightly in excess of 150,000 tons. 

The prices realised for the various descriptions of currants as 
compared to last year, are the following :— 


Per Cwt., f.o.b. 


Growths. | 1894. 
Average, 1893. 


September. | December. 


Choicest Vostizza and Gulf - 
Fine - 
Choice Patras - 

Fine Patras and Campos - 
Fine Provincial (Filiatra) - 
Average Provincial (Pylos, &c.) 
Pyrgos and Calamata - 


ow 

no 
coocooon, 


In reckoning the prices realised by growers, ls. $d. per cwt. 
must be deducted from above for cost of packages, packing, 
shipping, &e. 

The shipments of currants during the last year to the various 
markets of consumption, compared with those of 1893, were :— 
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Quantity. 
Courtry Exported to. 

1894. 1893. 

Tons. Tons. 
Great Britain - 57,559 60,694 
United States - - 4,377 14,466 
France - - - - 15,060 3,187 
North of Europe - - - 12,204 20,081 
Tri - 1,656 3,414 
Russia - - - - 13,937 1,181 
Australia - - - - 883 834 


Total — | 106,741 | 104,886 


—(No. 1500, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 
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VI—THE GREEK TOBACCO INDUSTRY. 


A report on the subject of Greek tobaccos has recently been 
repared by Mr. A. K. Dambergis and issued from the National 
at Athene. 

It states that according to the classification in use in the 
tobacco industry products delivered by Greece to trade are 
ranged in the category of eastern tobaccos, which are subdivided 
into Persian, Sansoum, Syrian, Macedonian and Greek. 

In the Greek kingdom, tobacco is each year sown in the months 
of November and December in the various plantations where it 
sprouts until the month of March, and then it is transplanted, 
during almost the whole month of April into furrows, each plant 
at a distance of about fifty centimetres from the other. Towards 
the end of the month of May, or at the commencement of the 
month of July, the leaves commence to reach their full develop- 
ment, and about six weeks later the crop is harvested. The leaves 
are then completely dried, they are placed in layers subject to 
considerable pressure, and are then divided into packets. 

The following figures show the production of tobacco in Greece 
and the area under cultivation 


Year. Area in Stremmes.* 
1889 64,789 3,335,398 
1890 63,940 3,361,098 
1891 57,501 2,859,493 
1892 58,147 3,134,614 
1893 67,440 2,840,102 


* The stremme = 1,000 square metres = 1,190 square yards, 
+ The ocque = 2°84 lbs. avoirdupois. 


According to the regulations in force in the Greek kingdom, 
the cultivation of tobacco is free, but the possession and transport 
of tobacco in leaves is only accorded in virtue of a permit granted 
by the authorities on deposit of security. 

The cutting of tobacco and the manufacture of cigarettes is a 
State monopoly. The tobacco for cutting is carried into the 
State factories, where it is weighed, and after the deposit made by 
the proprietor of the consumption tax, fixed by the law at 5:20 
drachmae per oke, of that of the wrapper fixed at 40 centimes, 
and of the cutting expenses which amount to 20 centimes, in all 
5°80 drachmae per oke, the tobacco is cut and put up into packets 
or made up into cigarettes in boxes, which like the packets, are 
closed by a wrapper. 

The quantity of tobacco cut and ready to be delivered for con- 
sumption amounted during the year 1893 to 967,219 ocques of 
Toubéki (a description of tobacco used in the nargili) amounted to 
26,864 ocques, in all 994,083 ocques for a population of 2,187,208. 


q 
i 
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The tax levied by the State on the consumption of tobacco 
amounted for the year 1893 to the sum of 5,169,221 drachme ; 
the tax on cutting expenses yielded 198,816, and that of the 
wrapper 417,514, or a gross revenue of 5,785,551 drachme. 
Making deduction of expenses the tax on tobacco yielded to the 
State a net product of 5,540,980 drachmee. 

The annual proportion of the consumption of tobacco in the 
Greek kingdom for the year 1893 is 2°64 drachme for the gross 
product and 2°53 drachme for the net product. Finally, the 
quantity of tobacco consumed during the course of the said year 
is in the same proportion of 183 drammes (400 drammes go to the 
ocque) or 585 grammes corresponding to a total annual con- 
sumption of 1,250 tons. 

The following are the figures of the exports of Greek tobacco 
to various foreign countries in 1893 :-— 

Russia, 58,926 ocques; England, 255,176 ; Germany, 285,684 ; 
France, 149,795; the Netherlands, 887,788; Austria-Hungary, 
17,456 ; Italy, 53,696; Roumania, 46,046; Turkey, 287,741; 
Egypt, 782; Tunis and Tripoli, 16,446; Belgium, 11,266; other 
countries, 1,390. Total, 2,078,192 ocques. 
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VIL—THE UNITED STATES COTTON INDUSTRY. 


A report has been recently issued from the Governmeni press 
at Washington by the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry 
on the condition of cotton growers in the United States, the 
present prices of cotton, and the remedy, and on cotton consump- 
tion and production. In the appendix to this report, amongst 
other things, the following particulars are given as to the past and 
present production and consumption of cotton in the United 
States and other countries :— 

Cotton was grown as early as 1621 in Virginia, 1666 in South 
Carolina, 1722 in Louisiana, and 1733 in Georgia. After 1740 
small “ patches” of cotton were common in Virginia, the Caro- 
linas, Georgia, and Louisiana, the product being manufacture! 
into clothing in the sections of its growth. It was not until the 
production of cotton was so greatly cheapened by the use of the 
saw gin for separating the seed from the lint (invented by Eli 
Whitney in 1793 and patented March 14th, 1794) that cotton 
was cultivated as a crop for export. From 1794 the exports 
rapidly increased until they soon amounted to three-fourths of the 
annual production. 

There is no reliable information in reference to the quantity of 
cotton annually produced in the United States previous to 1789, 
as the industry was a very unimportant one. 

The following table will illustrate the progress of cotton culti- 
vation from that time to the presente As the weight of bales, 
which in the earlier years was only about 200 pounds, has been 
constantly increasing until the average weight in 1890 was 502 
pounds, for the purpose of making the comparisons clearer the 
crop of each year has been expressed in its equivalent in bales of 
400 pounds net :— 


Cotton Crops of the United States at stated Periods. 
[Expressed in bales of 400 Ibs, net ] 


Season of Bales. Season of Bales. 

1789-90 2,600 1850-51 | 2,536,000 
1790-91 3,900 1855-56 | 3,885,000 
1791-92 5,300 1859-60 5,408,000 
1796-97 26,000 1865-66 2,511,000 
1890-01 92,000 1869-70 3,379,000 
1801-02 105,000 1873-74 4,543,000 
1806-07 210,000 1878-79 5,644,000 
1811-12 210,000 1880-81 7,564,000 
1816-17 326,000 1884-85 6,476,000 
1821-22 474,000 1887-88 8,122,000 
1826-27 921,000 1890-91 10,279,000 
1884-35 1,211,000 1891-92 10,664,000 
1840-41 1,676,000 1893-94 . 8,925,000 


518 THE UNITED STATES COTTON INDUSTRY. [May 1895. 


Within one hundred years the production of cotton in the 
United States has increased from 5,000 bales in 1791 to 
10,664,000 bales in 1891. ; 

The crop of 1891 exceeded that of 1878 by 5,000,000 bales of 
400 Ibs. net, aad the same increase for the succeeding 14 years 
would make the crop of the United States in 1905 as much as 
the entire quantity of cotton produced in the world at the 
present time. 

Probably the first exportation from the United States was the 
shipment of a few bags from Charleston to England in 1747. 
Other insignificant exports were made in 1753, 1764, 1770, 1784, 
1785, 1786, and 1787. In 1788 the exports were 58,500 lbs. 
(equal to 117 bales of 500 lbs.), being the largest shipment to 
that time. After this date exports were made every year. The 
following figures, taken from ‘Treasury Department reports, show 
the rapid increase in the earlier exports :— 


Annual Exports of Cotton from the United States. 


| | 
Year endin Year endin | 
30th | Pounds. 30th Pounds. 

1790 400,000 1805 38,371,087 
1791 189,316 1807 63,941,459 
1793 500,000 1810 , 93,261,462 
1794 1,700,000 1815 82,998,447 
1797 3,788,429 1820 127,860,152 
1799 9,532,263 1825 176,449,907 
1800 17,789,803 1830 298,459,102 


The figures previous fo the year 1802 include West India 
cotton re-exported from the United States, and considerable of 
this foreign cotton was re-exported each year. Beginning with 
1802 the figures represent only cotton grown in the United 
States. 

The following statement shows how rapidly the United States 
outstripped other competitors and became the chief source of 
cotton supply for Europe It gives the average annual imports 
of cotton into Great Britain in periods of five years at intervals 
of 30 years :— 


Average Annual Imports of Cotton into Great Britain. 
[In bales of 400 lbs.] 


| | 
From 1786 to 1790. 1816 to 1820.1846 to 1850. 1876 to 1880. 
British West Indies - 45,000 23,800 1,910 1,670 
Mediterranean - - 13,000 | 1,030 31,310 402,190 
Brazil - - - 5,000 55,760 57,860 85,330 
East Indies - - 500 93,710 196,140 510,800 
United States Tite - 100 166,31C 1,297,230 2,589,070 
Other countries - me 10,970 2,870 51,710 
Total - - 63,600 | 351,530 1,587,320 | 3,640,770 


i 
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The increase in the imports of cotton from the Mediterranean 
countries after 1820 is entirely due to the extension of cotton 
cultivation in Egypt. The first shipments of Egyptian cotton 
were made to Great Britain in 1823 (only 6,000 bales), and the 
shipments to that country had increased to 190,000 bales in 1852 
and 414,000 bales in 1865. — 

It will be seen that the imports from the United States, which 
from 1786 to 1790 averaged only z4, of the entire quantity, had 
so increased that from 1846 to 1850 they averaged four-fifths of 
Great Britain’s total imports of cotton. r 

A similar statement in respect to continental Europe would 
show practically the same result. 

Until about the year 1800 the cotton needed for European 
spinners was mostly furnished by the West Indies, Brazil, and 
tae Levant, very small quantities having been received from 
India previous to this time, but the superiority and cheapness of 
the cotton grown in the United States caused the practical 
abandonment in a comparatively few years of cotton culture in 
the West Indies and all countries bordering on the Mediterranean, 
except Egypt, and made the United States the principal source of 
supply. 

Ths ne 10th, 1790, Congress placed a duty of 3 cents per 
pound upon all foreign cotton. * * * On July ist, 
1812, the duty was increased to 6 cents per pound; on April 
27th, 1816, it was reduced to 3 cents per pound; and on July 
30th, 1846, the duty was removed and cotton was placed upon the 
free list, and so continued until July 14th, 1862, when a duty of 
one-half cent. per pound was imposed, which was increased on 
June 30th, 1864, to 2 cents, and on March 3rd, 1865, to 5 cents 
per pound. On July 28th, 1866, the duty was reduced to 3 cents 
per pound, and on February 3rd, 1868, all duty was removed and- 
cotton has since then remained on the free list. 

For some years previous to 1860 the United States had fur- 
nished about 75 per cent. of the annual importations of cotton 
into Europe, and in that year the proportion reached 83 per cent. 
The disorganisation of the agricultural interests of the Southern 
States, resulting from the civil war, seriously curtailed the pro- 
duction of cotton, but in 1870 the United States furnished 55 per 
cent. of the cotton imported into Europe; 73 per cent. in 1879; 
70 per cent. in 1881; 72 per cent. in 1888; and 74 per cent. in 
1891. 

The following table gives a comparison of the production of 
cotton and the quantity taken for manufacture in Europe, United 
States, Egypt, India, Brazil, &c., in the seasons of 1859-60 and 
1893-94. The increase in production within that period is 
6,700,000 bales of 400 lbs. net, while the quantity taken for 
manufacture in tle countries named has increased 7,400,000 bales. 
In 1859-60 the production of these countries exceeded their 
consumpticn, about 800,000 bales, while in 1893-94 the excess 
was only about 150,000 bales :— 


520 THE UNITED STATES COTTON INDUSTRY. [May 1895. 
[Expressed in bales of 400 lbs. net.] 
| Production | Production | Taken for Taken for 
Countries. of Cotton, of Cotton, | Manufacture,| Manufacture, 
1859-60. 1893-94. 1859-60. 1893-94. 
Europe | 60,000 10,000 4,549,000 9,196,030 
United States = - - | 5,408,000 8,925,000 1,089,000 2,665,000 
Egypt - | 126,000 1,220,000 
India - | 1,350,000 2,993,000 550,000 1,635,000 
Turkestan, &c. | 360,000 
Brazil - 2 ~~) 70,000 800,060 | 10,000 100,000 
Total « | 7,014,000 | 13,748,060 6,198,000 | 13,596,000 


The progress of cotton cultivation since 1859 in the United 
States, compared with the countries which are its chief competitors 
in cotton production, is shown in the following statement :— 


Cotton Crops of the United States, India, Egypt, and Brazil, 


[expressed in bales of 400 lbs. net.] 


Season of United States. India. Egypt. Brazil. 
1859-60 - | 5,408,000 1,350,000 126,000 60,000 
1869-70 3,379,000 1,985,000 342,000 281,000 
1880-61 = -| 7,564,000 2,093,000 660,000 118,000 
1890-91 - = - | 10,279,000 | 3,225,000 998,000 130,000 
1891-92 - - | 10,664,000 2,795,000 1,145,000 83,000 
1892-98 = - -/| 7,946,000 2,902,000 1,254,000 213,000 
1893-94 8,925,000 2,993,000 1,220,000 203,000 


While cotton production in India and 


Egypt has increased in 


so large a percentage since 1859, it is to be noted that India’s 


lar, 


t increase in any year since then was only 1,875,000 bales, 


and Egypt's greatest increase was 1,128,000 bales, while the 


increase in the United States was 5,256,600 bales. 
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VIUI—FRENCH SHARE OF THE TRADE OF JAPAN 


The following is extracted from the “Journal des Debats” of 
the 17th April :— 

The result of the new treaties of commerce between Japan on 
the one side, England, the United States, Italy, and shortly 
France on the other, will open within a twelvemonth the centre 
of this country to foreign trade; and it will be the same with 
China after the war. 

In this connection it may not be without interest to glance at 
the development of Japanese commerce. In 1868 when Japan 
was opened to European trade the total value of exports and 
imports reached 26 millions of yens. Twenty years afterwards, 
in 1888, it reached 131 millions of yens or 20,960,0001 In 1892 
a further addition of 30 million yens is recorded, say a total of 
25,920,0001. In 1893 it reached 176,397,964 yens. 

The countries which have most benefited by the increase of 
imports are England, which sold to the value of 27,976,628 yens 
against 20,789,332 yens in 1892; China, which benefited by an 
increase of 4,586,564 ; Hong Kong, 1,282,348 ; Russia, 1,035,718 ; 
and British India, 1,107,025. Countries described as “ other ” 
which had sold to Japan for 867,820 yens in 1892 saw their 
imports reaching 2,912,340 yens in 1893. During this period 
(1893) France, which had bought from Japan 19,531,975 yens 
of merchandise only sold 3,305,277 yens, thus ranking only as the 
sixth country as regards the imports. Great Britain sold nine 
times more than France, China six times more, British India 
three times more, Hong Kong three times more, Germany two 
and a half times more, and the United States of America twice 
as much more. The preceding year the total French trade was 
not very much in excess of that of a small neighbouring country, 
viz. Corea. Of all the countries which trade with Japan France 
obtains the least share, and in fact receives six times more than 
she gives ; the United States, four and a half times more ; England 
exports seven times more than she imports, and Germany seven 
time more. 

The imports into France were :—1889, 3,334,167 yens; 1890, 
3,869,331 yens; 1891, 2,834,025 yens; 1892, 3,620,506 yens; 
and 1893, 3,305,277 yens; or an average of 3,632,820 yens for 
the last five years. Not only is there no increase but there is a 
decrease if the figures of 1889 and 1893 are compared. 

The principal articles which France sends to Japan are arms 
and ammunition, vans, coaches, machinery, ironware. tissues, 
rails, &e, Two articles of export are worth noticing. They are 
cottons and railway materials. As regards cottons, French 
imports into Japan which are inconsiderable, could be largely 
increased if properly followed up. Indeed, within a few years, 
one house at Saigon has put on the Japanese market Cambodgian 
cottons which have met with a ready sale. Tonquin which 


522 FRENCH SHARE OF THE TRADE OF JAPAN. [May 189%. 


appears to be a country specially suited for the cultivation of this 
textile would be able to participate, at any time, to no small 
extent, in the enormous profits which China and British India 
obtain from the sale of their cotton. These profits are steady 
and of long standing as the consumption of this textile far from 
diminishing will go on increasing as the Japanese have given up 
the cultivation of cotton. 

As regards railway materials there is said to be a good outlet 
for French industry. Japan, for some years past, has encouraged 
railways. Everywhere companies are formed for constructing 
and working lines. Nearly 15 lines are at present in course of 
construction to the extent of 2,000 kilos, (1,242 miles). 

The whole of the materials, rails, locomotives, &., are bought 


abroad. 

According to a Consular report, if, as is stated, these pur- 
chases enter to the extent of 20 per cent. in the total expenses 
it will be found that a sum of 2,240,000/. have been paid to the 
foreigner during the past years. The foreigner, besides the 
2,240,000/. worth of materials supplied to Japan is called upon 
to supply as much at any rate during the next 20 years in view 
of the 4,000 kilos, (2,484 miles) of railroad being constructed or 
projected. What has been the share of France in this supply ? 
It has, with the exception of a few kilometres of Decauville rails 
laid down about ten years ago, been nothing up to the present 
time. England, Germany, and the United States supplied, only 
to mention the three years—1890, 1891, and 1892—waggons, 
120,000/. ; locomotives, 200,000/. ; rails, 280,000/.; an average 
of 200,000/. per anaum, besides other materials, France does 
not figure for a farthing in this outlay. None of the French 
contractors have attempted to compete with others, although such 

ood profits are obtainable. It will be necessary, as M. Jules 
Siegfried says in his report addressed to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to make a really good market and have French agents 
on the spot. The falling off of French imports into Japan arises 
above all from business people and manufacturers not being 
represented by their agents. This is what was written on this 
subject lately by M. Klobukowski, French consul at Yokohama, 
in his annual report: ‘The commission paid to foreign houses 
“ for the purchase of silk and waste silk would suffice to maintain 
« several French houses, which while being sure of paying their 
“ expenses would not fail to develop the imports of our own 
“ produce.” ‘This marked preference by merchants in France 
for foreign agents is certainly one of the principal causes of the 
small expansion of foreign trade, and in support of his words 
M. Klobukowski quotes the following figures:—‘*In 1890, out 
* of 3,869,333 yens of French imports into Japan, 500,000 yens 
* only were obtained by our own representatives, and the 
3.369,300 passed through the hands of !foreigners.” 
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IX.—EXTENSION OF JAPANESE MARITIME 
COMMUNICATIONS. 


A despatch, dated the 13th February, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Le Poer Trench, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Tokio, enclosing a translation taken from the “Japan 
Daily Mail” of the 12th February, of a representation adopted 
by the House of Representatives on the 7th of that month on the 
subject of the extension of maritime communications. 

Mr. Le Poer Trench states that it is both interesting and im- 
portant as it shows that attention is being given in Japan to the 
development of the shipping trade, through which the strength of 
the country can be most surely built up, and through which, even 
more than in manufactures, Japan may become a serious com- 
petitor to England. It is particularly interesting from the 
recommendation that the Australian line should be opened first. 
The House of Representatives, in adopting the representation, 
suggested that, based upon it, the Government should compile a 
draft scheme and introduce it to the Diet for the latter's approval. 

The following is a copy of the representation :— 

Japan being a sea-girt country, the importance of developing 
navigation need not be explained. Already the principle is fully 
acknowledged by the public at large, not being traversed by either 
the Government or the pa It remains only to carefully 
investigate the mode of attaining the object. The points of 
importance, with regard to maritime communications may be 
divided into three, as follows :— 


J,—Aid in Connection with Navigation Routes. 


There are two methods of giving help in connection with 
navigation routes; gne is to aid special, the other ordinary, routes. 
By aiding special routes is meant the arrangement of special 
stipulations between the Government and competent shipowners 
for a service of ships in certain designated routes, the Govern- 
ment designating the routes and granting suitable subsidies, and 
the shipowners undertaking to establish and carry on the service. 
For instance, on such important routes as the Australian, 
European, and American, any shipper undertaking to establish a 
service must be prepared to encounter keen competition. Never- 
theless, as it is essential to engage in the shipping business on 
those important routes, in order to develop the foreign commerce 
of Japan, competition with foreign countries must be stoutly 
met, and consequently it is essential that aid be extended on 
account of such special routes. Further, should any one initiate 
a shipping service abroad over and above those specially designated 
by the Government, the latter should, in the same way, assist the 
enterprise, and by furthering its success endeavour to facilitate 
the ‘development of maritime business. For these reasons it is 


524 JAPANESE MARITIME COMMUNICATIONS. [May 1895. 


essential to extend help in the cases of what are called “ordinary 
routes.” As tothe process of extending the two kinds of help 
above specified, the relative lengths and difficulties of the routes, 
as well as their importance, should be taken into consideration ; 
and respect being had to the size of the ships employed for the 
service, their relative speeds, and the mileage, a subsidy of certain 
definite rates should be given for each route. Still, to open at 
once the three lines to Australia, Europe, and America, would 
require an outlay larger than the resources of the country can 
afford. Therefore the Australian line should be opened first, the 
others to be taken up gradually when the proper opportunity 
arrives, in conformity with the capacity of the national resources. 
Such a line as the Bombay line, which has virtually fallen into 
the hands of Japan, should be kept up; and a direct service to 
Vladivostock should also be started. 


Il.—Protection of Ships. 
In a sea-girt country such as Japan there is need of a sufficient 


number of strong ships capable of being turned into transports or 


employed by the navy, and which could be requisitioned for 
Government service in time of emergency. Cunsequently, the 
Government should enact rules relating to the building of ships, 
and in the case of any ship already possessing the necessary 
qualifications, an agreement should be at once concluded, no 
matter whether the ship be owned by a company or by an 
individual, and a certain fixed rate of subsidy should be given 
according to tonnage, so that the ship may be available in time of 
emergency. In the event of an increase in the number of ships 
built, the amount of subsidy should proportionately increase ; but 
such a result cannot be looked for until after the lapse of years. 
Under existing circumstances the outlay required for the purpose 
would not amount to much at first. 


Ill.— Training of Seamen. 

The training of seamen is an absolute necessity. It must keep 
pace with the development of maritime facilities and the iucrease 
of the number of ships. Consequently, the scope of the present 
Commercial Navigation School should be enlarged, and branch 
schools should be established in several important localities, so as 
to train a sufficient number of seamen for manning the increased 
number of ships and to meet the requirements of developing 
maritime enterprise, 
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X.—OPENINGS FOR EMIGRANTS TO CANADA. 


The following information respecting the advantages offered 
by the different provinces of Canada to various classes of emi- 
rece is entiusted from a recent memorandum by the Canadian 

inister of the Interior :— . 


The classes of people that are recommended to come to Canada 
are first indicated, and the openings that exist for them in the 
various provinces are then set forth as concisely as possible. 

Persons with Capital.—The first great demand is for practical 
men with some capital at their disposal, for which class there are 
unlimited openings. They can engage in agricultural pursuits, 
taking up free-grant lands, or purchasing the improved farms to 
be found in advantageous positions in every province; or in 
mining, or in the manufacturing industries, or, if possessed of a 
settled income, living will be found to be cheap in Canada, and 
the country offers the additional benefits of a fine healthy climate, 
magnificent scenery, abundant opportunities for sport, and facilities 
for educating children and placing them in life not to be excelled 
anywhere. 

Agriculturists.—Persons of small capital and knowledge of 
farming often desire to enter upon agricultural pursuits. Before 
this is done, experience should be acquired by hiring out as a 
labourer, or in some other way. The necessary experience having 


been obtained, a farm may be either rented, purchased, or taken 
up as a free grant. 


Tenant Farmers.—For tenant farmers the country offers many 
advantages. Improved farms are cheap; free grants can be 
obtained by those prepared for the temporary inconvenience of 
pioneer life; the soil is fertile, the climate insures the growth of 
all crops produced in Great Britain, and all the smaller fruits 
grow and ripen in the open air, as in many parts of the country 
do grapes, peaches, tomatoes, and melons. There is a large and 
growing demand in the Dominion, and in the mother country, for 
all the cereals, fruits, live stock, and general farm and dairy 
produce available for disposal, while taxes are light, and labour- 
saving appliances are cheap and in general use. 

Young Men desiring Agricultural Experience.—The question is 
often asked if it is essential for young men wishing to take up 
farms in Canada, but desiring before doing so to acquire a know- 
ledge of agriculture, to pay premiums for that purpose. It may 
be plainly stated that no premiums are necessary and it is advised 
that none be paid. Strong and healty young men from 16 to 21 
years of age, who are prepared to accept for a time the hard work 
and surroundings more or less inseparable from a farm labourer’s 
life, have no difficulty in getting employment in the spring, and 
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the agents of the Government in Canada will assist them as far as 
possible in doing so without charge, although, of course, without 
—— any direct responsibility. Being without experience, 
they will not get much wages at first, in addition to their board 
and lodging, but as they acquire skill they will be able to 
command remuneration in proportion to the value of their work. 


Male and Female Farm Servants—There is a large and 
growing demand for male and female farm servants in every part 
of the Dominion, owing to the rapidity with which the land is 
being brought under cultivation. Machinery of various kinds is 
in daily use, but labour is very scarce notwithstanding, and good 
hands can always find constant and remunerative employment. 

Market gardeners, gardeners, and persons understanding the 
care of horses, cattle, and sheep, may also be advised to come out, 
but there is little or no opening for farm managers or bailiffs, 
Canadian farmers as a rule supervising their own buildings and 
personally taking part in the work. 


Domestic Servants—-In every city, town, and village, female 
domestic servants can readily find employment. The wages are 
d, the conditions of service are not irksome, and comfortable 
omes are assured. There is little or no demand for females 
other than domestic servants; governesses, shop assistants, nurses, 
&c., should not come out unless for the purpose of joining friends 
who will be able to help them in getting employment. 

Other Callings—Mechanics, general labourers, and navvies are 
advised to obtain special information as to their respective trades 
and kinds of work before coming out. The demand for railway 
employees is not great, and is easily met by the supply in the 
country. Clerks, shop assistants, telegraphists, draftsmen, &c., 
are not encouraged to emigrate to Canada, unless proceeding to 
appointments already assured, or to join friends. 

Throughout the whole Dominion the facilities offered to emi- 

ts by the Government are of the most perfect kind. Agents 
are established in all parts, who are prepared to give the fullest 
information on all points of interest to settlers, and to aid them 
with their advice and experience in the choice of location for 
homesteads, information as to means of transport, &. An 
especial feature of this system is the establishment of Govern- 
ment Employment Bureaus, the object aimed at being to facilitate 
communication between persons seeking work and those who may 
have need of their services. 

Full and further particulars respecting Canada, the regulations 
under which free grant and other lands may be acquired in all 
the Provinces, demand for labour, rates of wages, and information 
on all other subjects interesting to the intending emigrant, may be 
obtained by communicating wita Sir Charles Tupper, Bart., High 
Commissioner for Canada, 17, Victoria Street, London, S.W., or 
with any of the other Agents of the Government of Canada, 
whose names and addresses are given in all publications relating 
to the Dominion. 
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In conclusion, the attention of intending emigrants might be 
drawn to the improved conditions of existence prevailing in 
Canada. The magnificent scenery, the fine bracing climate, the 
free and congenial society, combine to make Canada one of the 
finest countries in the world for emigrants of settled means ; and 
for the man who is able and willing to work, industry and 
attention to business are always sure to result, if not in wealth, 
at least in a comfortable competence, and a heritage for his 

ehildren. 


86992, 
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XL—THE KAURI GUM INDUSTRY IN’ NEW 
ZEALAND. 


, The following particulars respecting the deposits and industry 
of kauri gum in New Zealand..are taken from the New Zealand 
official, year book for 1894:—Although true. resin, this is 
usually called kauri-gum. It is the solidified turpentine .of the 
kauri, and occurs in great abundance in a fossil condition in the 
northern part of the Auckland Provincial District, from the 
North Cape to Middle Waikato, and is dug up alike on the driest 
fernhills and the deepest swamps. The purest samples are found 
on the Cape Colville Peninsula. A large quantity is also obtained 
from the forks of living trees, but is considered of inferior quality, 
and fetches a lower price. At the present time gum-digging 
employs nearly, or quite, 7,000 persons, including Maoris and 
aliens. 

In the fossil state, kauri resin occurs in larger or smaller lumps, 
from the size of a walnut to that of a man’s head. Pieces have 
been found weighing upwards of 100 lbs. When scraped, the 
best specimens are of a rich brown colour, varying greatly in 
depth of tint. Sometimes translucent, or even transparent, speci- 
mens are found, occasionally with leaves, seeds, or small insects 
enclosed. When obtained from swamps, the resin is very dark 
coloured, or even aJmost black, and fetches a low price. Waikato 
resin -is the darkest of all. Transparent or semi-transparent 
specimens fetch very high prices, being used as a substitute for 
amber in the manufacture of mouthpieces for cigar-holders, pipes, 
&e. The great bulk is used in the manufacture of oil varnishes, 
and in oil countries where much varnish is made, it holds the 
chief place in the market. It is exported chiefly to England and 
the United States of North America. In 1860 the export was 
only 1,046 tons, valued at 9/. per ton; in 1893 it amounted to 
8,317 tons, valued at 611. per ton. The following statement, 
taken from the Customs returns, shows the quantity exported in 
each year from 1883 to 1893, with the total value and average 
price per ton :— 


Year. Quantity. Total Value. Average per Ton. 
Tons. £ £ 
1883 6,5184 336,606 51 12 10 
1884 6,393 342,151 53 10 4 
1885 5,875 299,762 $1 0 8 
1886 4,92 257,653 
1887 6,790 | 862,434 53 7 6 
1888 8,482 380,933 4418 0 
1889 7,519 329,590 43 16 8 
1890 7,438 378,563 50 17 11 
1891 8,388 437,056 62 2 1 
1892 8,705 517,678 ] 69 9 4 
1893 8,317 510,775 | 61 8 8 


| 
i 
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» Owing to the severe commercial depression experienced alike 
in Great Britain and the United States, the demand in 1893 fell 
off very much, while at the same time the supply-was augmented 
by the increased number of diggers, so that prices fell rapidly, 
and low-grade qualities became unsaleable. nis 

‘The digger’s equipment is of a simple characters a gum spear, 
that is, a light, pointed iron rod, fixed in a convettient» handle, is 
used to test the ground, the gum is then dug out with a 'spade 
and carried home in a sack. In many cases the spear is dispensed 
with, and the entire area is dug over to such a depth as the 
digger thinks likely to be profitable. An old knife is useil to 
serape the gum, the scrapings being utilized in the manufacture of 
fire-kindlers. 

Diggers are supposed to pay a licence of 5s, per'annum for 
permission to dig on Crown land, but this does not restrict: them 
to any one spot; 10s, is charged for permission to dig in State 
forest reserves during the winter months only. As no provision 
is made for collecting the ordinary Crown land fees, the revenue 
from this source is very trivial: for the year ending March 31st, 
1893 it amounted to 83/. 10s. only; it should have been upwards 
of 1,000/. Persons digging on private lands usually pay a licence 
fee of from 1/. to 4/. per annum, and are required to sell the 
resin to the owner or lessee of the field at a fair market price. 
In many cases the fee is not exacted; in others a royalty of 17. 
per ton is charged. The total area of the gumfields is variously 
estimated at from 1,500,000 to 1,800,000 acres. 

The number of persons now obtaining their living by gum- 
digging is not far short of 7,000, making all proper allowances for 
settlers who dig only during a small portion of the year, and for 
Maoris and children. A commission to inquire into the state 
of the industry, gives the number of persons on the gumfields in 
May 1893 as under:—British, 4,303; settlers, 416; Maoris, 
1,244; Austrians, 519; other foreigners, 415 ; total, 6,897. 

The Commissioners remark :—“ The numerical totals of Maoris 
“ and settlers are greater than those above given, but they have 
“ been reduced to what we believe to be their equivalent in 
“ able-bodied men working full time. These classes only work 
“ during half the year, and, in the case of the Maoris, women and 
“ children preponderate. We have reduced the number of 
“ settlers to one-half, and the Maoris to two-fifths.” Gum 
digging is a standing resource for the industrious unemployed 
and has enabled Auckland to tide over periods of serious com- 
mercial depression with comparatively little difficulty. It has 
also been of vast benefit to hundreds of settlers with but small 
capital; not a few, who have attained a large measure of pros- 
perity, look back gratefully to the help afforded by casual work 
on the gumfields. 

In the Commissioners’ report it is stated that. the average 
earnings of the digger on leased or private land are 27s, per 
week, while the actual cost of living is from 10s, to 12s. As the 
digger has no difficulty in constructing a weatherproof hut, he is 
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not called upon to pay house-rent: his firewood also is obtained 
free of cost, so that he clears from 15s. to 17s. per week above 
the cost of living. As a matter of fact, the industrious digger 
is in amore favourable position than the figures just given 
indicate, since the average earnings are unduly lowered by the 
presence of a number of old people, who have taken to the work, 
as well as of others who are content to live from hand to mouth 
and do as little hard work as possible. To men of a rovin 

disposition, the free independent life has great attractions, an 

when coupled with the certainty of earning sufficient for a 
livlihood there is little cause for wonder that so many prefer it to 
the somewhat monotonous existence of the ordinary settler. It 
would be difficult to name any other product which can be so 
easily obtained in such remunerative quantities without any 
previous outlay. 


| 
| 
| 
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XII—PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES IN BELGIUM. 


With reference to the statement published at p. 430 of the 
* Board of Trade Journal” for April, the following table shows 
a@ comparison between the rates under the existing Belgian 
Customs tariff and those proposed to be levied under the 
Bill now before the Belgian Chambers :— 


No. i t I 
Frs. cts. Frs. cts. 
5 | Wood for building and cabinet- 


13 


15 


making, other than oak and 
walnut : 

Unbarked or unsawn - 

wh - - - 


Planed - - - 
Poles and pieces of unbarked 
wood less than 75 centimetres 
in at the thickest 
en 


Cocoa in beans, cocoa parings, 
and cocoa butter - - 
Biscuits not containing sugar, 
or which do not contain more 
than 15 per cent. of sugr - 
Do. containing more than 15 
per cent. and not more than 
40 per cent. of sugar - 
Do. containing more than 40 
per cent. and not more than 


70 per cent. of sugar - 
Do. containing more than 70 
per cent. of sugar - - 


Butter, fresh and salted 
Margarine and other artificial 
butters - 
Milk, intended for the manufac- 
ture of margarine or other 
artificial butters - - 
Flours (including semolina) - 
Malt - - 
Alimentary pastes (vermicelli, 
macaroni, Italian pastes, &c.) 
Preserves of game, poultry, and 
meat, in boxes, pots, or other 
similar receptacles, or in cakes | 


Cubic Metre 1°00 
” 6°00 


” 9°00 


1°00 
10 °/, ad val. 


Free 


Cubic Metre 3°00 
6°00 


9°00 


100 kilos. 15°00 


100 kilos. 10°00 ae 10°00 
10° 00* 
25°00 { 25°00¢ 
40°00 25°00 
25°00* 
20°00 Free 
» 20°00 Free 
Hectol. 2°00 Free 
Free Free 
100 kilos. 1°50 Free 
” 0°50 Free 
» 4°00 Free 
80°00 Free|| 


* Biscuits not containing more than 20 per cent. of sugar. 
t Biscuits containing more than 20 per cent. of sugar. 


t This is the duty applicable to refined sugar. 


Sugars so-called poudre blanche, 


and other similar products are chargeable with a surtax of 15 per cent. 

§ Biscuits containing only very small quantities of flour or fecula. Te : 

|| If prepared with the aid of substances liable to Customs or Excise duties, these 
— enter into the category of food preserves taxed at the rate of 10 or 25 


cs per 100 kilogrammes. 


i 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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4 nt Im 
Designation of Merchandise. Pee 
Fr. cts. Fr. cts. 
Vegetables, preserved in —_ or 
bottles - 100 kilos. 10°00 Free* 
Patédefoie gras - > 60°00 | 100 kilos. 10°00 
Game, dead - - - 3 80°00 Free 
20 | Saffron - - - - ¥ 500-00 15 °/, ad val. 
(Or at the option 
of the importer, ) 
Truffles - 300° 00 100 kilos. 200°00 
22 { Cotton yarn : 
Single: 
Unbleached or bleached, mea- 
suring to the half-kilog. : 
20;000 metres or less - - 100 kilos. 10°00 | 100 kilos. 15°00 
20°00 
1 (20, 000 to 30,000 
20,000 to 40,000 metres | 15-00 j 
(30,000 to 40,000 
metres.) 
100 kilos. 40°00 
40,000 to 65,000 metres 3 20°00 | 4 (40,000 to 65,000 
{ metres.) 
More than 65,000 metres | ses 5:00 | 100 kilos. 10°00 
Dyed or warped, measuring 
to the half-kilog : 
20,000 metres orless - 15°00 25°00 
30°00 
(20, 000 to 20,000 
metres. 
20,000 to 40,000 metres 90°00°14 
(39,000 to 40,000 
metres.) 
kilos. 50-00 
40,000 to 65,000 metres ma 25°00 (40,000 to 65,000 
| metres.) 
More than 65,000 metres | = 5:00 | 100 kilos. 10°00 
-. Twisted : | 
Unbleached or bleached, mea-, 
suring to the half-kilog. : | 
20,000 metres or less - 2 15°00 15°00 
20°00 
(20,000 to 30,000 
metres.) 
20,000 to 40,000 metres pee 20°00 100 kilos. 30°00 
(30,000 to 40,000 
. L metres. ) 
| 100 kilos. 40°00 
40,000 to 65,000 metres » 25°00 | jo 000 to 65,000 
| metres.) 
More than 65, 000 metres | a 5°00 | 100 kilos. 10°CO 
Dyed or warped, measuring 
to the half-kilog. : 
20,000 metres or less - | - 20°00 a 25°00 
” 80°00 
(20,000 to 
metres. 
20,000 to 40,000 metres 5 25°00 4 100 kilos. 40°00 
(30,000 to 40,000 
metres.) 


* If prepared with the aid of substances liable to Customs or Excise duties, these 
products enter into the category of food preserves taxed at the rate of 10 or 25 
francs per 100 kilogrammes. 


| 
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No. in baton | Proposed Import Present Import 

Tarift.| Designation of Merchandise. | Duties. Duties. 
Cotton yarn—cont. | Fr. cts. | Fr. cts. 


‘L'wisted—cont. 
Dyed or warped, measuring» 
to the half-kilog—cont. 
40,000 to 65,000 metres | 100 kilos. 30°00 | 100 kilos. 50°00 


| More than 65,000 metres a 5-00 | 100 kilos. 10°00 
| 20°00 
Yarn of goat’s hair, alpaca, | (Not ae or 
llama, vicuna, and camel’s >| 5:00 
| or dyed.) 
Woollen yarn; | | 
| (100 kilos. 20°00 
|| (Not twisted or 
Carded - - | ” 5°00 dyed.) 
100 kilos. 30 > 
(Twisted or dye 
| Comtbed— jingle : 
Undyea - 15:00 | 100 kilos, 20°00 
Dyed - - ” 20°00 ” 30°00 
Twisted 
Undyed - 20°00 30°00 
Dyed - ” 25°00 ” 80°00 
Yarn, prepared for retail sale : 
22 ft Cotton yarn measuring more 
than 65,000 metres to the 
half-kilogramme - - a 10°00 | ” 10°00 
Duties on yarns 
according to 
Others, of every kind, with] ad val. pn 
the exception of silk yarn +f | wistectal pre- 
| in 
weight. 
23. Fruits not specially classified : 


4 


Fresh pineapples (including 
those preserved without 


| 100 kilos, 10°00* 
alcohol or sugar, or not | | 10.°/,. ad val.t 
containing more than} 100 kilos. 25°00 hectol 23+00t 
20 per cent of sugar; L Free.§ 
grapes (including crushed i 
grapes and grape-cake) - 
Ot Cineluding those 
preserved without alcohol | 
or sugar, or not containing | 
more than 20 per cent. of | 
sugar) : | 
Imported in cases, boxes, | 
baskets, or other pack- | 
ages of a weight of | : 
8 kilos- or less - * | ps 25°00 100 kilos. 10°00)| 
Imported otherwise | 10°00 || 1¢°/, ad val, q 
Dried- - 10% adval. | 10 ad val. 
* Pineapples preserved without alcohol or sugar, or not containing more than i 
20 per cent. of sugar. 


¢ Pineapples and grapes, fresh. 

{ Grapes, crushed (Excise duty). 

§ Grape-cake. 

|| Fruits preserved without alcohol or sugar, or not containing more than 20 per 
cent. of sugar. 

¥ Fresh fruits. 
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No. in Proposed Import Present Import 
Tariff. Designation of Merchandise. Duties. po Seton 
Fr. cts. Fr. cts. 
24 | Wearing apparel, linen,and ready- 
made articles of every kind: 
Collars and cuffs ofimen = - 10 °/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val, 
Lingerie of every kind, and 
women’s clothing: 
Simply sewn, without 
ornament cr embroid- 
ery - - - °/, ad val. 
Other kinds - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Clothing for men: 
wool, pure, or mixed 
with other textile + 10°/, ad val. 
materials, wool predom- 
inating in weight; hats 
of every kind formen - 10 °/, ad val. 
Allotherkinds- -  - 15°/, ad val. 
of silk 
ad val.; 
55 | Hosiery ; articles made up 
wholly or in part, not 15°. ad val f th 
included among those men- ad val. 
tioned above - - 10°/,ad 
27 | Musical instruments - - - 10 °/,, ad val. 6 °/, ad val. 
33 | Morocco leather ware - - 15°}. ad val. 10 °/° ad val. 
33 | Mercerie and hardware - - 15 Be ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
Perfumeries : 
Alcoholic - - - 15 Sle ad val. Hectol. 184:00 
Non-aleoholic 15 °/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
34 | Old iron, including scrap iron or 
steel - - 100 kilos. 0°50 
Pig iron - - © =| 100 kilos. 0°20 0°50 
Tron, puddled_ - - 0°30 » 0°50 
Steel, rough-cast - 0°30 0°50 
Steel, cast : 
Blooms - - = 0-40 0°50 
Billets and plates - - - 0°50 ” 1°00 
36 | Watches - - 10 °/, ad val. Free 
36 | Fittings for watches - - 5 of: ad val. Free 
40 | Goats’ and sheep’s skins, tanned 
with the hair, and kid tawed 
with the hair - - - Free 100 kilos. 10°00 
41 | Slates for roofing - - | 1,000 4:00 | 1,000 2°00 
45 | Whale-bone, eut and prepared - 5 °/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
45 | Wooden bobbins for sewing 
thread which is 
retail sale = - 5°], ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
45 | Materials for artificial flowers, 
such as partition leaves, pistils, ; 
rubber tubes and stems, &c. - 5 °/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
46 | Typographic products - 
cals, geographical or sea- 
charts, and engraved or 
printed music in sheets or 
stitched - - Free Free 
Other - 15°), ad val. Free 
50 | Perfumed or toilet soaps -| 12°, ad val. 100 kilos. 6°00 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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No. in 
Tariff. 


Designation of Merchandise. 


Proposed Import 


Present Import 
Duties. 


55 


Hand embroideries - - ° 


Cotton tissues, plain, twilled, and | 
ticks: 


Unbleached: 


First-class, weighing 15 
kilos. and more per 100 
square metres, present- 
ing in a square of 5 
millimétres side: 


27 threads and less - 

28to 35 threads - 

36 to 43threads - 

44 threads and above 

Second-class, weighing 

from 11 to 15 kilos. 

exclusively per 100 

Square metres, present- 

ing in a square of 5 
millimétres side : 


27 threads and less - 

28 to 35 threads’ - 

36 to 43 threads - 

44 and above - 

Third-class, weighing 

from 7 to 11 kilos. ex- 

clusively per 100 square 

metres, presenting in a 

square of 5 millimétres 
side: 


27 threads and less - 
28 to 35 threads) - 
36 to 43 threads - 
44 and above - 
Fourth-class, weighing 
from 3 to 7 kilos. ex- 
elusively per 100 square 
metres, presenting in a 
square of 5 millimétres 
side : 
27 threads and less - 
28to35 threads - 


86 threads and above 


Bleached : | 
First-class, weighing 15 
kilos. and more per 100 
squares metres, present- 
ing in a square of 5 
millimétres side : 
27 threads and less - 


28 to 35 threads’ - 
36 to 43 threads . 
44 threads and above 


20 °/, ad val. 


100 kilos. 


| 
Duties. | 
Fr. cts. | 


Fr. cts. 


According as the 
tissues of which 


they are made. 


35°00 
40°00 
55°00 
65°00 » 


100 kilos. 


50°00 
50°00 
72°00 
72°00 


BEES 
$888 


100°00 
180°00 


80°00 
120-00 
190°00* 
300°00¢ 


57°50 
57°50 
82°80 
82°80 


* From 36 to 43 threads, 


t 44 threads and above, 


| 
| | 
| 
» 40°00 | 
50°00 
” 60°00 | ” | 
” 50°00 60°00 | 
0°00 60-00 
: 
| 
» | 
” 90°00 | ”» 
46°00, 
75°00 | ” 
| 
| 
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No. in} Proposed Import Present Import 
Tariff. Designation of Merchandise. 
Cotton tissues, plain, twilled, and | Fr. cts. Fr. cts. 
ticks—cont. 
Bleached—cont. 
Second-class, weighing from 
11 to 15 kilos. exclusively 
per 100 square metres, 
nting in a square of 
5 millimétres side : 
27 threads and less - | 100 kilos. 46°00 57°50 
28 to 35threads- - 57°50 57°50 
36 to 43 threads - ” 69°00 ” 82°80 
44 threads and above - ” 80°50 ie 82°80 
Third-class, weighing from 
7 to 11 kilos. exclusively 
per 100 square metres, 
presenting in a square of 
5 millimétres side : 
27 threads and less’ - 57°50 69°00 
28 to 35 threads - - 9 69-00 ” 69°00 
36 to 43 threads 92°00 115°00 
44 threads and above - 115-00 bs 207°00 
Fourth-class, weighing from 
3 to 7 kilos. exclusively 
per 100 square metres, 
presenting in a square of 
5 millimétres side : 
27 threads and less - 80°50 | 100 kilogs. 92°00 
28 to 35 threads - - ” 103°50 te 138°00 
218°50* 
36 threads and above - b 115°00 { “4 345-00t 
{Dyed or printed : 
First-class, weighing 15 
kilos. and more per 
100 square metres, pre- 
senting in a square of 
5 millimétres side : 
27 threads and less - no 55°00 - 75°00 
28 to 35 threads - m 60°00 se 75°00 
36 to 43 threads - 75°00 97°00 
44 threads and above - 85-00 7 97°00 
Second -class, weighing 
from 11 to 15 kilos. ex- 
clasively per 100 square 
metres, presenting in a 
square of 5 millimétres 
side : 
27 threads and less - An 60°00 = 75-00 
28 to 35 threads - 70°00 75°00 
86 to 43 threads - 80°00 7-00 
44 threads and above 90°00 97°00 
Third-class, weighing from 
7 to 11 kilos. exclu- 
sively per 100 square 
metres, presenting in a 
square of 5 millimétres 
side : ; 
27 threads and less - 70°00 ’ 
28to 35 threads - 80-00 
4 36 to 43 threads - 100° 00 2 125-00 
44 threads and above | 120-00 20500 
* 36 to 43 44 threads and above. 
o existing tariff, printed cotton tissues form a separate clas 
duty at the rate of 15 per cent. ad valorem. = waited 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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No. in Proposed Import Present Import 
Tarift,| pf Merchandise. Duties. Duties. 
| 
Cotton tissues, plain, twilled, and Fr. cts. Fr. cts. 
ticks—cont. 
Bleached— cont. 
Fourth - class, weighing 
from 3 to 7 kilos. exclu- 
sively per 100 square 
metres, presenting in a 
square of 5 millimétres 
side : j 
27 threads and less - | 100 kilos. 90°00 * 105:00 | 
28 to 85 threads - 110°00 145°00 
215°00* 
36 threads and above a 120°00 225-00t 
” 
Cotton velvet : 
Made as silk velvet : . | 
Unbleached - - 75°00 85°00 
Dyed or printed - 95°00 110°00 
Others (cords, moleskins, &c.) : 
Unbleached - - §0°00 60°00 
Dyed or printed - 70°00 85°00 
55 | Cotton tissues, plain or twilled, 
weighing less than 3 kilos. per | 
100 square metres; piqués, 
dimity, figured damasked and 
brilliants, weighing less than 
. 8 kilos. per 100 square metres - 10 °/,, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
55° | Cotton tissues of other descrip- 
tions - - - - 15 °/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
55 | Carpets and woollen carpeting ; ‘ 
woollen shawls and searves; 
woollen tissues weighing less 
than 300 grammes per square 
metre - - - 15 °/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
100 kilos, 300-00 
55 | Silk tissues other than hand and 10°, ad val. or at the choice 
machine made lace. 0g of the importer 
10 °/; ad val. 
55 | Waxed cloth of every kind . 15 °/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
55 | Mixed tissues of every kind: Duty on the tissues | Duties on the tissues 
according to class according to class 
and according to and according to 
the material predominating in weight. Those tissues the material pre- 
are only considered as mixed which contain more dominating in 
than 5 per cent. of textile materials other than those weight. 
which constitute the predominating material. 
Frs. cts. 
56 | Yeast - - - | 100 kilos. 10-00 Free 
} 
* From 86 to 48 threads. + 44 threads and above. 
Since the foregoing statement was put in type, the Board of 
Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, further despatches 


from Her Majesty's Legation in Brussels reporting on the progress 
of the discussion on the tariff proposals. The report of the 
Central Section of the Second Chamber not only approves the 
Goyernment scheme of increased duties, but proposes to. add a 
fresh duty of 5 francs per 100 kilos. on oats, and to increase the 
duties on flour, malt, and chocolate. 
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XII.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Classification of Tissues. 


Sir F. ©. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 11th April, 
notities that the tissues of mixed materials specified in section 192 
of the Customs Tariff, and in which one vegetable substance 
predominates, shall be classified as cotton goods dutiable under 
sections 187, 188, and 189 of the tariff, when either they shall 
contain a warp though entirely of cotton yet with a woof only 
partly of that material, or when they consist of a woof wholly of 
cotton yet have a warp partially of the same. 


Russia.—F INLAND. 
Certificates of Origin required for imported English Salt. 

With reference to the notification on page 57 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal ” for January last, Mr. J. Michell, Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at St. Petersburg, in a report to the Foreign 
Office, dated the 10th April, states that with regard to the duty 
payable on English salt on its importation into the Grand Duchy 
of Finland, according to the purport of a formal communication 
addressed by the Director of the Finnish Customs Department 
to Mr. Vice-Consul C. J. Cooke, of Helsingfors, all consignments 
of such salt must be accompanied by certificates of origin in 
order to secure for them the lower rate of duty imposed by 
special agreement on salt of Spanish production, viz., 25 pennis per 
hectolitre. 


Norway. 
Increase of Customs Duties, 


Mr. T. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 27th April, states that 
at a meeting held with closed doors, the Storthing voted by 83 
votes against 28, an increase of the duty on corn for malt to 37°1 
dre from 21'1 dre per kilog., with the object of increasing the 
revenue, notwithstanding that the Minister of Finance stated that 
the increase of the malt tax last year had resulted in a diminution 
of the product of malt to the extent of 850,000 kilogs., and a 
falling off in importation of 950,000 kilogs. 

The result was that instead of the calculated increase of revenue 
of 735,600 kréner (40,833/.) the State had only received 235,000 
kroner (13,055/.) 
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Denmark, he showed, where the tax on ale will from the 1st 
October, amount to 10 kroner (11s. 14d.) per cask, was the country 
where the duty was highest, but in Norway it would now amount 
to 16 kréner (15s. 6d.) per cask. 

The drawback on exported ale was raised to 14°32 dre, while 
the malt tax was fixed at 23 dre per litre on each litre of corn or 
omy flour spirit, and on spirits of other materials at 58 Gre per 

itre. 

Mr. T. Michell, in a later report to the Foreign Office, dated 
the 2nd May, states that the Customs Committee, in view of the 
increase of the tax on malt, submitted to the Storthing the 
following increases in the tariff on ale, &¢., which have been 
unanimously voted to come into force immediately :— 

Ale in bottles or jars, from 21 dre to 27 dre per litre. 

Ale in other vessels, from 17 to 22 dre per kilogramme. 

Extract of malt, dry or fluid, with or without admixture, 
including the weight of the innermost packing, from 45 dre to 
80 Gre per kilogramme. 

[The word “ale” in Norwegian includes porter.] 


GERMANY.—CAMEROONS: 
Customs Tariff. 

Mr. M. Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Berlin, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 29th March, encloses 
translation of the Customs tariff actually in force in the 
Cumeroons. 


(A.)—Serritvous Liqvors, THE EXCEPTION 
or Beer anp Winx : Mk. pf. 
1. Rum, up to 49 per cent. tralles inclusively - Per litre. 0 20 
in, ” ” ” 0 20 
Spirit, ” ” ” - ” 0 20 
2. Rum above 49 per cent. tralles - 0 40 
Gin ” » 0 40 
Spirit ” ” 0 40 
All other alcoholic liquors, such as— 
Liqueurs, &c., in bottles - - 0 40 
casks - - 0 30 
Every portion of a litre, e.g., every quantity in excess 
of a litre which is in itself not a full litre, must be 
counted as such. 
(B.)—Orner Goons : 
1, Fire-arms of every description - - - _Each. 2 50 
2. Powder, ordinary - - - - Per kilog. 0 WU 
» sporting - - - 0 20 
3. Tobacco - - - - 0 20 
4.Salt - - - - - per ton of 1,000 kilogs. | 10 00 
5. Rice - - - - - Per kilog. Oo 02 
6. Tissues, all of which are capable of being used for 
clothing purposes - - 0 20 


H 
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NETHERLANDS. 

goo Revised Customs Regulations. 

Sir H. Rumbold, Her Majesty’s Minister at the Hague, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 1st May, encloses the 
project of law for a revision of the Customs Regulations of the 
Netherlands which has been adopted by the first chamber and has 
received the royal sanction together with a translation of the 
same. . This translation may be seen on application, to 
Commercial Department, Board of Trade, W. 


NETHERLANDS.—J AVA. 
Suspension of the Export Duty on Sugar in Java. 
_.Sir H. Rumbold, Her Majesty’s Minister at the Hague, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 6th April, states that 
the export duty levied on sugar in Java will be suspended for a 
year, beginning with the 1st June next, a Bill to that effect 
having been adopted, with only a few dissentient votes, by the 
Second Chamber on the proposal of the Minister for the Colonies. 

The Java sugar planters have been going for the last ten 
years through a very severe struggle in competing with the beet 
sugar industry. They have none the less increased their produc- 
tion from 6,390,000 pikols in 1884, when the cultivation was still 
partially in, Government hands, to 8,443,000 pikols in 1893, 
entirely raised without Government intervention. Falling prices, 
however, reducing more and more the margin of profit, have 
brought the growers to great straits. Five factories have already 
closed, shortly to be followed by four more, and it is reported that 
a further number of these costly establishments may have to 
disappear before long. 

Under such circumstances the Government felt bound to try 
the experiment of relieving the sorely tried industry for a time 
from a tax which, only levied at a low rate (9 cents per pikol) 
could not be defended on sound economic principles, and will in 
all likelihood be suppressed as soon as meaus are found of sub- 
stituting for it some other item of taxation which cannot be 
dispensed with for fiscal reasons. 


FRANCE. 
Ship-brokerage in French Ports. 


A communication, dated the 8th May, has been received from 
the Foreign Office; forwarding a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Bordeaux, reporting certain decisions of the French 
Court of Cassation in regard to the occasions on which a ship- 
broker must be employed by ships entering or leaving French 
ports ; together with a copy of a notice sent by the Director- 
General of Customs at Paris to the Customs authorities at 


| 
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Bordeaux and other ports. This notice contains a. summary of 
the rules to be henceforth followed by the French Customs 
authorities in their dealings with shipping, which were laid down 
by the decisions of the French Court of Cassation referred to 
above. 

The following is a translation of the notice in question’: 
1. The ‘sole consignee of the cargo can himself, .as\ the 
interested party, make the Customs declarations and take the 
necessary steps for the entry of the vessel. 

2. In order that the sole consignee of the cargo may exercise 
the rights belonging to his position, it is necessary that this should 
not be a fictitious one, and especially that there should not be 
other bills of lading in the hands of persons for whom the ship- 
ment is destined, besides the general bill of lading in the possession 
of the consignee, 

3. The merchant or broker holding all the bills of lading relating 
to goods landed at ‘a French port does not lose his position as sole 
consignee of the cargo of the incoming vessel because of any goods 
remaining on board which were destined for another port and 
shipped in order to ballast the vessel. 

4. The sole consignee of the cargo cannot, by virtue of that 
position alone, perform the Customs formalities connected with 
the clearance of a vessel in ballast. 

5. In order that the sole shipper may perform the Customs 
formalities connected with the clearance of a vessel, it is necessary 
that the shipment be a real one and not consist of packages or 
tons of merchandise of little value, shipped solely to invest an 
agent with the apparent functions of a sole shipper. 

6. The consignee of the hull of a vessel has no authority to 
intervene either at the entering or clearing a vessel, unless he 
hold the position of local representative clerk, that is to say, 
engaged exclusively by one house of business and authorised to 
represent it in all business which it may have to transact in the 
place where he resides. 

7. The terms of Article 9 of the Treaty of Commerce and 
Navigation, signed on the Ist April 1894, between France. and 
Russia, do not exempt shipowners, or masters of Russian vessels, 
or of vessels belonging to other powers entitled to the most- 
favoured nation treatment, from the obligation of having recourse 
to the services of regular ship-brokers in cases referred to in 
Article 80 of the “ Commercial Code ” of France. 


FRANCE,—OCEANIA. 
Tariff Changes. 


Mr. R. T. Simons, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Tahiti, in 
a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 12th January, forwards 
copy of a decree which has appeared in the “ Journal Official des 
Etablissements Frangais de YOceanie,” of the 27th December 
1894, notifying that on and after the Ist January 1895 a new 
tariff of duties, which is annexed to the notification, will be levied, 
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by the “ Octroi de Mer,” pendirg ratification by the 
resident of the French Republic. 

The “Octroi de Mer” in force in the early part of 1892 
amounted to a 13 per cent. ad valorem duty only, but this charge 
was further increased in August of that year by the introduction 
of the “ Droit de Douane ” or General Customs System as applied 
to other French colonies, by which a duty amounting to about 
25 per cent. was imposed on all goods of foreign origin. This 
brought the Customs charges on imports up to about 38 per cent., 
but, owing to the great discontent prevailing among consumers, 
who alone felt the effects of the new tariff, the “ Octroi de Mer,” 


on certain articles was reduced to 5 per cent, ad valorem, and the 
aggregate Customs charges were, in consequence, brought down 
to about 30 per cent. 

The tariff now levied by the “ Octroi de Mer,” increases the 
sea Customs to about 10 per cent. on some articles and 15 per 
cent. on others, which together with the “Droit de Douane,” 
which remains in force without alteration, brings up the import 
dues on goods of foreign origin, according to their nature, to, 
approximately, between 35 and 40 per cent. 

Mr. Simons states that he is informed that this extra duty, 
which has been imposed since Ist January last, is intended to 
liquidate a heavy debt owing by this colony to the mother country, 
and its enforcement will not only fall heavily upon consumers, 
who are dependent upon the United States of America and New 
Zealand for many of the daily necessaries of life, but will also 
materially affect those importers of goods who are in competition 
with importers of French products. 

The tariff of duties annexed to the notification can be seen on 
application at the Commercial Department, Board of Trade, S.W. 


Austria-Hungary. 


: Exportation of Mules. 

Sir E. Monson, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Vienna, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 6th April, forwards 
translation of a notice which appeared in the “ Official Gazette” 
of the 5th April, to the effect that the restriction with regard to 
the exportation of mules from Austria-Hungary has been with- 
drawn. 


SPAIN. 


Customs Regulations for Wine Imported into Switzerland. 
SirG. F. Bonham, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Madrid, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 10th April, encloses 
translation of an extract from the “Imparcial” of the same date 


| 
| 
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relating to the precautionary measures, stated to have been taken 
by the Swiss Government to counteract attempts made by wine 
growers of other countries to take advantage of the reduced duties 
in the Treaty of Commerce between Switzerland and Spain. The 
measures, it will be seen, are directed against the system of usi 
Spanish wine intended for the Swiss market for conpage, ani 
also against a change of cask while in transit. The following is a 
copy of the translation :— 
The Swies Government, doubtless under the belief that certain 

foreign exporters were taking advantage of Spanish wines by 

assing their own off as such so as to benefit by their reduced 


tariff, has published a decree with respect to certificates of origin 
to which they are subjected and which our exports will have to 
covform with, dating from the Ist of March last. 

As far as one can gather from one of its paragraphs and what 
is publicly stated, no consignment of Spanish wime intended for 
Switzerland will in future be permitted to enter the private 
French “ entrepéts ” established, as is well known in most of the 
ports, and principally at Lille and Marseilles, unless prepared to 
pay the tariff applied to France. 

The Federal Government further exacts, we are informed, that 
the wine shall enter Switzerland in the same casks in which it 
left Spain. Hitherto, it appears, recasking has been permitted 
at any stage of the journey, but in future no change of cask will 
be allowed, subject to the payment of the maximum tariff. 

Such are the principal innovations which our export trade must 
keep in view to continue its predominance in the Swiss market, 
a market, which though now very important, may become more so 
with perseverance in the elaboration and classification of wine, as 
practised in the districts of Panadis and Urgel, which are the 
most appreciated, without neglecting the wines of Valencia and 
other aE tricts, less agreeable to the taste, but more suitable as 
“ Vins de coupage.” 

Spain now holds the first place in the supply of wine to 
Switzerland. 

Until 1886 France was at the head, then Italy in 1887, which 
has had in turn to yield to Spain since last year. 


Temporary Admission of Cylinders Employed in Printing 
Textiles. 
Sir G. F. Bonham, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’A ffaires at Madrid, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 25th April, reports that 
the “ Official Gazette” of the same date contains a Royal Order 
granting to Messrs. Battle, Vidal, and Dannes, a Barcelona firm, 
permission for the temporary importation of cylinders employed 
in printing textiles when imported for the purpose of being 
engraved. 
Among the conditions the more important.are that the usual 
duty must be pzid on their arrival, which is to be repaid on their 
86992. D 
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being: re-exported within four months, during which. time the 
Custom-house officers. will. satisfy themselves that they are 
actually being engraved. 

This circumstance tends. to.show the policy of the Government 
im granting privileges in favour of a class.of goods imported, as it 
is explained, not for consumption in Spain, but to be transformed 
and perfected by the national industry. 


On West Coast or AFRIOA. 
Trading Privileges in Porto de Oro. 


Sir G. F. Bonham, Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, 
in.a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 24th April, transmits 
copy and translation of a Royal Decree which has been published 
in the “ Official Gazette” of that date, granting to the Spanish 
Possession of Porto de Oro, on the west coast of Africa, the 
advantages accorded to coasting trade as regards commerce with 
Spain and the Balearic Islands. 

In the preliminary statement it is stated that the sovereignty of 
Spain over the territory contiguous to Ric de Oro, on the west 
coast of the Sahara, having been long recognised it has been 
decided to develop as much as possible Spanish enterprise in that 
quarter. A scheme will shortly be drawn up of new military, 
political, and administrative measures, but it is of immediate im- 
portance that a stop should be put to the anomaly by which 
Spanish goods are subject to the same tariffs as those of foreign 
countries with which Spain has not commercial agreements 
(“agenos 4 nuestros conciertos comerciales”). It is thought 
probable that the tribes of the interior will take advantage of this 
outlet for their commerce, as by so doing they will save from 15 
to 20 days on the journey they are obliged to make to S. Luis 
de Senegal and other outlets on the coast. 

The following is a translation of the decree :— 

Art. 1. The import and export trade between the Peninsula and 
the Balearic Isles and the Spanish Possession of Rio de Oro 
shall, for the administrative purposes of the Customs, be considered 
as coasting trade. 

Art. 2. Articles of national manufacture or production remitted 
from ports in the Peninsula or Balearic Isles, accompanied b 
the proper documents establishing their origin, shall be admitted 
duty free. 

_Art. 3. Cattle, wools, gums, rough marble, gold dust, ostrich 
skins and feathers from the Rio de Oro factory, as well as fresh, 
salt, dried, smoked, or preserved fish from the fisheries or factories 
on the coast of the said colony, shall be admitted free of duty in 
the Custom houses of the Peninsula or Balearic Isles. 


Art. 4. For the application of the exemptions enumerated in 
the previous article it shall be an indispensable requisite that the 
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consignments ‘be ‘direct: and borne. under the Spanish flag, and: 
that they be.accompanied bya document issued) by the r, 
stating the quantity, class, and. origin of the goods, and the 
decument must’ be verified: before:the proper Spanish authority in 
Rio de Oro, who shall certify,to the legal validity of the same. .: 

‘Art. 5.That the necessary instructions: for the execution of 
this decree be issued by the Ministers of Marine and Finance. 


Isianps. 
Customs Regulations. 

‘Sir G: F. Bonham, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Madrid, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office dated the 14th April, tran:mits 
copy and translation of a note received from the Minister of State, 
notifying that it has not been found possible to accede to the 
application made by the British Embassy, that the temporaty 
tax of 20 per cent. established’ by the Budget Iw for the 
Philippine Islands be remitted in favour of goods for which 
contracts were entered into before the law was published, there 
being no provision under which such a concession can be 
granted. 


Rico. 
Reduction of Dues for Loading Vessels at Porto Rico. - 


Sir G. F. Bonham, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Madrid 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 20th April,encloses 
translation of a law which has been published in the Official 
Gazette, relative to a reduction of 25 per cent. on the dues for 
loading vessels in Porto Rico, as regards sugar and molasses. 
The following is a translation of the law in question :— 

Decreed by the Cortes and sanctioned by the Queen Regent in 
the King’s name :—Sole article—The freight duty (‘“ derecho de 
carga”) now in force for all classes of sugar and molasses in the 
island of Porto Rico is reduced by 25 per cent. 


RouMANIA. 
New Dock Regulations for Galatz and Braila. 


A communication, dated the 17th April, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, forwarding an extract from the “ Independ- 
ance Roumane ” giving the new dock regulations at Galatz and 
Braila as finally determined by the Council of Ministers in the 
session of the 17th (29th) March last. 

It appears from the extract in question, that as regards the 
facilities of operations, the unloading of .merchandise brought into 
the port by sea-going ships will be effected as far as.possible at a 
particular spot in each port. With that. object the dock adminis- 
tration will establish pontoons and landing stages on the bank of 
the Danube in front of the docks, so that those shipping companies 
which do not possess in the port their own landing places, such as 
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the Fraissinet, Curtge, Florio, and Rubattino lines may freely 
make use of these pontoons. In the same way landing places will 
he established on the banks of the Danube for the Austrian, Lloyd, 
Fraissenet, Curtge, Société, Russe, and Florio and Rubattino lines, 
and warehouses will also be erected in sufficient numbers to 
accommodate all the goods brought by the ships of the various 
companies. 

The discharge of the goods and their manipulation on the quays 
and docks will be effected as at present by the dock authorities, 
who will levy the usual tariff dues. The shipowners themselves, 
however, or their agents, will be allowed to discharge by means of 
their own men the vessels belonging to them. In these cases the 
dock administrations will return the taxes levied after making a 
deduction to cover expenses and risk, this deductioa being 30 per 
cent. in the case of Braila, and 40 per cent. in that of Galatz. 
For the first three days after the discharge of a cargo, no charges 
for warehousing will be made; but goods which have not been 
sent forward by the fourth day become liable to warehouse dues, 


Quay dues will be collected by the docks as hitherto, the only 
difference being that in the case of steamers belonging to a regu- 
lar line, the base of calculation will be the ton of 1,000 kilos. net, 
whether loaded or unloaded. In the docks all steamers belonging 
to private owners or te shipping companies will be allowed to 
enter the basins and discharge cargo there at night, and even on 
Sundays and holidays. Instead of paying double the ordinary tax 
and the expenses of the officers supervising these operations, such 
vessels will pay an additional 25 per cent. on the fees for 
unloading. 

At Galatz boats engaged in the coasting, passenger, and goods 
traffic on the Danube shall moor alongside the Quai de la Bourse, 
and at Braila a' the part of the port starting near the old house 
of the Count of Roma. Waiting-rooms for passengers and ware- 
houses for goods are to be constructed at each of these ports at 
the place named.. The extent of these quays is to be determined 
by the Ministers of Finance and Public Works. To assist 
Customs operations, these places are to be railed off, and they 
are to be established in such positions that they will not be 
intersected by the railway lines so as not to hinder the despatch 
and reception of goods, 

A sufficient number of warehouses are to be erected at the 
Braila and Galatz docks for the deposit of imported merchandise, 
and large enough to hold all the goods which wholesale 
merchants bring into these ports. 

Those of the above provisions which relate to the payment of 
dues and taxes are to be put into force at once—from the com- 
mencement of navigation this year—whilst the remainder are to 


come into operation in the course of the year as soon as the 
necessary arrangements can be made. 


| 

| 

| 
| 
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GREECE. 


Importation of Sugar Cane Cuttings. 


Mr. E. H. Egerton, Her Majesty's Minister at Athens, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 10th April, forwards 
translation of a Royal decree, published in the Official Gazette of 
the 5th April, permitting the importation of cuttings of sugar- 
cane from Egypt under certain conditions of disinfection intended 
as a precaution against the introduction of phylloxera by this 
means. 

It is desired by the Lake Copais Company to introduce the 
cultivation of the sugar cane into some of the recently reclaimed 
land which is thougut to be suitable for it, and it is hoped that a 
sufficient quantity of cuttings will be procurable in Egypt for this 
purpose. 

The following is a copy of the decree :— 

Art. 1. It is permitted to import cuttings of sugar cane, pro- 
ceeding from Egyptian ports, the place of origin being proved 
by a certificate of our proper consular authority, or in default of 
such, of the consular authority of a foreign power. 

Art. 2. Besides the abuve-mentioned certificate, importers of 
cuttings of wy. + cane must present a certificate of the consular 
authority, to the effect that the cuttings were taken from places 
distant not less than 50 kilometres from any phylloxera infected 
spot; and 3 kilometres from any vineyard or vine plant, and that 
the cuttings have heen washed at the place from which they were 
despatched in water containing in solution ;,, of Sulfure 
Carbonate de Potasse. 

Art. 3. The cuttings, free from any trace of earth, wust be 
packed in cases well fastened and without holes or crevices, and 
wrapped in canvas. 

Art, 4, The cases containing the cuttings shall be received by 
the importer in the presence of a committee, to be appointed by 
our Minister of the Interior. 

Art. 5. The committee above mentioned shall superintend dis- 
infection at the port of importation. The disinfection shall consist 
in a washing in water, containing 4, of “sulfure carbonate de 
potasse,” in solution, or in soaking for 24 hours in pots containing 
of “ sulfure carbonate de potasse.” 

Art. 6. The committee superintending the reception may 
permit on their own responsibility the alteration of the strength 
of the solution. 

Art. 7. The cases and canvas wrappings shall be destroyed or 
disinfected in stronger solutions. 

Art. 8. As soon as the captain, who has a cargo of cuttings of 
sugar canes on board his ship, delivers to the sanitary authority 
of the port on arrival the consular certificate, and the declaration 
of importation, the authority above mentioned will place his ship 
under strict observation, and inform our Minister of the Interior. 

Art. 9. The disinfection may be allowed to take place even at 
the place at which the cuttings shall be planted. In such cases 
the weight of the boxes shall exceed 75 kilos. 
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Art. 10, Any violation of the provisions established in this decree 
will be punished in accordance with Art. 2 of the law respecting 
phylloxera. 
New Lighthouses in the Gulf of Corinth. 

Mr. Maxse, Her Majesty’s Consul at Pireus, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 9th March, states that the 
following new lighthouses have recently been placed in the vicinity 
of the Gulf of Corinth :— 

A new light was placed on Cape Soveaki, in the Gulf of 
Saronique, three miles E. of the east entrance to the Corinth 
Canal. The light shown is a fixed red one, visible all roun] at a 
distance of eight miles, Its exact geographical position is lat. 
57° 54’ 40” N., long. 23° 3’ 30” E. (Greenwich). 

A’ new light was placed on Cape Psaromyta, in the Gulf of 
Corinth, 6°2 miles N.E. of the port of Vostitza. It is a white 
light, showing for a space of 10 seconds at intervals of 30 seconds. 
It is,visible at a distance of 22 miles. The apparatus is of the 
third class, dioptric, and the angle illuminated is 277°, ie., from 
S. 30° E. to S. 53° W. Its exact geographical position is lat 
8° 19’ N., long. 22° 11’ 12” E. (Greenwich). 

On December Ist, 1894, the new lighthouse, placed on the 
rocks at Cape Lithari, in the south-east of the island of Skyros, 
was first lighted. The apparatus is of the first class, dioptric, 
and shows “a white light for the space of 24 seconds every 
15 seconds. The angle illuminated is 238°, z.c., from S. 9° W. 
to N. 67° E. The limit N. 67° E. passes the point south-east of 
Sarakinonisi.. It is visible for 32 miles. Its exact geographical 
position is lat 38° 46’ 03” N., long. 24° 41' 00” E. (Greenwich).— 
(No. 1527, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


PERSIA. 
Shipping Charges in Persian Ports. 


The United States Vice-Consul-General at Teheran supplies 
the following information relative to shipping charges in Persian 


With ‘the exception of Enzelli, the port of Resht on ‘the 
Caspian, where there is a wharf of very primitive construction 
for vessels of light draught, none of the ports, either in the north or 
south, have yet been provided with wharves or docks, either-for 
the convenience or unloading, or im case! of necessity, making 
repairs to the ship. 
10 In each locality, viz., Astera, Enzelli, Meshedi Sar,'and Astra- 
bad, on the Caspian, and Lingah, Bender Abbass, and Bushire, 
‘on the’ Persian Gulf, veseels have to anchor outside in. the open 
roadstead. 
‘Qn the Caspian, in consequence of a large’ bar or belt of sub- 
‘merged ‘sand running along> the whole southern coast, every 
description of craft has to stand about two or ‘three miles out: to 
sea’y“in ‘the Persian Gulf, the distance varies ‘from one to three 
tiles. “In each case, goods are brought ashore in ‘native boats or 


. 
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’ As the Caspian is practically a Russian lake, and, on account 
of the prohibitive transit duties levied on all western goods 
passing through Russia en route for Persia, it is but rarely used 
or European merchants for the importation of their wares into 
ersia. 

A small duty of about 23d., called “ hak-ibenderi ” bo: dues), 
is levied on each case, bale, or bundle of merchandise of whatever 
nature exported from the country (by the Caspian). As, however, 
all taxes and customs in connection with the export and import 
of goods are generally let to farmers who do not, as a rule, 
exercise a careful supervision, the payment of the exact amount 
is often evaded. 

In regard to the customs or regulations in force on the Persian 
Gulf, Mr. Malcolm, the consular agent of the United States at 
Bushire, says that, with the sole exception of a charge for pildtage 
at the rate of 1} kran (74d.) per foot at Bushire, and without any 
distinctiun of nationality, no taxes, dues, or rates in any shape or 
form are levied on shipping in any of the ports of the Persian 
Gulf. Two-thirds of the fee for pilotage are appropriated by the 
pilot himself, and one-third goes to the private purse of the 

overnor of Bushire. Vessels proceeding to Busrah (Turkey) 
‘invariably carry a river pilot from Bushire, and the official fee is 
fixed at the rate of 15 Sani per foot (6s, 3d.). The pilots are 
natives of the island of Carrack, and under the jurisdiction of the 
‘chief of Bunder Reeg, who pays the pilot 100 krans (27, 1s: 8d.) 
per vessel, reserving the balance for himself. Lately, however, a 
private arrangement has been made between the chief of the 
pilots and the shipping agents for the payment of 300 krans 
(61. 5s.) per vessel, irrespective of draught. 


Unirep Srares. 
Customs Decisions. . 

The following decisions respecting the construction to be given 
to Acts of Congress relating to the classification of articles in the 
Customs tariff, and the application of the Customs laws of the 
United States, have recently been given by the Customs 
authorities in that country :— 

Full-sized pieces of leather made from the tanned hides of 
cows or other bovine animals, of a quality and thickness suitable 
for making parts of harness, uséd also to make rollers designed 
for printing newspapers and other printed matter, one side of the 
leather having a smooth surface, presenting the appearance of 
having been dressed or finished,are dutiable under paragraph 340, 

Silica stone, ground so as to have the appearance of sand, used 
as a cement or slush between fire bricks with which furnaces. are 
lined, is dutiable at 20 per cent. ad vaivrem as a non-enumerated 
manufactured article. 

Hollow’ metal cylinders about 44 inches.long and :4:an inch in 
_ diameter, one end of the tube being cut into teeth, intended for 
cutting pearl butions out of the shell, are dutiable at 30 per cent. 
under paragraph 183; Act of October Ist, 1890. 
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Casts of models composed of plaster of Paris, not coloured or 
ornamented in any manner, and designed for use in the manu- 
facture of picture frames, are dutiable at 55 per cent. ad ralorem 
under graph 100, and the similitude clause of section 5, Act 
of October Ist, 1890. 

Endless felts or machine blankets are dutiable as manufactures 
of wool at 44 cents per pound and 50 per cent. ad valorem, in. 
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 297, Act of August 
28th, 1894, and paragraph 392, Act of October Ist, 1890. 

Hyposulphite of soda is dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem 
peaer the provisions of paragraph 60 of the Act of August 28th, 

Running spikes are dutiable at 45 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 215 of the Act of October Ist, 1890, as manufactures 
of metal n. o. p. f. 

Needle points for blanket frames, being sharp-pointed pieces of 
steel, each of which is about 14 inches long, and resembling a 
needle in form, with numerous barbs near the point, but having 
neither an eye or hook, and consequently not capable of carrying 
a thread, are dutiable at 45 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 
215. 

Mechanical figures composed of earthenware and other sub- 
stances, and each containing a metal spring or movement which, 
after being wound up, operates the figure for about 30 minutes, 
are dutiable at 35 per cent. under paragraph 177, Act of August 
28th, 1894. 

Ash hoops, pieces of ash split, shaved, cut into lengths, and 
converted into hoops are dutiable at 25 per cent. under paragraph 
181, Act of August 28th, 1894. 

Microscopes and opera glasses are dutiable at 40 per cent. 
ad valorem under paragraph 98. 

Tournay velvet carpets are dutiable at 60 cents per square 
yard, and 40 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 400 of the Act 
of October Ist, 1890, and paragraph 297 of the Act of August 
28th, 1894. 

Fish eggs, consisting of the hard spawn of codfish, and fish 
eggs, packed in hermetically sealed tin cans, and prepared for 
preservation in the manner described in G, A. 1250, are free of 
duty as fish eggs provided for in paragraph 471. 

Ordinary gilt and bronzed wooden picture frames are dutiable 
at 25 per cent. under paragraph 181, Act of August 28th, 1894. 

Neutraline, a light-coloured oil obtained from crude petroleum 
by a process of distillation, is dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem, 
under paragraph 60 of the Act of August 28th, 1894, as a 
distilled or expressed oil. 

Bath bricks are dutiable at 30 per cent. under paragraph 86, 
Act of August 28th, 1894. 

Pieces of woollen carpeting, with woollen lining, originally 
made into saddlebage, are dutiable at 50 per cent. under para- 
graphs 407 and 408. 

Strips of Jeather cut to requisite lengths and sizes for lining 
the inside of hats, commonly known as leather sweat bands for 
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hats, are dutiable at 30 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 355 
of the Tariff Act of 1894, as manufactures of leather uot specially 
provided for in said Act. 

Rosaries used by Catholics in the performance of their religious 
duties, consisting of beads composed of glars, wood, and shell, 
respectively, strung upon metal chains, the whole surmounted 
with a metal cross, are classified as manufactures of which glass, 
shell, metal, and wood respectively are the component material of 
chief value. 

Crude platinum, siraply extracted from the ore, is exempt from 
duty under paragraph 590, Act of August 28th, 1894. 

Woollen vor worsted table covers are dutiable at the rate of 
44 cents per pound and 50 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 
392, Act of October lst, 1890. 

Small tin lanterns to be classified as “toys,” not as manufac- 
tures of metal and glass,and dutiable at 35 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 436 of Act of October Ist, 1890. 


Waste pieces of waterproof garments, the general use of which _ 


is to extract the rubber therefrom, are dutiable at 30 cents per 
pound under paragraph 388 of the Tariff Act of October Ist, 
1890. 

Tamboured cottons are dutiable at 60 per cent. under paragraph 
373 of the Tariff Act of October lst, 1890. 

Lithophone, a white, dry materia!, for use in painting, contain 
ing zinc, but not containing lead, is dutiable at 1} cents per lb. 
under paragraph 60 of the Tariff Act of 1890. 

Sulpho-tonic, an acid prepared from coal-tar, used in making 
coal-tar colours, is dutiable at 20 per cent. under paragraph 19 of 
the Tariff Act of October 1st, 1890. 

Distilled oil of paraffine is to be classitied for duty as distilled 
oil, at 25 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 76 of the Tariff 
Act of October 1st, 1890. 

Astrakban trimmings are dutiable at 60 cents per pound, and 
60 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 398 of the Tariff Act 
of October 1st, 1890. 

Filtering paper, cut into discs and ready for use in filtering, is 
dutiable at the rate of 8 cents per pound, and in addition thereto 
15 per cent. ad valorem. 

Sinall black pins inported in small metal boxes are dutiable at 
the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem under the provisions of para- 
graph 206 of Act of October Ist, 1890. 

“ Transfer ” pictures or “ decalcomane pictures,” being pictures 
in sheets folded and pasted in paper covers, are dutiable at 35 per 
cent. ad valorem, in accordance with tne provisions of paragraph 
321, Act of 1894, and paragraph 436, Act of October Ist, 1890. 

Silk edgings, inasmuch as the terms silk edgings and silk laces 
are convertible and are used interchangeably in commerce, are 
dutiable as laces at 60 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 413 
of the Act of October Ist, 1890. 

Articles made of collodion, paper, and gelatine are dutiable 
under paragraph 21 of the Act of October Ist, 1890, at 60 cents 
per lb, and 25 per cent. ad valorem, 


| 
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Hem-stitched cloths (fancy: lawns, tuckings, skirtings, . 

(1 and chiefly) Of bleached and coloured cotton cloths, varying 
in width from ‘about 22 to 54 ins. and ‘in length from »14-to 30 
yards, with from 3 to 6 ins. of one edge or border turned over 
and hem-stitched, and are generally designated in the. invoices and 
-known intrade either as: hem-stitched cloth, plain hem-stitched 
cloth; or plain hem-stitehed lawns, batiste, nainsooks, or muslins, 
or as plain hem-stitched material. In exceptional cases they are 


described as hem-stitched skirts, or as hem-stitched skirting,-or as 


cotton cloth skirting. 

(2.) Of bleached and coloured cotton cloths which are of: like 
character as above, but in‘addition to the hem-stitehed border are 
ornamented variously with revered or fancy openwork effects 
produced by drawn threads or-with so-called applique, miter, or 
diced effects, and known generally in trade as fancy hem-stitched 
lawns, nainsooks,-or muzlins, or as fancy hem-stitched cloth or as 
‘fancy hem-stitched skirting 

(3.) Of ‘bleached and coloured-cotton cloths, which are of like 
character ‘with those described in (1), but in addition to the 
hem-stitched border are ornamented with tucks, varying in number 
‘from 2 to 30:or more, arranged either regularly or in clusters 
of two or more, and. ‘sometimes. interspersed with revering or 
-openwork effeets, generally known in trade as tucked flouncings or 
as tucked skirts: or skirtings; but are not known commercially 
or familiarly as tuckings, are dutiable as manufactures of cotton at 
40: per ‘cent. ad valorem ‘under paragraph 355 of the Act: of 

October 1, 1890. 

Incandescent lamps, composed of metal and glass, are dutiable 
at 35 per cent. ed valorem under paragraph 102, Act of August 28, 
1894, 

Shawls, made in part of cotton, and in part of wool, com- 
mercially known as “ woollen shawls,” the component material of 
chief value in them being cotton, are dutiable under paragraph 
392 of the Tariff Act of October 1, 1890. 


Requirements of Samples,of Wool Shipped to United States . 


_ The following is a copy of a communication dated the 
23rd January last, which has been addressed by the Acting 
Secretary of the United States Treasury Department to the 
Secretary of State at Washington :— . 
*«T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
‘of the 17th instant, enclosing a copy of a despatch from the 
“United States Consul at Bradford, England, in regard to the 
requirements of samples of wool shipped to the United States 
“under paragraphs 649 and 650, Consular Regulations of 1888. 
“Tn regard thereto you are informed that as all wool of the 
‘sheep, hair of the camel, goat, alpaca, and other like animals, and 
all wool and hair on the skin, rioile, yarn waste, card waste, bur 
“waste, slubbing waste, roving waste, ring waste, and all waste or 
“rags, composed wholly or in part of woo), are exempt from duty 
under paragraph 685, of the Act of August 28th, 1894, the 
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‘Department is of opinion that' the requiremetits of samples ‘of wool 
or any other free goods may be suspended, as it-would subject 
shippers to mecessary trouble and'expense.” 


Classification of Abandoned and Unclaimed ‘Menchandise\, 


following are the terms of a circular ‘issued ‘from’ the 
Treasury Department at Washington on the 23rd March ‘to 
collectors and other officers of the Customs, relative to the proper 
duty to be assessed upon merchandise either abandoned in ware- 
house after remaining in bond three years, or left unclaimed for 


more than one year under general order :— 

With regard to the rates of duty chargeable on certain goods 
which were originally imported, while the provisions of the Tarift 
Act of 1890, chapter 1244, were still in force, but which goods 
remained in custody of the Government until after the passage 
of the Tariff Act of 1894, chapter’ 349, the goods in question 
being still dutiable, but upon ‘which the rate of duty has been 
changed by section 1 of the latter Act, the goods referred’ to are 
resolvable into two classes; | 

First, those’ which have been entered for warehouse and 
deposited in bond prior to the Act of 1894, but not withdrawn 
for consumption within three years from the date of original im- 
portation. Section 54 of the Tariff’ Act of 1890 (superseding 
section 2970 of the revised’ statutes) provides as follows:— 

“That any merchandise deposited in bond in any public or 
private bonded warehouse may be withdrawn for consumption 
within three years from the date of original importation on pay- 
ment of the duties and charges to which it may be subject by law 
at the time of such withdrawal: Provided that nothing herein 
shall affect or impair exiating provisions of law in regard to the 
disposal of perishable or explosive articles.” 

Seotion 2971 of the revised statutes ‘provides, among’ other 
things, as follows :— 

Any goods in public store or bonded warehouse 
beyond three years shall be regarded as abandoned to the Govern- 
ment, and sold under such regulations as the Secretary of ‘the 
Treasury may prescribe, and the proceeds paid into the 
Treasury.” 

Under prior Tariff Acts the question has arisen whether the 
provision last quoted transfers to the Government the ownership 
of the abandoned goods, subject to a discretionary power of 
remission under section 2972, similar’ to that’ given by sections 
6292, 5293, 1841, 2858, 3001, 3078, 3461, &c.; or whether the 
goods are to be regarded as still warehoused for the benefit of the 
importer until the Government shall foreclose its lien by selli 
them. There is no such question, however, under the Tarift Act 
of 1894, By the express language. of section 1 of that Act, the 
new rates apply not to all warehoused goods as by section 50 of 
the Act of 1890, but only to “articles (thereafter) imported from 
foreign countries or withdrawn for consumption.” The- latter 
clause should be construed with the i legislation above quoted 
80 as to constitute a harmonious whole. - of 


i 
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Goods, therefore, imported and entered for warehouse prior to 
the Act of 1894, and not withdrawn for consumption within three 
years from the date of original importation, are unaffected by the 
new rates of duty ; and the “ duties” mentioned in section 2972 
of the revised statutes are the duties to which they were pre- 
viously subject, whatever be the construction to be put upon this 
section in other respects. This applies not only to goods imported 
within three years before the Act of 1894 took effect, but to all 
goods theretofore imported and then subject to the tariff rates of 
1890. 

The second class of goods which are referred to are those not 
entered by the importer either for warehouse or consumption, but 
deposited in store as “unclaimed merchandise” under the pro- 
visions of section 2965 of the revised statutes. These goods, 
like the others, are regarded as abandoned to the Government 
after three years (section 2971). There is no other limitation, 
however, upon their entry for warehouse or consumption so long 
as they remain in the custody of the Government. Therefore, so 
long as they remain unsold, they may be withdrawn for con- 
sumption upon payment of the new rates of duty at any time 
within three years from the date of their original importation. 
If sold, however, under the provisions of section 2973, they can, 
of course, no longer be withdrawn for consumption; wherefore 
tke new rates of duty are inapplicable, and the duties to be 
deducted from the proceeds of sale by the terms of that section 
are those of 1890. 


NICARAGUA. 


Termination of Commercial Agreement with the United States, 
Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s Minister at Guatemala, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 3rd March, transmits 


copy of a report by Mr. Consul a (together with its 
enclosures), by which it appears that the Government of Nicaragua 
have denounced the reciprocal Commercial Arrangement entered 
into with the Onited States of America by the Government of 
General Sacasa. 


Imposition of Ancorage Dues at Corn Island. 
Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s Minister at Guatemala, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 25th March, transmits 
copy of a report received from Mr. H. F. Bingham, the British 
Consul at Greytown, stating a decree has been issued by the 


Government of that Republic imposing anchorage dues on vessels 
arriving at Corn Island and Little Corn Island, Mr. Bingham 
states that heretofore no shipping dues other than those for entry 
and clearance have been charged at those ports. The decree 
provides as follows :— 

Art. 1. That steamships and sailing vessels arriving at the ports 
of Brig Bay and South Bay, in Corn Island, and Pelican Bay, 
in Little Corn Island, shall pay anchorage dues at the rate of 
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5 cents per ton register for vessels in ballast, and 10 cents per 
ton register for vessels with cargo. 

Art. II. The dues established by the present law shall be 
collected by the official whom the executive power may appoint 
for the purpose. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
Customs Tariff. 


The following statement shows the rates of import duties now 
levied on British goods entering Trinidad and Tobago : 


Articles. Rates of Customs Duties. 
£ s. d. 
Bread of all kinds - - barrel 01 6 
‘or every 100/. 
Boots and shoes - { 6 0 0 
Bricks - - - - | The 1,000 0 3° 0 
Butter, ghee, or any edible preparation of fat other 
than lard or oleomargarine - - - | The Ib. hee 
Carriages on springs, four-wheeled = - - . | Each 700 
pe two-wheeled - - 400 
Cement - 7 : - - - | The barrel 0 0 6 
Cheese - - - - | The lb. 
Cocoanuts - - - - - - | The 1,000 010 0 
Corn, of all kinds, including oats “ - | The bushel 00 5 
jogs - - - - - | Each 010 
Fireworks - - | The lb. 0. 
Fish, smoked or dried - . . - - | The 100 Ibs te 
Fish, pickled, say: — 
e barrel 
Salmon - - : - -{ 200 Ibs. fo 4 0 
Mackerel - - - - - 3.0 
Other kinds - - 10 
e barrel of 
Flour - $ 196 lbs. }o 42 


Grain of every description, not otherwise specified, 
and every kind of bean, pease, and pulse of every 
description and every kind, whether whole or split - | The 100 lbs. 0 


0 5 
Gunpowder - - - - - - | The lb. 00 7 
For every 1001. 
Earthen and glassware - - -{ of value } 6 00 
Furniture - - - 6 0 0 
Lard and its compounds 7 - | The i00 Ibs. 0 4 2 
Liquors, viz. : 
Malt liquor, in wood . - - | The gallon 0 010 
The dozen re- 
puted quart 
in bottles - bottles,andso 1 & 
in proportion 


Methylated spirits, admitted as such by the collector 
of Customs - - . - - | The gallon 01 6 

All other spirits, strong waters, liqueurs, and cordials, 
if not exceeding the strength of proof as ascer- 
tained by Skyes’ hydrometer (except tinctures 
admitted by the collector of Customs as being 
for medicinal purposes only, and varnishes con- 
taining spirits admitted as varnish by the collector 
of Customs, which shall be charged at the rate of 
for every 1001. of value) - 

And for every degree of strength beyond that 
specified above, an additional duty of one penny 
the liquid gallon. 


The liquid gallon 0 10 6 
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Articles. Rates of Customs Duties. 
Wines in bottle :— £3. 4 
Sparkling wines - The gallon 0 6 0 
All other wines in bottle containing less than the 
following rates of proof spirit as verified by Sykes’ 
hydrometer (except medicinal preparations of 
wine admitted by the collector of Customs as 
being for medicinal purposes only, which shall be 
charged at the rate of 6/. for every 100/. of 
value) :— 
42 degrees - - - ” 03 3 
And for every degree of strength beyond that above 
specified, an additional duty of threepence the 
gallon. 
Wine in wood ;— 
For all wines in wood containing less than the 
following rates of proof as verified by Sykes’ 
hydrometer, viz. :— 
23 degrees - - - o 1 8 
32 » = = » 
42 ” a 3 8 


And for every degree of strength beyond the highest 
above specitied, an additional duty of threepence 
the gallon. 

Matches, lucifer, for every gross of boxes or other 
pac’ each box or peskage not more 
than 120 matches - 

‘If containing more than 120 matches duty to be 
charged in proportion. 

Match splints in cases containing each —_ to 10 


gross of matches of the ordinary length es 
Meal or other flour not wheaten - = -{ 
Muskets, guns, pistols, places, gun and 
gun stocks 
Meat, preserved of all kinds - - - = 
Oil, cresote - -{ 
» cocoanut .- - 
» petroleum - - . = 
» lard - - - 
» all other kinds - 
Oleomargarine - 


Opium—including all goods, wares, or merchandise 
mixed or saturated with opium or with any pre- 
n thereof (except tincture of opium, admitted 
by the collector of Customs as being for medicinal 
urposes only, which shall be charged at the rate of 
6l. for every 100/. of value) 

bulls and cows - - 


Slates (roofing) flag stones and tiles) - 
Soap a 


Tea - - - - 
Timber, sewn and hewn -{ 


Per gross boxes 0 


The case 0 
The barrel of 0 
196 Ibs 


Each 0 
The lb. 0 
For every 1001. 6 
of value } 
The gallon 
” 


The 100 Ibs. 
The lb. 


ooooco 


Each 
The 100 Ibs. 
1,000 
The 100 lbs. 


” 
The lb. 


bo 


oon 


oan 


== no 


2 6 
12 
| 
| | | | 
0 
0 
- 0 
| 
0 
| The 1,000 feet 0 
superficial 
Shingles - | 1,000 0 
Shooks - - - | The bundle 0 
Staves - - - - | The 1,000 0 
Tobacco : ‘ 
Unmanufactured - - - | The Ib. 
Al ” 0 
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Articles. Rates of Customs Duties. 


Textile manufactures of all kinds, wearing apparel: of | | For every 100/. } 6 i 
all kinds, haberdashery - - - of value j 


All other goods, wares, merchandise, and effects of 
every description not previously enumerated, and not ear ae. fs 0 0 
exempted in the following schedule - - 


Exemptions. 


Goods of all kinds imported or taken out of bond for the use of 
the Governor or for the public use of Her Majesty’s land or sea 
forces 

Articles, exclusive of oil and other illuminants, to be used in the construction, 
repair, and decoration of churches, and wine for use in public worship; animals of 
all kinds (except dogs, oxen, bulls and cows ; arrowroot, books, printed, not subject ' 
to duty under ordinance 14 of 1874; and not being account books; music, printed, 
not subject to duty under ordinance 14 of 1874, bullion, bark, bones and horn, 
unmannfactured, coals, coke ; cotton, raw ; cocoa, unmanufactured ; coffee; 
cassava bread and farire; charcoal; cloves; cinnamon; divi divi; earth, sand, and 
stone, in the rough; eggs; fruit, fresh (except cocoanuts) ; fish glue; growing 
plants and trees; hides, raw; honey; ice; lime; machinery driven by steam, water, 
electricity, wind, gas, or compressed air; steam boilers and parts thereof; sugar 
pans; water pipes and all machinery to be used in the manufacture of produce, if 
admitted as such by the collector of Customs; rails and other articles for the 
formation or repair of tramways or railways on estates, vehicles, and iron work for 
vehicles to be used thereon if admitted as such by the collector of Customs ; manures ; 
mace; newspapers; nutmegs; patent fuel; specie; seeds, bulbs and roots for 
propagation or cultivation; starch; tonca beans ; vegetables, fresh, not prepared or 
manufactured. 


With reference to the above a communication, datcd the 17th 
April, has been received at the Board of Trade from the acting 
collector of the Trinidad Customs who reports that pending 
amendment of the “Customs Duties Ordinance, 1894,” the 
following import duties only were to be collected from the 8th 
April last, upon the under-mentioned imports. 

Bread of all kinds, per barrel, 1s. 


Textile manufactures of all kinds, haberdashery, boots and 
shoes, hardware, earthenware, furniture, candles, leather, and all 
other ad valorem goods, including unenumerated articles for 
every 1002. of value, 5/. 

Corn of all kinds, including oats per bushel, 4d. 

Flour, per barrel’ of 196 lbs., 3s. 4d. 

Meal or other flour, not wheaten, per barrel, 1s. 6d. 

Grain of every description not otherwise specified, and every 
kind of beans, peas, and pulse, whether whole or split. Fish of 
all kind. Preserved meats of all kinds, and vilmeal be admitted 
Sree. 
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Sr. Vincent. 
Customs Tariff. - 

The following are the rates of Customs duties now leviable on 
imports into St. Vincent under an ordinance which passed the 
Legislative Council on the 14th March last :— 

Articles. Rates of Duties. 
8. d. 
Bread - - | Per barrel 010 
Bricks, tiles, and slates - ~ - - | Per 1,000 0 8 0 
Butter - - | Per lb. 001 
Candles, tallow - - - - - | Per 100 lbs. =. 2 

- - - 010 0 
Cattle, hoi - - - - - | Per head 200 

>» under 14 hands - 10 0 
Cheese - - | Per Ib. 001 
Ooffee - - - - - | Per 100 Ibs. 05 0 
Corn - - - - | Per bushel 00 4 
Dogs - - - - - | Per head 05 0 
Fish, smoked, dried, or salted - - - | Per 100 Ibs. 010 

‘ Per barrel not ex- 

Flour, wheaten - - . - - | Per barrel 0 38 0 
»  meal,not wheaten - ~ 
Grain - - - - - - | Per bushel 00 4 
Hams and bacon hams - - | Per lb. UFO: 4 
Malt quers:d in weed - - - | Per hogshead 015 0 
Per gross of boxes 
Matches - - - - - -| not exceeding 100 }O 1 0 
in each box 
Meat, beef, pork, tongue, salted or cured { aoeateed fo 10 0 
Oil, kerosine - Per gallon 0 O 2 
» other, excluding chemical, 

perfumed oils - 00 6 
Oilmeal or oileake - . - | Per 100 lbs. 00 5 
Oleomargarine - - - - - | Per lb. 0:0 0} 
Paints and suns stuffs = - - | Per 100 lbs. 0 2 6 
Rice - ~ - - | Per Ib. 0 0 OF 
Salt, sens table salt . - - | Per bag or barrel 0 0 6 
Shingles - - - ° - | Per 1,000 020 
Soap, common washing - - | Per Ib. 0 0 Of 
Spirits, brandy and 6 - | Per proof gallon 

» rum 0 5 6 

» gin and all other spirits not enumerated - » 0 6 6 

All strengths avove proof in | | 
for every higher degree of —- 

» liqueurs, cordials and bitters = - Per gallon 07 6 
Sugar, muscavado - - | Per 100 Ibs. 

» crystallised - - - - » 0 3 0 

Tallow, mill, and cart grease - - - | Per Ib. 0 0 Of 
Tar, Pitch, and resin - - | Per barrel Otol bert 
Tea = - - | Per lb. 0 0 6 

»  unmanufactured 00-6 

» long cigars, commonly called “ “ Long 010 
‘Toms ” 

» cigars and cigarettes of all other kinds - : ” 0 3 0 
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Articles. i. Rates of Duties. 
» all other - - | Per 100l. of value 25 0-0 
Wood, spruce and white pine - - - | Per 1,000:feet 4 0.5006 
pitch pine - tO 91050 
allother kinds - - 12 
All and every sort and description ot 
wares, and ‘merchandise, above ‘enu- }}'Per 100/. of value, 910 0 
merated and not fal ar Digg 


The goods, wares, merchandise, and effects conmetlill in ‘the 
table herein-after contained ‘are exempted from the duties and 


rates imposed by this ordinance. 


Table of 


Animals—mules, asses, swine, * goats, 
sheep, horned cattle, and horses for 
breeding purposes. 

Bullion, coin, and diamonds. 

Tee, fresh fish, fresh meats, fresh fruits, 
fresh vegetables, and poultry.. 

Machinery driven by steam, water, 
pao wind, gas, or compressed 

; steam boilers and parts thereof ; 
suger pans, water pipes, and all 
machinery and vessels to be used in 
the manufacture of produce. * 

Manures. 

Specimens illustrative of natural history, 
seeds, cuttings, bulbs, and roots of 
plants and shrubs. 

Pictures, music, manuscripts, books, and 
printed papers, not including unused 
account books or printed f 


labels. 

Baggage, apparel, and professional 
apparatus of passengers, 

Clothing, accoutrements, materials, 


stores,‘and supplies, imported for the ~ 


use of Her Majesty’s Navy and 
‘Army, or of any officer thereof upon 
full pay stationed in this Government. 
All ‘articles imported or purchased 
locally for building, repairs, or use 
of or in any church or other edifice 
Set apart for Christian public worshi 
‘Provided that’ proof be given to = 
apace of the treasurer that such 


‘articles have been imported or pur- 
chased locally and are necessary for 
such uses and not otherwise. 

All articles imported by or for’ the 
officer administering the Government 
of this colony for his own use: 
Provided that a certificate be produced 
with every entry of such articles, 
showing them to be for such use. 

All articles imported for the public 
service of this Government : Provided 
that the same be certified by the 
Colonial Secretary to be for such 
service. 

Bridges of, iron or wood, or of, both 
combin: 

Gas and water-pipes. 

Lime. 

Printing presses. 

Sewing and parts thereof. 


Sheathing metal and spars for ships, and 


canvas when imported for ship’s use. 

Shooks, wood, iron, and truss hoops, 
staves, ad ‘headings,’ all ‘empty. 
produce bags, barrels, ‘catks,..cases,’ 
hogsheads, and puncheons. 

Telegraph wire, telegraphic, telephonic, 
and electrical apparatus, and appliances | 
of all kinds for communication or- 
illumination, including all material. 
for the use of the West India and 
Panama Telegraph Company. i 

Wire cloth and 


Rates of Export Duty. 


“The following is a statement of the rates of ‘export duty now. 
leyiable in the colony of St. Vincent :— 
On every hogshead of sugar, the produce of this Colony, al 


38 ins. truss and upwards, 2s. 
86992. 
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On every hogshead of sugar as aforesaid under 38 ins. truss 
and not less than 34 ins. truss, 1s, 9d. 

On every hogshead or cask of sugar under 34 ins. and 
exceeding 672 lbs. gross weight, 1s. 4d. 

On every cask of sugar of 672 lbs. in gross weight and not 
less than 336 lbs. gross weight, 8d. 

On every cask, barrel, half barrel, or package of sugar under 
336 Ibs. gross weight, 4d. 

On every puncheon or cask of rum or other spirit as aforesaid 
containing more than 52 imperial gallons, ls. ~ 

On every puncheon, cask, or package of rum or other spirit as 
aforesaid not exceeding 52 Imperial gallons, 6d. 

Cn every puncheon of molasses containing 90 gallons or 
upwards, 9d. 

On every cask or package of molasses containing less than 
90 gallons, 6d. 

On every 200 lbs. weight of arrowroot and so in like proportion 
for any greater or less quantity, 6d. 

On every 112 lbs. of cotton as aforesaid and in like proportion 
for any fractional part of a hundred weight, 3d. 

On every 112 lbs. of cocoa as aforesaid and in like proportion 
for any fractional part of a hundredweight, 3d. 


British HonpuRras. 
Customs Tariff. 


The following statement shows the rates of import duties now 
levied, under the Tariff Ordinance of 1895, on British goods 
imported into British Honduras :— 


Articles. Rates of Duties. 
Dols. cts. 
Beer, porter, cider, and perry - - - - | Gallon. 0°25 
Candles, tallow - ~ - - Lb. 0-01 
Cigars - - | 1,000 6°00 
Cocoa - - - Lb. 0°03 
Coffee - - - - 0°02 
Gunpowder - - 0°05 
Hay and oats - - - - - | 100 Ibs 0°10 
Lard : - - Lb. 0-01 
Lumber, rough, except palings - - - - | 1,000 ft. 1°00 
» dressed - - - 1°50 
Oils, mineral of 150° test and upwards . - - | Gallon 0°08 
below 150° test - - 0°06 
» other, not in bottles - - 0-06 
ium . - - - - Lb. 2-90 
Revolvers - - - - - | Each. 3-00 
Soap - - - - | 100 lbs. 0°25 
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Articles. _ Rates of Duties. 
Spirits, not methylated, cordials and liqueurs, not exceeding the 
strength of proof by Sikes’ hydrometer, and in prpgeaion for 
any greater strength than aang of woos - -| Gallon 2°50 
Sugar, unrefined -| Lb 0°013 
» refined - - 0°02 
Tea - - - 0°05 
Tobacco leaf - 0:08 
other than leaf - - 0°50 
Wines, sparkling - - - | Gallon 1°50 
» Still, except claret - - - - $9 1-00 
Wine, claret - 0°50 
All other goods not free of duty, and not otherwise charged with 
any duty, according to the invoice or assessed value, including 
the cost of packages - - - - 10 per cent. 


The following articles are exempt from duty :— 


Agricultural implements. 

Animals, living. 

Beef and pork, heretofore paying rated 
duty. 

Books, printed, not being account. 

Bread, navy and pilot. 

Bricks, roofing slates, and tiles. 

Bullion and coin. 

Cane bills, cane knives, and hoes. 

Cement and lime. 

Church decorations and vestments im- 
ported specially for any church. 

Cocoanuts. 

Coal and coke. 

Drain pipes. 

Firewood. 

Fish, salted, dry or wet. 

Flour. 

Fresh fish and oysters (not preserved in 
any way). 

Fresh fruit. 

Furniture and household effects of bona 
fide immigrants. 

Hides and skins, raw. 

Tee. 

Indian corn. 

Iron fencing and iron netting 
(including staples and railings). 

Iron framework and girders efor iron 
buildings). 

Tron roofing, waterheads, brackets, in- 
cluding downpipes, guttering, ridging, 
and screws. 

Machinery, fanaa marine, and 


Meat, fresh (not preserved in any way). 

Palings for fences. 

Passengers’ Inggage (containing apparel 
and articles of personal use, and pro- 
fessional apparatus). 

Patterns and samples of no saleable 

ue. 

Pitch and tar. 

Plants, seeds, bulbs, and roots. 

Plant of materials for railways, tele- 
graphs or telephones, tramways, 
electric lighting. 

Poultry and other live birds. 

Pumps and other apparatus for raising 
water. 

Rice. 

Rubber, unmanufactured. 

Salt (other than table salt). 

School appliances imported specially by 
the manager of any school. 

Shooks, staves, heads, and hoops for 
casks, and rum casks. 

Stones, sand, gravel, and soil. 

Tanks and vats, 

Timber, logwood and other dyewoods, 
being indigenous to the colony. 

Tombstones and memorial tablets. 

Tortoiseshell (unmanufactured), 

Trucks, for use in mahogany works, 
including the axles, ironwork, and 
chains forming part thereof. 

Turtle, live. 

Uniforms and appointmerts imported by 
civil officers. 

Vegetables, fresh. 

Vessel 


E 2 
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XIV.—EXTRAOUTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. . 


Exuisition at Moscow IN 1896." 

Mr. John Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at» St. 
Petersburg, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 22nd. 
April, states that, in a communication received from Mr. Consul 
Medhurst, of Moscow, a photographic exhibition will be “held’in 
that city, under the presidency of H-£.M. the Grand Duke Serpe, 
during the months of February and March 1896. As..the 
exhibition will be of an international character, the participation 
in it of English exhibitors is, Mr. Medhurst states, particularly 
invited. The following is an extract from the regulations :— 

The exhibition will open 11th (23rd) February and close 11th 
(23rd) April 1896. 

Russian and foreign exhibitors are equally entitled to take part 
and receive rewards. 

Exhibitors receiving awards of medals will be given ‘a 
corresponding diploma; but:the value of the medals must be paid. 
by the exhibitors before receiving them. 

‘Wall-spaces, to a height of 4 arsheens (9 feet 4 inches) from 
the floor, cost 5 roubles per arsheen (28 inches) of width. 

The spaces on the floor to 'a height of 3 arsheens cost 6 roubles 
per square arsheen. 

Government and scientific societies are free from payment. 

Show cases and all decorations of the exhibits to be provided 
by the exhibitors at their own cost. 

Applications for space, together with the amounts due for the 

same, to be forwarded not later than Ist (13th) January 1896. 
Exhibits will be received.as late as 20th January (1st) Vakempia 
1896, and are all to be directed Moscow Photographie Exhibition, 
1896. 
Exhibits must. be removed by their owners within 14 days after 
llth (23rd) April 1896, the date of closing. Exhibits not 
removed within the specified time will be considered forfeited to 
the Society. 


BELGIAN RAILWAY AND PosTAL SERVICES. 


Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister at Brussels, ina 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 27th March, gives the 
following information with reference to the Belgian railway, 
postal, telegraph, and telephone, and marine services for 1893, as 
published in a report issued by the Belgian Government :— 

This document contains two maps, one of the Belgian railway 
system, and the other of the postal, telegraphic, and telephonic 
facilties throughout the kingdom. 


| 
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The total working expenses of the Belgian State railways during 
1893 amounted to 81,969,346 frs. (3,278,773/.) a diminution from 
those of 1892 of 511,082 frs. (20,4432), while their receipts were 
140,819,632. frs. .(5,632,785/.), an increase of 4,661,429 fra. 
(186,457/.) upon the previous year. 

Of the railways worked by private companies, the expenditure 
during 1893 amounted to 19,933,719 frs. (797,348/.), a reduction 
of 495,177 frs. (19,8072) from that of 1892; while their receipts 
were 40,963,327 frs. (1,638,533/.), an increase of 1,301,137 frs. 
(52,0452.).: i 

With regard to postal correspondence, the number of letters 
forwarded in 1893 was 102,307,722, an increase of 3,012,481 upon 
1892; besides 40,195,766 post-cards, an increase of 935,584 on 
1892. 

The total receipts of the post office in 1893, amounted to 
18,276,628 fre. (731,065/.), an increase of 762,754 frs. (30,510/.) 
on 1892, and the expenditure to 10,178,072 frs. (407,1227), 
leaving a favourable Balance of 8,098,555 frs. (323,942/.), 5 

The telegraph receipts amounted to 5,529,079 frs. (221,1632), 
and the corresponding expenses to 5,136,285 frs. (205,451/.), 
leaving a favourable Balance of 392,794 frs. (15,7122.). 

The marine service, besides the hydrographic surveys, pilotage, 
light house, steani tug, life boat services, the inspection of fisherier, 
and the ferry across the Scheldt, between Antwerp and the Téte 
de Flandre, includes also the mail packet service between Ostend 
and Dover. 

This latter conveyed, in 1893, 97,566 passengers, an increase of 
9,328, or 16 per cent. on 1892. 

Of the above, 61,209 were passengers between Belgium and 
the United Kingdom, and 36,357 in transit between England and 
other foreign countries. 

The total receipts of the steam packet line were 1,034,673 frs. 
(41,386/.), an increase of 27,474 frs. (1,098/.) upon 1892. 

The receipts for all marine services amounted to 4,881,251 frs 
(195,250/.), and the expenditure to 5,100,800 frs. (204,032/.). 
showing a deficit of 219,549 frs. (8,782/.). 


St. Nazarre. 


The following ascount of the progress of shipbuilding at 
‘St. Nazaire is taken from a report to the Foreign Office, dated 
the 16th March, by Mr. Viee-Consul Dickie :-— casas 

There has been increased activity in both the great shipbuilding 
yards here, but chiefly in the Chantiers de la Loire, where they 
are busy constructing the “ Massena,” an ironclad for the French 
navy. The following ‘are her dimensions ;Tonnage, 12,000 ; 
horse-power, 13,500 ; length, 371 feet; beam, 67' feet ;’draught 
of water, 25 feet 6 inches. ‘The swift cruiser“ d’Assas”-is also 
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in course of construction, and will soon be launched. The iron- 
clad “ Valmy ” has been delivered to the French Admiralty, and 
has, I am told, given satisfactory results. Two fine cargo steamers 
have been built for the Compagnie des Chargeurs Réunis, the 
“Cordilleras” and the “Campinas,” both with a tonnage of 
nearly 2,000 tons. 

The Ateliers and Chantiers of the Transatlantic Company 
have not constructed any new vessels, but several of the older 
steamers belonging to the company have undergone extensive 
repairs and received new engines. They are thus transformed 
into vessels of modern type, and nearly as good as new. 

Both the above dockyards have a reputation for good and 
careful workmanship, but the expense of production must be 
considerably greater than in establishments of the same class at 
home. 

Since the passing of the new law on shipping of January 30th, 
1893, French shipowners have found it to their advantage to 
build their deeds in France, the enormous bounty allowed by 
the State being more than equai to the economy in prive which 
would be effected by giving their contracts to British shipbuilding 
ards. 

* In this district the consequences of the Act are already apparent. 
Several contracts have been passed with the different shipbuilders 
on the Loire, and among them orders from one of the largest and 
best known firm of shipbuilders in Bordeaux, who formerly 
bought or built most of their vessels in England.—(No. 1508, 
Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


Tue Sanitary ConpITION OF DIEPPE. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 5th March, Mr. H. 
W. Lee-Jortin, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Dieppe, gives the 
following information respecting the sanitary condition of that 
town. As one good result arising from the visitation of cholera 
in 1892, a special commission was formed for visiting all unhealthy 
dwellings in Dieppe, and its labours have been rewarded with 
salutory results. Lriefly, the present state of things is summed 
up in the report as follows:—The town of Dieppe is found to be 
generally under favourable climatic conditions. It enjoys an 
equable temperature without great heat, and without severe cold, 
but with, at the same time, rapid changes, The westerly winds, 
which are the prevailing ones, purge the town of many impurities. 
Water is good and abundant, brought from springs at St. Aubin- 


- gur-Scie, about 8 kiloms. from Dieppe ; it reaches the town in a 


closed aqueduct and is distributed to the habitations without 
haying seen the light, so that it remains pure and free from any 
exterior contact which might pollute it. Its streets are well paved 
and the footpaths have recently been all re-laid with a hard and 
durable kind of diamond-shaped tile. The members of the 
commission have carefully visited all dirty and unhealthy houses, 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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and have enforced on both landlords and tenants the obligation 
of adopting certain prescribed sanitary regulations with regard to 
water-closets, privies, ill-paved and badly drained court-yards 
and passages, and in cases of necessity have put the law in force ; 
all insalubrious and unclean habitations generally have been 
thoroughly limewashed.—(No. 1506, Foreign Office Annual 
Series.) 


ComMMERCIAL Ponicy or THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT. 


With regard to the commercial policy of the Spanish Govern- 
ment, Sir G. Bonham, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Madrid, makes the following observations :— 

Some account of the commercial policy of the Government 
during the last year may not be out of place. It will be remem- 
bered that when the Conservative party went out of office in 1892, 
an administration was formed under Sefior Sagasta, comprising 
advanced free traders, such as Sefior Moret, and also represen- 
tatives of the agricultural and manufacturing intereste who are 
strongly in favour of protection. 

The necessity for some modification of the protective tariff had 
already become evident, as the Conservatives before resigning 
office had negotiated treaties of commerce with Sweden, Norway, 
Holland, and Switzerland, and their successors lost no time in 
following their example with respect to other countries. A com- 
prehensive treaty was made with Portugal, and others were signed 
with Germany, Italy, Austria, and Belgium, and a provisional 
arrangement or modus vivendi was entered into with France, all 
which measures were in due course to be submitted to the Cortes 
for their ratification. 

A re-construction of the Cabinet took place in the early part 
of the year 1894, when the two more prominent Protectionists 
resigned office. It soon became apparent that a determined 
opposition was about to be made to the passing of the treaties, 
and there being a majority of Protectionists in the Committee of 
the Senate, to which the treaty with Germany was referred, it 
was found possible to postpone the report indefinitely, so that the 
session ended without the German treaty being ratified, or any 
attempt being made to ratify those with other countries. 

The result has been a war of tariffs between Germany and 
Spain, the former country imposing the highest duties on Spanish 
imports, with an additional 50 per cent., while Spain retaliated by 
imposing the highest duties in the Spanish tariff. 

It would be interesting to know the exact influence which this 
action on the part of the two Governments has exercised on the 
trade of the respective countries, but the monthly returns of the 
Custom-house do not give the necessary information respecting 
countries of origin. it does not appear, however, from the 


statistics for 1893, that the trade between Spain and Germany 
previous to the rupture was an extensive one. 
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oAPhe results of this change of policy on the Spanish Government 
has' been the-withdrawal trom the Cabinet:.of Sefior Moret, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs,'who bad represented the free trade 
element in the Liberal Government, and the abandonment of: the: 
treaties.. The hopes of more liberal treatment of: foreign goods 
aré’now centred in a revision of the tariff whichis in contem- 


Or THe Prtra. ’ 
. Sir Hy Wyndham, Her ge be Minister at. Bucharest, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 8th April, states that 
the convention for the navigation of the Pruth modifying that 
of 1866, has been voted: by the Roumanian Chamber. ‘ocak 


CO, 


ce & 


Tue Export or CIGARETTES. 


According to a despatch dated the 16th April, received through 
the Foreign Office, from Her Majesty’s Minister at Cairo, the 
Custom-house statistics show a steady increase in the quantity of 
cigarettes exported. In 1892 the total’ export amounted’ to 
141,551 kilogrammes, in 1893 to 155,567 kilogrammes, and in 
1894 to 175,613 kilogrammes. 

_In-spite, however, of the large consumption of Egyptian 

cigarettes which would appear. to take place in Europe, the 
amount of exported cigarettes is almost insignificant as compared 
with that reserved for use in the country itself. | While the total 
export of 1894 amounted to 175,613 kilogrammes, no less than 
2,515,821 were consumed in Egypt. 


Tue SatontcA-DEDEAGATCH 


Mr, J. E. Blunt, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Salonieca, in 
a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 15th April, states ‘that 
the section from Serres to’ Anghista, 27 miles in length; .of the 
Salonica-Constantinople Junction Railway under construction bas 
‘been completed, and was on that date opened to public traffic, ‘ 


Invusrrian anp Fine Arts at Mexico, 

_ Her Majesty’s Secretary .of State for Foreign Affairs. has 
received from Her Majesty’s Minister at Mexico a copy.of the 
prospectus'of the Exhibition of: Industries and Fine Arts, to be 
opened in the city of Mexico on April 2nd, 1896, at which there 


plation.—(WVo. 1502, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 
| 
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-will-be a Foreign |Department, and special Customs exemptions 
‘and - other: facilities. are promised to! foreign’ exhibitors... This 
prospectus may be seen: on application to the Commercial 
Department Foreign Office, between the hours of 
+i i qmi no +i 


47499 


AN *.1 


Market 1N Tunis FoR British Goops. 


Mr. Haggard, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Tunis, in 
a “déspatch to’ the Foreign Office, dated the 19th March, 
states that it is a matter of considerable surprise that English 
manufacturers have not taken more advantage of the lenient 
treatment which they at present enjoy, and which enables them to 
compete with their superior goods on equal terms, as regards ‘duties, 
“with French manufacturers. He adds :— 

“Asa matter of fact our goods are not properly represented 
here, and I cannot but think that if the Chambers of Commerce 
in’ England were to cccupy themselves a little as regards this 
matter the market here might be very largely increased. 
~ €Up to the last year or two English goods were greatly handi- 
capped by the difficulties and expense of transit, but now there is 
a direct line: of steamers running fortnightly from Manchester 
(the “Prince ‘Line.”) This company ran a line of steamers 
‘monthly from’ London‘to Tunis till the close of last year, when 
‘they had ‘to take’ it off as it did not pay. ‘They now run direct 
from Loudon to Malta, with transhipment there to Tunis. 

« Perhaps, if these facts were generally known, more English 
goods would be brought here. It seems to me that, with the 
present’ difficulty of finding markets, the English manufaeturer 
would do well to try and compete with the French, which I am 
inclined to think that he could, under present circumstancés, do 


Vera Cruz Harsourn Works. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 8th March, 
Mr. Arthur Chapman, Her Majesty’s Consul at Vera Cruz, states 
that the harbour works’in Vera Oruz, which have been in con- 
struction under contract for many years, and on which vast sums 
of money have been expended, show but little progress as the 
result of last year’s work. __ 

The outside casing of the sea-wall that is to connect the main- 
land with the island of San Juande Ulna, and to’ protect the 
bay from the north, has for the most’ part again been destroyed 
by the heavy sea, and although there now exists ‘a ‘rough bréak- 
»water along the length of the sea-wall, which is 

strengthened, no doubt, by the débris_ the wrééked eoncrete 
blocks; yet isi difficult to ‘understand °why: this wall’ has 
before now been finished, forithere aréno gréat obstacles to ‘the 
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The heavy sea only prevails at intervals during the norther 
season from October to March, and during at least six months of 
the year a calm sea may be counted on. There can be no question 
of insufficiency of funds, seeing that an extra duty of 2 per cent. 
is collected on imports for the benefit of those works, amounting 
to some 14,000 dols. per month, and that they also receive 
7,000 dols. every week. Thus 504,000 dols. (50,400/.) a year is 
absorbed by this underiaking. 

What is yet more inconceivable is the apparent neglect of 
the silting up of the sand in the bay caused by the stoppage of 
the current by the breakwater, and which is jeopardising the 
safety of the port. Vessels of 21 feet draught call periodically 
at Vera Cruz, and on occasions vessels arrive with 24 feet draught. 
The question is already mooted as to the risk they run through 
lack of water. In fact, should the deterioration of the port con- 
tinue at the present rate it will not be long before vessels of 
large tonnage will be unable to enter, insurance rates to Vera 
Cruz will increase, freights will rise, and incalculable harm will 
be caused to the trade of the country. 

With all its inconveniences Vera Cruz has maintained its 
position as the griesieel port of the Republic, and collects over 
50 per cent. of the Customs duties of the Republic. It offers the 
most direct and shortest railroad from the coast to the capital, and 
there is no other port on the coast, even if sufficiently developed, 
that could compete with Vera Cruz in through freight to the 
capital. 

‘Since Janu 1893, a dredger with sand pump has been 
anchored in the bay, and, although not sufficient to have prevented 
the present evil, might, if employed, have done good work towards 
retarding it. 

At present the harbour works seem to be at a standstill, and 
negotiations are on foot for placing them in the hands of other 
contractors. It is to be hoped that a matter of such national 
_ interest and vital importance to the foreign trade of the country 
will be entrusted to those who will show good work for capital 
employed.—( No. 1509, Foreign Office, Annual Series.) 


Great NaTIonaL ExuisitTion at Kroro. 


- The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
notice of a Great National Exhibition at Kioto, Japan, to be held 
from April to August, 1895. In connection with the exhibition 
notices have also been received to the effect that visitors are 
invited to call upon the Taihin-Kyokwai, the association for the 
accommodation of foreign visitors to the Kioto Exhibition, which, 
under the patronage of His Excellency the Governor of Kioto 
Prefecture, aims to furnish reliable information concerning the 
industries of the land, to hold and encourage intercourse. between 
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the representatives of different nations, and to assist strangers so 
as to make their stay in the city comfortable, profitable, and 
interesting. The agents for this association are Meidi-Ya, at 
Yokohama, and Meidi-Ya, Kobe. 

The association undertakes— 

I. To provide comfortable lodgings either in hotels or Japanese 
homes, and to furnish carriages and conveyances at reasonable 

rices. 

II. To afford special convenience for the inspection of schools, 
factories, temples, and sites and remains of historic interest. 

III. To introduce to Japanese specialists those who desire 
investigation in the line of science, art, or manufacture. 

IV. To be a medium of business transaction between foreigners 
and Japanese, and to give special facilities for the purchase of 
articles. 

V. To start a club for the reception and entertainment of 
strangers, as well as for the promotion of social intercourse 
between the representatives of al! nations. 

VI. To secure reliable guides and interpreters ; and 

VII. In all other ways to assist strangers so as to make their 
stay in the city comfortable, profitable, and interesting. 


TRADE IN THE ConsuLAR DistTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA. 


The following account of the condition of trade in the consular 
district of Philadelphia is taken from a report to the Foreign 
Office by Captain R. C. Clipperton, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Philadelphia, dated the 26th April :-- 

A steady and remarkable advance in prices is reported as 
having occurred since January 25th last, when confidence com- 
menced to be restored by the successful operation of the Bond 
Syndicate. 

It is considered that the present improvement in the general 
situation has a substantial foundation as shown by the improving 
prices for staple products with a foreshadowed shortage in some, 
fewer unemployed, light stocks of manufactured articles in the 
retail establishments throughout the country, and a growing volume 
of trade as indicated by larger railroad earnings as compared with 
a year ago. It is reported by railrvad traffic managers that 
merchandise freight receipts are gradually swelling, though the 

enger receipts are as yet hardly nominal. The volume of 
(viilind being done is much larger in all branches than comparisons 
with former years make it appear, because prices for all com- 
modities are now much lower. While gross receipts of the rail- 
roads may not be much in excess of last year, the amount of 
business being done is larger, and the lower cost of operating, in 
consequence of the decline in commodity values, including labour, 
makes net earnings correspondingly larger. Mills and factories 
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starting up, and others are increasing their forces. While a 
igradual.growth in business is Jooked for, it is thought'that it will 
require some time yet before the people can accumulate sayings 
and recover from the late stagnation. 

So far the growing crop of winter wheat is reported to be 

favourable., .The crop on Missouri and Illinois. has the best 
showing. Ohio and Indiana promise over an average, Michigan a 
trifle below, with a very poor crop in Kansas. It is further 
reported to date that prospects have improved except in Kansas. 
The acreage is a trifle smaller than last year. Interior mills. are 
using much less wheat than a year ago, and farmers have much 
less on hand. 
_ The speculations in petroleum have been very strong, the price 
of which reached the highest quotation in 17 years, namely 2°60 
dols. The Standard Oil Company appears, however, to. be 
regaining control of the market, the price having been lowered to 
2°10 dois. 

The late high prices for beef are attributed as being largely 
due to the control of the supply by a few strong corporations. 
Dr. Salmon, Chief of the Bureau of Animal Industry, says that 
present prices show that cattle on fuot are approaching paying 
figures for growers and feeders, but they do not warrant any such 
sensational rise in price of dressed beef to butchers by the great 
slaughtering establishments, nor an advance such as has been 
reported on the part of retail dealers in meat for consumers. A 
nominal rise in the wholesaleprice of dressed beef and in retail 
ao should be only in proportion to the rise indicated for beef 
on foot. 


_ Tue Proposep Maryianp AND Deraware Sup Canat. 


‘In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 13th March, 

‘Mr. W. F. Seagrave, Her Majesty’s Consul at Baltimore, states 
that the construction of the proposed Maryland and Delaware 

Ship,.Canal which has been so long before the public was 
advocated with renewed persistency and no little ability during 
the past year. Not only was it contended that, by cutting the 
canal through the Delaware Peninsula, the foreign and coasting 
trade of Baltimore would derive immense impulse and benefit, 
but that in time of possible war. it would add considerably to the 
defence of the coast. . 

, It, was contended that the proposed canal would shorten the 
weyage from Baltimore to all northern European ports by some 
.24 hours, obviating the tedious and difficult navigation of 
Chesapeake Bay. ‘it 
.. The Baltimore .Chamber of Commerce, representing the 
shipping, and mercantile interests of the city, has, however, in. a 
recent report, exposed the fallacy of these pretensions, and 
pronounced strongly in. opposition to the canal. pede ities 


May 1895.] EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC, ETO. REPORTS. 5771. 


They declare that the very suggestion of such a canal is’ 
objectionable to the shipowner owing to the increased danger of 
navigation, and. that, if underwriters did not demand a higher 
rate’ of premium on vessels using it, they*would be sure !to 
require exemption from the consequences of groundings, colli- 
sions, &c., as has already been done in the cases'of the Suez 
and Manchester Canals. 

They draw attention to the enormous expense which would be © 
caused, not only in excavating a canal 54 miles in length, but also 
in dredging the approaches to a depth of 28 to 30 feet, as well as 
to the risk of ice in winter. 

Finally they assert that no time would be gained by using the™ 
canal, as a snip would require 17 hours to steam through it from 
Baltimore to Delaware Bay under the most favourable conditions, ° 
and assuming it to be lighted,’ whereas at the’ present’ time 
steamer can leave Baltimore at any hour of daylight and reach the 


open sea at the Capes in 16 hours.—(No. 1512, Foreign Office 
Annual Series.) i 


Gotp Minine Nortu CAROLINA. 


Mr. A. Harkness, Her Majesty’s Acting Consnl at Charleston; | 
in a report to the Foreign. Office, dated the 16th April, gives the 
following information in reference to gold mining in that)Consular 
District :-— 

Considerable interest has lately been taken in the announce-: 
ment of unusually large gold finds in the North Carolina::mimes 
during the past year, which seem to indicate that the mining 
section of the State may become one of the richest: gold-producing 
regions of the country, and the following information which has 
been taken principally from a report just published by Mr. J. J. 
| Newman, mining engineer of Salisbury, North Carolina, may be 
of use to those interested in this matter. 

It appears from Mr. Newman’s statement that there were 
numerous discoveries of large gold nuggets last year in the 
Ingraham mine, Stanley County, North Caroliria, which, for 
some time, however, were kept very quiet by the managers’ of 
the mine; but recently the discoveries have been so’ titimerotis 
and valuable that it was found impossible’ to keep the ‘matter ’ 
secret any longer—it being stated that, within the past 30 days; 
at least 25 ibs. of gold, mostly in nuggets, have been taken*from 
the above-named mine. .Three weeks ago 5 Ibs: of' the’ precious | 
metal were brought to’ town in one lot, then 4 lbs. and one’ 
2‘lb. nugget, and last week*one 7 lb. lump ‘of solid: gold was 
found besides a double bandful of small nuggets.’ ) oi 

“The large ‘seven pounder is described as being heart-shaped, 
7 ins. long, 5 in width, and 24 thiek in’ the: thickest place, 
it: also shows that ‘it is ‘considerably ‘water-worn and 
travelled”; this being the largest lump of gold found in North’: 
Carolina since the 28 lb. nagget ‘was taken from’ the ‘Reed mine! 
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in Cabarrus county nearly a century ago. It is now stated that 
the last named mine has been purchased by parties in the State 
of Ohio who propose working it to its full capacity. 

Mr. Newman further reports that there is a good deal of 
excitement in the town of Salisbury over the finding of sc many 
large-sized nuggets, more than 1,000 persons having handled 
the seven pounder in a single day, and he expresses the opinion 
that, while it cannot be expected large nuggets are to be found 
lying around everywhere, nevertheless, it is his belief tiiat many 
mines throughout the State could be made to pay fairly good 
dividends if they were legitimately managed and worked. 
Hitherto the most serious obstacle that has prevented the 
development of the Carolina mines, has been the refractory 
character of the ores and the presence of sulphurets making it 
unprofitable to treat the ores by the usual method of quicksilver 
amalgamation ; but this difficulty is said to be in a great measure 
overcome by the adoption of the chlorination process which is 
now in successful operation at the Reimer mine, saving, as 
reported, at least 90 per cent. of the assay value of the gold 
per ton, so that any ore having a value above 10s. (2°50 dols.) 
per ton, which is the cost by the chlorine process, can be 
profitably worked no matter how refractory it is or how much 
pyrites it contains. 

This, Mr. Newman thinks, will render valuable and profitable 
hundreds of gold mines now lying idle in the States of North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, and will likely make it 
possible to get millions of dollars worth of bullion out of them. 

In conclusion, he states that chlorination will save the contents 
of the very refractory Southern ores, but unfortunately by that 
process other valuable contents are lost; if, however, means 
could be devised to remedy this loss, the South would possess one 
of the rich gold-producing fields of the world. 


SHIPPING AT THE Port OF CHARLESTON IN 1894. 


In his report upon the trade and commerce of Charleston 
during 1894, Mr. E. H. Rawson-Walker, Her Majesty’s Consul 
for that district, gives the following particulars regarding 
shipping :— 

ost of the foreign steamers that came here last year carried 
the British flag, but the bulk of the foreign trade in sailing vessels 
was done in ships of other nationalities than British, most of the 
sailing ships being Italian, Spanish, and Norwegian barques and 
brigs of moderate tonnage, with an occasional arrival of a German, 
Austrian, or Russian ship; but for the past two or three years the 
French flag has practically disappeared from the harbour of 
Charleston on merchant vessels, a French war vessel having been 
the last ship arriving of any importance flying the tricolour of 
France several years ago in these waters, Twenty years ago a 


May 1895.] EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC, ETO. REPORTS. 573 


British steamer’s arrival was the exception and not the rule, most 
of the British arrivals being sailing vessels, the majority of which 
hailed from Nova Scotia. The change from sailing vessels to 
steamers has apparently brought about a marked improvement, as 
there is now far less trouble to adjust differences between masters 
and their crews than formerly, and fewer desertions take place, 
which latter fact, however, may be partly accounted for by the 
wholesome effect which the new treaty with reference to the arrest 
of deserting seamen which is now in force between the Govern- 
ments of Great Britain and the United States. Occasional 
trouble among the crews of British steamers has now and then to 
be dealt with, but, taken as a whole, out of every 50 or 100 
vessels coming to Charleston, the number of instances where 
trouble occurs among the crews (of anything more than trivial in 
its nature) is of comparatively rare occurrence, and bears no 
relative proportion to what it formerly was.—(Foreign Office 
Annual Series, No. 1517.) 


Urvueuayan AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 20th March, 
Mr. W. Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister at Montevideo, encloses 
a memorandum drawn up by Mr. Consul Grenfell on the subject 
of the Uruguayan Agricultural Exhibition. The memorandum 
is as follows :— 

On the 12th April the National Agricultural Exhibition was 
formally inaugurated by the President of the Republic, who was 
accompanied by the Presidents of the two Chambers, his Ministers 
of State, the members of the Diplomatic and Consular bodies. 

The proceedings were opened by an address from Sefior Pous, 
President of the Rural Association. In his remarks he pointed 
out that the Government had laid the association under the debt 
of gratitude for the assistance it had rendered it in realising the 
idea of an exhibition that had for its main object the bringing 
together, this, their first national concourse of the productive 
powers and industries of the Republic. 

The President replied in a few words. and expressed the deep 
interest he and his Government took in everything that could 
promote the welfare and progress of the country, and concluded 
by declaring the exhibition open and wishing it every success, 

The exhibition, ‘in general, is doubtless a very fair display of 
the productive resources and capabilities of the country. The 
range of useful products is also as wide as could be shown, in all 
probability, by most countries under similar conditions of 
civilisation and practical experience in agriculture and embraces 

roducts of both semi-tropical and temperate climates. But the 
industries for the conversion of these raw products to immediate 
use are still very immature. 
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The -pastoral industry, being by far the greatest in the 
Republic, naturally monopolises «the largest share of the exhibi- 
tion. | The show of live-stock is below what might have been 
expected, and by far the finest’ animals exhibited are those that 
have been imported of laté years for breeding purposes, but the 
— of these in no way do justice to their sires or dams. 

is may easily be accounted for, as want of experience and 
knowledge in live-stock breeding is ‘somewhat. wanting in 
Uruguay. dete 

' In the agricultural séctions there! are good qualities of-cereals 
especially wheat, maize, and barley. — 

‘The most remarkable advance is clearly visible in the wine 
industry, and ‘a fair show of good, if not fine, wines manufactured » 
in the country forms a very interesting part of the exhibits. |‘: 

The machinery department: showing agricultural) machinery 
and‘implements imported by various firms from manufacturers in 
Great Britain, the United States, Francé, and Germany, is ‘on 
the whole good. 

The show of mules, the produce of the imported Spanish asses, 
is worthy of note, showing the fine class of this useful animal 
procurable in Uruguay. 

In conclusién: ME Consul Grenfell considers that the exhibition 
has been a wise step towards encouraging the development of the 
natural resources of this nature-favoured country. row ot 


Prosectep IMPROVEMENTS OF THE oF MONTEVIDEO. 


Mr. A-Grenfell, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Montevideo, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 2nd March, referring to 
the several schemes for the carrying out of the preliminary studies 
of the Montevideo port works which had been presented to the 
Government of Uruguay, states that it is announced in the 
leading papers of Montevideo that the Government had decided 
to accept the proposal of the German engineering firm of Messrs. 
Luther and Company. It is said that this proposal has been, 
recommended by the German Government, and is -believed to 
be the most advantageous to the State, and has been unanimously 
papesrest by the President and his Ministers. It is also said that. 

essrs. Luther and Company are backed by a syndicate of 
German bankers, including the capitalist Herr Bleichroeder. The 
decree accepting the proposal has not yet been published, the 
delay being, it is rumoured, occasioned by Messrs. Luther and 
Company not having a sufficiently empowered representative 
there. 
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XV.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


OvuTBREAK OF ANTHRAX. 


The Board of Agriculture have issued a leaflet on the 
subject of anthrax, as they consider it very desirable that the 
information contained in it should be brought under the notice 
of agriculturists and stockowners throughout the country. The 
report is divided into four classes:—(1.) Symptoms and post- 
mortem appearances of anthrax ; (2) procedure with regard to 
healthy animals; (3) disposal of carcasses; and (4) cleansing 
and disinfection. Copies of this leaflet are to be obtained free 
of charge and post free on application to the Secretary, Board of 
Agriculture, 4, Whitehall Place, London, S.W. Letters of ap- 
plication sc addressed need not be stamped. 


Tue Propvuction or FIpROLINE YARN. 


A company with a large capital has just been incorporated at 
Bradford to carry on the manufactare of fibroline yarn. The 
yarn is produced ‘from what has hitherto been regarded as useless 
waste, viz., the noils created in hemp and flax spinning works. 
Experiments have been carried on with the new process for some 
time in this district, and have resulted in the incorporation of a 
company as noted above. 

On this subject the United States Consul at Bradford gives the 
following information :— 

“The raw material is a very dirty waste, containing, however, 
a large proportion of fibres of various lengths, but the difficulties 
encountered in treating them have hitherto proved so insurmount: 
able that the waste—which is produced in enormous quantities in 
Ulster, and on a still larger scale in Belgium and Italy—has be2n 
used chiefly as a material for making paper. The introduction 
of wood pulp and the extraordinary expansion of the wood-pulp 
industry in Europe have, however, almost ousted it as a paper- 
making material, and, as a result, the price has fallen to about 
40 dollars per ton, or less than 2 cents per pound. It may not be 
generally known that in spinning flax the fibres are kept wet, and 
the first aud all-important departure made by the inventor, a 
Belgian—Felix Victor Max Raabe—was to treat the fibre as wool 
is treated, spinning it dry and using oil in the process. To do 
this he found that the appliances used for treating short wools 
were not in themselves sufficient, and the result of his experi- 
ments has been the adaptation of the carding, condensing, and 
spinning mules of the woollen trade to the peculiar requirements 

86992. F 


576 GENERAL TRADE NOTES. (May 1895. 


of his rather intractable material, which adaptations and inven- 
tions are the subjects of various patents, two in particular, which 
have been secured in England, France, Belgium, Germany, 
Austria, and Canada. In effect the processes are practically a 
combination of the systems of cotton and woollen yarn spinning, 
with, however, some peculiarities not found in either. 

“The yarns produced are either single or folded, as may be 
required, and are mainly thick counts, it not having been found 
advisable so far to spin higher than twenties. These yarns, 
samples of which I have seen, are wonderfully regular and strong, 
and they can be used for any purpose for which similar vegetable- 
fiber yarns are now employed, as, for instance, in the weaving of 
linen “ hardens” for aprons, for warps and weits of Brussels and 
other carpets; and, although primarily the object of Mr. Raabe 
has been to deal with flax, hemp, and jute waste, his system has 
been found equally applicable to that troublesome, yet tempting, 
material—rhea fiber. The principal and immediate demand for 
“ fibroline” yarns is expected to come from the carpet manufac- 
turers. Partly owing to their cheapness, and partly for other 
reasons, cotton yarns have recently been extensively used for the 
backs of carpets, notwithstanding that linen yarns, which were 
invariably used in former years are admittedly superior to cotton 
in durability and other qualities. The new yarn has been tested 
by several Kidderminster manufacturers, and found to be in 
every way suitable for their needs, while its price is lower even. 
than cotton. Indeed, the syndicate which has hitherto controlled 
Mr. Raabe’s system has already received large repeat ordera. /t 
is the intention of the company to erect a carding and spinning 
plant in this district forthwith to produce the “fibroline” yarns 
on a commercial scale.” 


PostaL CoNVENTION BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND 
FRANCE. 


A convention between Greal Britain and France respecting 
postal communications, which was signed at London on the 
30th August last, and the ratifications for which were exchanged 
at London on the 23rd March last, has been issued as a 
Parliamentary paper, Treaty Series, No. 6[C.7640]. Article XV. 
of the Convention gives a list of the British colonies and foreign 
possessions which have acceded thereto. 


Tur RAILWAY. 


According to information contained in the ‘‘ Journal de St 
Petersbourg,” the building operations in connection with the 
Trans-Siberian Railway, which at the end of last year had 
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advanced as far as Omsk, continue to be actively pushed forward 
in the direction of ‘Tomsk. A crowd of workmen coming from 
European Russia arrive at Omsk each day. Work is also being 
carried on in connection with the great bridge of Obi, and for 
the completion of this bridge men have been brought from 
Belgium and Italy. Traffic both in goods and passengers is 
rapidly increasing. 


Tue AND GerMaAN IRoN TRADE. 


The New York “ Engineering and Mining Journal” for the 
16th March, quotes the statistics of Belgian and German iron 
production as follows :— 

During 1894 there was a marked increase in the production 
of iron and steel in Belgium. This has been greatest in Bessemer 
iron and steel, but an increase is noted in everything but forge 
iron and iron sections. The following table shows the production 
in metric tons in 1894, as compared with 1893 :— 


| Per Cent. 
—. 1893. 1894. Increase or 
| Decrease. 
Pig iron, foundry - - -| 974,680 | 80,130 | + 7°84 
Forge - - - -| 428,480 | 498,086 | — 4°96 
Bessemer, &c. - - 242,154 | 822,744 | +33°28 
Total - - - 745,264 810,940 + 8°81 
Finished iron, rails and plates - - | 118,602 122,474 | + 7°81 
Section iron, &e. - - - 870,419 830,917 | —10°90 
Total - 3 -| 485,021 458,391 | — 6-52 
Steel, ingots, &e. - | 273,113 896,914 | +31:20 
Rails, plates, &c. - | 224,922 | 314,776 + 53°49 


The rapid growth of Belgium as a steel-producing country is 
clearly shown in the enormous increa:e in the production of steel 
ingots, rails and plates, that of the first being 31:2 per cent. and 
of the latter 53°49 per cent. The heavy increase in Bessemer pig 
is also notable. 

In this connection the figures of German home consumption 
of pig iron are’ noteworthy. In 1892 the production of this 
country was 4,937,461 tons; the excess of imports over exports 
37,956 tons, making the home consumption 4,975,417 tons. In 
1893 the production was 4,953,148 tons; the excess of imports 
55,545 tons, and home consumption 5,008,693 tons. In 1894 
the production advanced to 5,559,322 tons; instead of an excess 
of imports over exports there were 20,522 tons exported above 
imports, and the home consumption increased to 5,538,800. tons. 
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This is the only year since 1887 when the amount of iron 
exported has |been greater than that imported. In that year 
108,905 tons were exported in excess of imports, but in the 
following year the imports were 51,715 tons greater than exports. 

This steady increase in the production is precisely the reverse 
of the movement of prices. Excepting in 1890, when there was 
a heavy advance in all prices, there has been a material scaling 
down since 1882. The following table shows the prices, in marks 
per metric ton, at the beginning of each year :— 


| | | 
— | 1882. | 1886. | 1888. | 1890. | 1891. 1892. | 1893. | 1894. 1895, 


Rhenish-Westphalian forge - -| 68 | 41 | 49 | 90 | 53 | 51 | 51 | 45 | 46 
» foundry -| 76 | 55 | sy | 94 | 75 | 68 | 62 | 62 68 
” ” Bessemer -| 81 | 45 | 53 | 96 | 75 | 59 | 58 | 54 54 
Nassau charcoaliron = - -| s1 | 67 | 6 | 83 | 76 | 73 | 7 | 7% 
Basic pig - - 2 -| 58 | 89 | 45 | 79 | 49 | 48 | 39 | 36 | 37 
Siegen-Nassau spiegeleisen -| 80 | 44 | 58 | 100 | 60 | 55 | 51 | 50 | 32 
Rhenish-Westphalian boiler plates- | 215 | 143 | 155 | 260 | 200 | 165 | 125 | 120 124 
rails | 187 | 187 | 120 | 165 | 182 | 120 | 115 | 110 10s 


As will be seen, forge pig has dropped from 53 marks in 1891 
to 46 at the opening of this year. This is a decline of 13 per 
cent. 


Tue INDUSTRIES OF LUXEMBURG. 


The United States Commercial Agent at Luxemburg, in a 
report to his Government on the industries of the Grand Duchy 
of Luxemburg, states that the number of mines in 1893 was 57 ; 
total production, 3,351,938 tons ; value of ore, 324,910/.; number 
of workmen, 4,054. 

Number of blast furnaces, 23; number in operation, 22 ; total 


umber of weeks in operation, 965 ; production—forge pig, 


122,679 tons; steel pig (Thomas), 348,243 tons; foundry pig, 
87,367 tons; total, 558,289 tons; value, 1,0C1,955/.; number 
of workmen, 1,913. 

Number of foundries (all in operation), 8; production, 7,764 
tons, value 45,663/.; number of workmen, 270. 

The production of steel works was 129,123 tons. 

The are in the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg 24 tobacco 
factories, employing 362 hands. German tobacco is largely 
used in these factories. The wages varied in 1893 between 
2s. 3$d. and 3s. 1}d. per day for adults, cigar makers earning 
from 3s, 4d. to 4s. 2d., and children from 7}d. to 154d. 

The factories pay annually in salaries andjwages about 10,416/., 
about 291. 3s. 4d. per employee on an average. 
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In 1893 they produced, in round numbers, 20,000 quintals 
(39,360 ewts.) of smoking tobacco, 1,000 quintals of snuff and 
chewing tobacco, 8,000,000 cigars, and 2,000,000 cigarettes. 

The Grand Duchy possessed in the year 1893 twenty-one 
printing establishments, eleven of these being in the town of 
Luxemburg (population, 19,000). 

The numbers of persons employed in this industry was 177, as 
follows :—compositors, 89; printers 18; apprentices, 24; and 
labourers, 49. Wages varied from 2s. 1ld. to 3s. 9d. per day. 
There were in use 13 hand and 27 mechanical presses, 18 of the 
latter being steam presses. 

There were in the country in 1893 two lithographic establish- 
ments and 10 bookstores. 

The bookbinders employed 28 to 30 hands, each. of whom 
earned between 2s. 1d. and 2s. 6d. per day. 

The condition of business in the tanning industry was far from 
satisfactory in 1893. 

From 1853 to 1865, the sale of waste materials (hair, scraps, 
horns, &c.) produced a sum almost large enough to pay the wages 
of all employees. Between 1865 and 1885, however, prices fell so 
much that many tanners found it more profitable to use these waste 
materials as manure. An idea of the extent of this fall in prices 
is given by the fact that in 1884 hide scraps brought 3/. 0s. 4d. per 
100 kilogs,, while to-day they are worth only 15s. 1d. In like 
manner, the value of raw hair fell from 1/. 12s. 2d. to 12s. 1d. 


Tue Woop Putr InpustTrRy oF THE UNITED STATES. 


The report of the Labour Commissioner of the State of Maine 
contains a full and interesting account of its pulp and paper- 
making industry. The Commissioner says :— 

“In pulp making Maine is to-day in the very forefront, while 
paper manufacturing has even now become an industry of large 
magnitude. It is now conceded by all paper manufacturers that 
spruce is the best wood for pulp, and northern Maine is full of 
spruce, lying near its waterways and easily accessible. The pure, 
clear, soft water of the Maine rivers and streams is far superior 
to Western waters for pulp and paper manufacturing, The pro- 
duct is so near the market, and the whole question of freight is 
so much in favour of Eastern manufacturers, that New England 
will always be the centre for pulp and paper, and of the New 
England States, Maine has the raw materials in greatest abundance, 
the purest water, and unlimited power. 

“Two of Maine’s greatest natural resources are her forestry 
and water power. Of the 31,500 square miles of area, about 
3,200 are covered by water, and of the land surface nearly two- 
thirds, aggregating about 20,000 square miles, or 12,000,000 
acres, are still covered by forest. 
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“ In the line of ee no territory of like extent on the 
globe is so favoured as Maine. The 1,620 lakes have an area of 
2,300 square miles, and when this is supplemented by the €,151 
rivers and streams shown upon the State map, Maine’s inland 
water surface is estimated at 3,200 square miles, more lake surface 
than has a million square miles of the United States in the west 
and south. 

‘In the United States to-day are 1,200 pulp and _ paper mills. 
The States ranking first in production are New York, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Illinois. These 
seven States contribute about three-fourths of the entire paper 
supply of the ‘country. American paper is finding a foreign 
market. While paper manufacturing has been carried on ina 
small way in Maine for half a century, it is only within recent 
years that it has assumed such magnitude as an industry. One 
of ‘the first pulp mills in Maine was that of the Androscoggin 
Pulp Company, erected in Brunswick about 1870. 

“The United States census figures for 1890 of Maine are as 
follows:—Number of paper mills reporting, 6; average number 
employees, 775; total wages paid, 371,980 dols. ; cost of materials 
used, 1,062,628 dols. ; capital invested, 1,578,327 dols.; value of 
product, 1,762,440 dols.; number of pulp miils reporting, 11 ; 
average*number of employees, 793; total wages paid, 366,257 
dols.; cost of material used, 610,659 dols. ; capital invested, 
2,695,498 dols.; value of product, 1,518,611 dols. The above 
figures, while incomplete, are interesting, as they note the great 
advance from 1880 to 1890. 

“ Paper and pulp making in Maine is confined largely to the 
three leading rivers, Androscoggin, Kennebec, and Penobscot. 
The Androscoggin, in its fall of 1,500 feet from the Rangeley 
lakes to the sea, furnishes constant and reliable power. 

* An analysis of the above figures shows that the pulp and 
‘paper mills of Maine have a daily capacity of 2,324,000 lbs., or 1,162 
tons. Of this vast product 765 tons are pulp and 397 paper. 
The magnitude of pulp and paper manufacturing in Maine can 
be better appreciated when it is understood that about 12,000,000 
dols. is already invested in these twin industries, and that about 
5,000 men are employed.” 


Propuction OF LEAD IN THE Unrrep SraTes 1n 1894. 


The New York “Engineering and Mining Journal,” in its 
issue for the 23rd March, publishes an article on the United 
States lead production in 1894, in which it is stated that ‘the 
industry suffered in that year, though not to the extent that was 
generally supposed. 

The decline was altogether in the output of silver-bearing lead 
from the Western mines, and in the quantity of lead smelted from 
foreign ores, while the output of soft or non-argentiferous lead 
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from ores mined in Missouri, Kansas and Wisconsin increased 
largely and the amount of foreign-smelted bullion refined here 
was also greater than ever before. Unquestionably the low price 
of silver was the chief cause of the decline in the output-of the 
Western mines. It is surprising, indeed, that this was not. 
greater than 10,545 tons, for man oe aor mines were 
closed and many furnaces were cold during the early part of the: 
ear. 

The output of desilverized lead from domestic ores was 119,481 
short tons, as compared with 130,026 tons in 1893, and 145,217 
in 1892, which was the niaximum ever attained here. On the 
other hand, the. output of soft (non-argentiferous) lead increased: 
from 31,369 tons in 1893 to 37,044 tons in 1894. 

The net outcome was that in 1894, 160,867 tons were produced, - 
as compared with 166,678 tons in 1893, and 182,677 tons (the 
maximum outturn) in 1892. Considering the depressed condition 
of nearly every industry in 1894, and especially the injurious ' 
effect on Western mining interests of the heavy decline in the 
value of silver, the production of lead in this country must be 
considered not only satisfactory but quite remarkable. Since the” 
output during the last turee months of the year was greater than 
in any previous quarte: of the year, it may fairly be concluded 
that lead, like zinc, and, indeed, all other industries, has passed 
the bottom, and is increasing more or less rapidly under present 
prices and conditions, and a large business may be looked for in 
the current year. 

The lead imported in ore amounted to only 19,748 tons, as 
against 29,270 tons in 1893, and 26,734 tons in 1892, while the 
foreign bullion refined here amounted to 40,345 tons, as against - 
35,000 tons in 1894. 

The total imports of lead in pigs, bars, old and manufactured, 
amounted to 49,993 tons, of which 40,345 tons came in as base 
bullion to be desilverized and refined ; the greater part of this was 
refined in bond, but was afterwards entered for consumption and 
paid the duty of 1 cent per pound. The most of this bullion: 
and nearly all the lead in ore imported during the year came from 
Mexico, though a little came from Canada, where the Kootenai 
mines are being opened up, and promise to become important 
producers. 


Tue or CHILI. 


The “ Chilian Times” in its issue for the 16th February places 
liefore its readers a summary of the commercial statistics of the 
Chilian Republic for 1893. 

These show that the general commerce, which includes all 
imports and exports, in 1893 amounted to 153,340,460 dols., as 
compared with 155,156,499 dols. in 1892, and 129,650,879 dols 
in 1891. The value of the imports in 1893 amounted to 
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77,665,514 dols., as compared with 88,207,296 dols. in 1892, and 
61,273,323 dols. in 1891. The value of the exports in 1893 
amounted to 75,674,946 dols., as compared with 66,949,203 dols. 
in 1892, and 68,377,556 dole. in 1891. The special commerce of 
the Republic, by which term is meant imports which are consumed 
in the country, and exports comprising home products and manu- 
factures and foreign merchandise which has paid duty, in 1893 
amounted to 140,480,988 dols., as compared with 142,208,142. 
dole. in 1892, and 129,386,548 dols. in 1891. The vaiue of the 
imports under this heading amounted to 68,235,874 dols., as 


compared with 78,003,104 dols. in 1892, and 63,684,737 dols. in 


1891. The value ofthe exports under the same heading amounted 
in 1893 to 72,245,114 dols., as compared with 64,205,038 dols. in 
1892, and 65,701,811 dols. in 1891. The “commerce in transit ” 
of the Republic amounted in 1893 to 3,429,832 dols., as compared. 
with 2,744,165 dols. in 1892, and 2,675,745 dols. in 1891. Of 
this trade in 1893 the sum of 459,579 dols. was by sea, and 
2,970,253 dols. by land (Antofagasta to Bolivia), as compared 
with 231,838 and 2,512,237 respectively in 1892, and 942,685 
and 1,733,060 in 1891. 


InprAn Raitway DEVELOPMENT. 


Communications have been received through the India Office 
from the Public Works Department of the Government of India, 
intimating that the section of the Dudwa branch of the Lucknow 
Bareilly State Railway between Soheli station and Sonaripore 
depot, a length of 8°42 miles was opened for the public carriage 
of passengers on the 27th February last; that the Basua-Mugra 
section of the Tarkessur Mugra Tramway, a length of 18} miles, 
was opened for public traffic on the 8th March last; and that the 
Parlakimedy-Berhampur section of the East Coast State Railway, 
a length of 78 miles, was opened for the public carriage of 
passengers and goods on the Ist April. 


VictoRIAN Imports AND Exports, 1894. 


Particulars as to the import and export trade of Victoria are 
published in the “ British Australasian” for the 4th April. 

The details of the year’s trade for the colony of Victoria are 
regarded as decidedly satisfactory, in that, exports show an in- 
crease of 717,995/. in value as compared with those of 1893, 
while the value of imports show a decrease to the amount of 
813,215/. This is the more satisfactory in that, values of exports 
having fallen, the quantities of merchandise exported are greater 
than would appear from a comparison of values alone. The 
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decrease in imports and the increase of exports are, however, not 
due to the movements of merchandise, as the differences are 
nearly covered by the movements in gold, leaving merchandise 
practically statiorary, both as regards imports and exports. 


The following are the total imports and exports for the past 


three years :— 


1992. 1893. 1894. 
£ £ 
Imports - | 17,174,545 | 18,283,814 12,470,599 
Exports - - - | 14,214,546 13,308,551 14,026,546 
Excess of imports 2,960,999 
Excess of exports - - — 24,737 1,555,947 


Progress is evidenced by these figures most clearly, since the 
course of three years’ trade shows an improvement from a balance 
against exports of close on 3,000,000/. to one of over 1,500,000/. 
in favour of exports over imports. 


-Tue Trape or Sours AUSTRALIA IN 1894. 


In its issue for the 2nd March, the “ Adelaide Observer ” 
publishes a statement showing at a glance the extent of the 
foreign and intercolonial trade of South Australia in 1894, 

The intercolonial commerce has declined in value during the 
year by the sum of 2,005,528/.; trade “inwards” having fallen 
off to the extent of 1,694,674/, and “outwards” to the extent of 
310,854/. On the same basis, the foreign interchange shows a 
decrease of 864,144/., or a diminution in the value of the total 
trade in 1894 as compared with 1893 of 2,869,672/. How serious 
an effect this heavy falling off in business must have had upon 
the general industrial condition of the community, upon the 
profits of producers and merchants, upon the amount spent in 
wages, and in payment for the carriage of goods it requires no 
argument to demonstrate. 

Examining the record of imports it is found that whereas the 
total value in 1893 was 7,934,200/, in 1894 it had dropped to 
6,226,6901. The deficiency is partly due to the fall in prices. In 
1894 the purchases from the United Kingdom were valued at 
1,899,6821.; from British possessions, including the Australian 
Colonies, 3,753,968/, and from Foreign States, 573,040/, The 
chief falling off is in the case of the second class of customers. 
Except as regards the two island colonies the trade during the past 
12 months with adjoining colonies has materially decreased. For 
much of this business South Australia merely acts as transport 
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agent, but even in that capacity she gets the benefit of the 
earrier’s profits and of wharfage and transhipping charges. The 
decline in the imports from New South Wales amounts to close 
upon a million sterling, and from Victoria, 670,761/. Even the 
purchases from Western Australia fell off to the tune of 38,925/. 
Taking quantities alone, and leaving prices out of account, there 
was-last-year a general contraction in the imports, the volume of 
them having been less in 1894 than it had been for a long time 
previously. 

Turning to the position occupied as suppliers of commodities, 
it is seen that here too a decrease is to be noted, re-exports being, 
mainly responsible for the reduction. These fell off to the extent 
of 1,205,951/. Staple exports, however, and this is the most en- 
couraging feature of all, increased by 43,7891, despite the heavy 
fall in prices. The decrease in total exports, as will be seen from 
the statement of imports received at Cockburn, the Border 
station, is mainly owing to the decline in the mining industry at 
Broken Hill. These fell from 3,188,7382. in 1893 to 2,156,990/2. 
in 1894. The most encouraging figures in the trade returns are 
those which show an expansion in the shipment of produce, an 
expansion which mainly consists of comparatively new staples. 
Among these, butter takes the lead with an increase of over 
33,000/., but it is everywhere evident that more attention is now 


being devoted to the utilization of hitherto neglected industries 
What is true of butter now will, it is believed, be true of bacon, 
eggs, fresh and dried fruits, and other products before long. 


‘TrRAFFic EARNINGS IN NEw WALES. 


{t appears from a communication received at the Board of 
Trade from Mr. 8. Yardley, the secretary of the New South 
Wales Government Agency, that the traffic earnings of the New 
South Wales railways in January last sumounted to 240,7632, 
and in February to 201,108/, as against 246,926/. and 199,388/. 


respectively in the corresponding months of 1894. The length 


of line open being 2,531 miles. 

As regards tramways, the receipts for January amounted to 
25,690/., and for February 22,961/., compared with 25,8111 and 
20,8131. respectively in the corresponding months of 1894. The 
length of line open being 61 miles. 


Export oF TASMANIAN APPLES. 


The “ Adelaide Observer” of the 23rd March says that it: is 
expected that about 150,000 cases of apples will be shipped from 
Tasmania to England during the season of 1895. The Govern- 
ment will guarantee freight on 30,000 cases, which will be 
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collected from the growers, but shippers of the remainder will 
make their own arrangements with regard to freight. All fruit 
sent per contract ships will be subject to imspection, and any 
that is not up to mark will be rejected. Cleopatras, Adam’s 
Pearmains, and Scarlet Nonpariels are to be not less than 2} in. 
diameter; and Sturmer Pippins, French Crabs, and Ribstone 
Pippins 2} in diameter. Two or three of the largest. mercantile 
firms have made much trouble by threatening to neither purchase 
nor make advances forward by “ outside boats,” meaning those 
in which the 30,000 cases to be guaranteed by the Government 
are to be sent. The firms in question evidently regard the trade 
as something worth looking after, and are perhaps jealous of any 
others being admitted to share in their profits. 


Fuax CULTIVATION IN CANADA. 


The “ Canadian Gazette” states that in his annual report for 1894, 
the Canadian Minister of Agriculture calls attention to a branch 
of agriculture which is assuming proportions that bid fair to bring 
it prominently into notice, viz., the cultivation of flax, both from 
the value of the seed, as well as of the fibre, and reminds farmers 
of the advisability of growing this crop for seed in Manitoba, and 
for both seed and fibre in Ontario. 


The price realised by the flax seed in 1894—the yield of which 
in Ontario is estimated at ten bushels per acre, the fibre being 
also valuable, whilst nearly double the amount of seed is raised in 
Manitoba, the fibre, however, in that province being without value 
—ranged at one dollar and upwards per bushel. he Mennonite 
settlers in Manitoba w flax in large quantities. Manitoba 
seed finds a ready market in Ontario ; the flax mills of Baden in 
Waterloo County paid out 150,000 dols. to the Pembina Men- 
nonite settlers for this seed this year. These mills extract linseed 
oil from the seed, and the residue, known as flax-seed cake, finds a 
ready market in Europe. The mills above mentioned, export 100 
tons of this cake per week, to the United Kingdom. 

Very little of this is, the Minister says, consumed in Canada, 
only an occasional car-load being sent to Quebec for feeding pur- 
poses, which realises 25 dols. per ton, or about 1} cents per Ib. 
Out of one bushel of flax-seed about 40 lbs. of cake are returned, 
and the balance is pure oil and refuse. The Mennonites sow flax 
as a catch crop after they can no longer sow wheat in the month 
of May, or on land newly broken by the process of simple harrow- 
ing. They use not more than half a bushel of seed to the acre, 
experience having shown that by sowing it thin the plant bushes 
out so as to obtain the largest possible amount of seed. The seed 
also being very small in size, one half-bushel to the acre would 
give to that area a larger number of grains to the acre than.a 
bushel and a half or, possibly, two bushels of wheat, The soil for 
flax should not be too rich where the object is to obtain fibre, and 
it should never be grown on the application of fresh manure. 
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It is asserted that the richness of the soil in Manitoba accounts 
for the fibre not possessing the strength of that grown in Ontario. 
and the same fact is reported in many ef the Western United 
States, where hundreds of thousands of bushels of flax are grown 
for the seed alone, the fibre being found to be useless. The 
manager of the Baden mills expresses the opinion, based on large 
experience, that flax could not be considered an exhaustive crop 
as respects the soil, but the land requires to be kept perfectly 
clean. The latter is the test insisted on, rather than richness of 
the soil, the latter not being favourable to the growth of fibre, 
although conducive to large yields of seed. These are conditions 
which seem to make the crop specially valuable on the rich 
prairies of Manitoba and the North-west for the seed product. 
Owing to the drought of last summer in Manitoba, flax sown in 
May by the Mennonites did not come up until June, and after 
that its growth was very rapid, and the seed ripened well. This 
rapidity of growth should, the Minister adds, make it a valuable 
crop for the short seasons of the Canadian North-west. 


Gotp Minine 1n CANADA. 


The Toronto “Monetary Times,” of the 12th April, with 

ard to gold mining says, what is needed for the development of 
Quebec’s gold industry is the examination of her gold fields, from 
an economic point of view, by a thoroughly practical as well as 
scientific mining engineer. 

There remains to be mentioned the gold fields of Ontario, and 
while it is admitted that this province is not so much in need of 
good advice in this industry as Quebec, the gold fields are reported 
young as regards Rainy River and Lake of the Woods, and 
refractory with respect to Marmora and Madoc. 

Writing in April 1894, Mr. Archibald Blue, Director of the 
Bureau of Mines for Ontario, stated that the prospect of gold 
mining in the province had greatly improved and that there was 
province of increased activity. The report itself declares that 
many believe that modern equipment and new modes of treatment 
may result in profit on properties not hitherto successful. The 
Rainy Lake discoveries of 1893 are mentioned, and around Lake 
Wahnapite ores of much promise will, if the samples indicate the 
general character of the ore, “merit and reward the attention of 
the gold seekerz.” 

But not to go so far afield as either of these places, a dozen 
pages of the report are devoted to the gold mines of the 

oc and Marmora region. Respecting the quartz veins that 
characterise part of Marmora and Belmont townships, different 
reports, says Mr. Blue, concur in the opinion that the veins are 
true lodes, that the cost of mining and milling the ore should not 
exceed 4 dols. per ton, and that an average yield of 10 dols. per 
ton should realise a good profit. 


| 
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VALUABLE IRON Deposits IN QUEBEC. 


There is, according to the “ Canadian Gazette” of the 
18th April last, much activity among the miners in Little Lake 
St. Francis district, Quebec, as the iron deposits there have been 
proved to be valuable. Mr. Hugh Leonard, of Stornoway, who 
has a mine at Little Lake St. Francis, tells Canadian reporters 
that he has just shipped from Portland to Liverpool 400 tons of 
chrome iron. The mine was only opened last autumn. The ore 
yields the high average of 50 per cent. of pure material. 

There is, stretching for miles throughout that section of the 
country, in the vicinity of the Black Lake region, a vast belt of 
rocks containing pockets, more or less disconnected, of this rare 
and valuable mineral. The excitement prevailing amongst those 
already interested in its development is great, and all the miners 
have implicit faith in the existence of extensive deposits of the 
precious metal. Mr. Leonard says that operations are being 
carried on this spring in the whole region with increased 
activity. 


OnTARIO MINERALS, 


The “ Toronto Monetary Times” for the 5th April, gives the 
figures for the mineral output of Ontario for 1894. 

Comparing them with the previous year, it is found that while 
a decrease is shown in the products of the stone quarry and in the 
make of common brick, yet there is a considerable increase in the 
output of pressed brick and terra cotta. Pottery shows an 
enlarged product and so does gypsum, but there is a decline in 
salt production, as indeed these is also in petroleum, two industries 
which are of no small moment to considerable areas in Western 
Ontaric. Nickel and copper mining exhibit improvement ; the 
number of hands employed is increased from 495 to 655, and the 
quantity and value of the output are both much larger. Natural 
gas shows a lessened production. 


Forrmign TRADE OF CypRUS FOR THE YEAR 1894, 


The “Cyprus Gazette,” for the 29th March, contains returns of 
the foreign trade of Cyprus for the year 1894. From these 
returns it appears that the value of the imports amounted to 
255,624, and that of the exports to 256,909/. The entries of 
vessels engaged in the foreign trade for the same year were 1,218, 
with a tonnage of 233,633, and 1,195 vessels with a tonnage of 
229,841 cleared. 
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REVENUE ReEtuRNS OF CAPE COLONY. 


It appears from a communication received from the Agent- 
General for the Cape of Good Hope, that the revenue received 
in the month of February last, amounted to 378,982/., showing a 
net decrease of 38,229/. below the amount for the corresponding 
month of 1894. For the eight months ended February last, the 
revenue was 3,426,177/., giving a net increase of 96,6611. over the 
amount for the corresponding period of 1893-4. 


| 

| 

| 
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XVI.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
_ HE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Blachburn.—The quarterly meeting of the Blackburn Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 29th April, under the presidency of 
of Mr. Henry Harrison, J.P. Tae subjects under discussion 
comprised Indian railway extension, Indian import duties, and the 
sale of yarns. 

At a meeting of the Blackburn Chamber of Commerce on the 
29th April, the president (Alderman Harrison) referred to the 
extension of railways in India, and suggested that the Chamber 
might urge upon the Government the desirability of paying some 
portion of interest during the progress of the works, as a means 
of inducing capitalists to come to the front. The president also 
spoke of the Indian import duties, and said that a manifesto was 
in course of preparation by the directors of the Chamber, setting 
forth in detail the case of the Lancashire manufacturers as 
opposed to the duties, which would be laid before Mr. Fowler. 
Every month of operation of these duties would increase the 
spinning power in India and eat further into the vitals of the 
English industry. Mr. Carter remarked that there was no 
sounder method of meeting the imposition of the cotton duties 
than by opening up fresh markets, and for that reason he strongly 
supported the endeavour to promote railway extension. He 
placed reliance upon Mr. Fowler’s promise to apply redress if the 
English manufacturers could show that they were labouring 
under an injustice. On the motion of Mr. E. Hamer, it was 
resolved that the manifesto should be submitted by the directors 
to the Chamber before the members committed themselves to its 
terms. 

Bristol—The monthly meeting of the Bristol Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 24th April, Mr. Geo. H. Perrin in 
the chair. The principal business embraced the consideration of 
a report from the Parliamentary Committee of the Chamber 
dealing with Companies Acts Amendments, and suggested 
answers to the questions issued by the Board of Trade, the purport 
of these replies being that, without greatly increasing the labour 
and difficulties of the transfer of private undertakings to limited 
liability companies, there should be afforded more protection to 
that numerous class of investors who have proved themselves to 
be so easily led away by statements set out in prospectuses and 
the names associated therewith—there being at present little, 
if any responsibility attached to such announcements—and even 
when there was it was available only at great expense, and after 
the mischief had been done; and that the periodical balance 
sheets should be made reliable by a much more efficient and 
responsible audit. It was resolved to adopt the recommendations 
of the committee. 

The annual meeting of the Bristol Incorporated Chamber of 
Commerce and Shipping was held on the Ist May, under the 
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presidency of the Mayor of Bristol, when the report of the 
council was adopted. 

Dudley.—The annual meeting of the Dudley and District 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 30th April, Mr. Job 
Garratt in the chair. The annual report was read and adopted, 
and a discussion ensued on the Factory Bill. 

Dundee-—A meeting of the Dundee Chamber of Commerce 
was held on the 19th April under the presidency of Mr. J. C. 
Buist, when an address was given by Captain Joseph Wiggins, 
on the new Kaia Sea route to Siberia. 

Glasgow.—A meeting of the Directors of the Glasgow Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 8th April, Mr. Walter Duncan in 
the chair. 

A print of the Fatal Accidents Inquiry (Scotland) Bill was 
considered, and after careful consideration, the committee, although 
not unfavourable to the introduction of the English practice of 
goroner’s inquest, agreed to petition against the Bill as unnecessary 
in view of the Notice of Accidents Act of last session, and as 
inexpedient in respect of the double inquiry by the Board of 
Trade, and also by the sheriff and jury which might possibly ensue 
by the enactment of the Fatal Accidents Inquiry Bill. The 
committee also considered letters from the secretary of the Board 
of Trade Companies Act Committee, sending, by insiruction of 
Lord Davey, chairman of the committee, questions with reference 
to the Companies Acts, and requesting to be favoured as soon as 
possible with a statement of the views of the directors of the 
- Chamber upon the matters referred to, giving their reasons, and 
adding that it is particularly desired to obtain, as far as possible, the 
views of commercial men upon the questions raised, and especially 
as to an assimilation—and, if so, in what direction—of the law in 
England and Scotland in reference to mortgages and charges. 
The committee agreed to appoint a sub-committee to formulate 
replies to the enquiries. 

. Mr. Tullis, in moving the adoption of the minutes, stated that 
the committee had formulated answers to the questions regarding 
the Companies Acts. These, however, had been amended at a 
meeting of the committee that day, and, when reprinted, would be 
issued to the directors. In formulating the answers the committee 
had had the assistance of several experts, and he believed that the 
answers that had been prepared would commend themselves to the 
members of the Chamber. 

Halifax.—A meeting of the Halifax Chamber of Commerce 
was held on the 25th April, Mr. W. Gaukroger in the chair, when 
the following subjects were under consideration: factory legisla- 
“— Inland Revenue collection, weekly wages, and the month’s 
trade. 

Leeds.— A meeting of the Leeds Chamber of Commerce was held 
on the 25th April, the president, Mr. E. Slater, being in the chair. 

Mr. Marcan mentioned the unfair corditions imposed upon 
foreign commercial travellers in Sweden. A traveller, he said, 
while in that country, had to provide himself with a licence, which 
cost 5/. per calendar month. If only four or five days of any 
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particular month remained, no reduction was made in the tax, and 
if one firm was represented by two travellers, two licences had to 
be'taken out. ‘He thought some ‘representation might be made by 
the British Foreign Office, with a view to the licence being avail- 
able for, say, a month after it was issued, and to its being made 
out in the name of ‘the firm represented, and not that of the 
traveller.’ Mr. Marcan likewise drew attention to the fact that 
the Swedish Government required every bale of shoddy imported 
to be certified as free from cholera infection. This condition was 
imposed ‘at the time of the cholera scare, and the certificates, 
which had to’be signed by the Swedish Consul, cost 4s. 6d. The 
necessity for any such precaution had long since disappeared. 
The Corincil determined to draw the attention of the Foreign 
Office to these matters. 
Among other subjects which came under the attention of the 
meeting were, the rating of machinery, metric system of weights 
and measures, international telegraph code, and the free’ port. of 
Copenhagen. » 
Leieester—A general meeting of the Leicester Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 9th April last, Mr. W. P. Viccars in 
the chair. Mr. Rowlett referred to the question of the metric 
numbering of yarns. He said a resolution in favour of the metric 
system of numbering was passed unanimously at the Hudderstield 
Conférence, and arrangements were made to hold a congress on 
the subject at the conclusion of the late annual meeting of 
Associated Chambers. The proceedings of the annual:meetin 
dragged on so long, however, that the congress could not be held, 
but it was decided to hold a congress on the subject at: Bradford, 
such a step being heartily supported by Mr. Scarborough, of that 
town. A resolution in favour of the Arbitration Bill now before 
Parliament was passed. He informed the conference that the 
Leicester Chamber were strongly in favour of arbitration, but 
told them that the present lock-out in the shoe trade had been 
caused thrcugh the failure of arbitration, owing to the absence of 
any power to enforce awards, The idea was that if there was a 
local board of arbitratior, with power to examine witnesses on 
oath, the force of public opinion behind the arbitrator would be 
sufficient to ensure an award being carried out. That appeared 
to be a measure which was wanted, and the Leicester delegates 
supported the resolution. The President said that the Arbitra- 
tion Bill did not carry with if, any power of enforcing umpires’ 
decisions. That, he thought, must always be a matter for public 
opinion, That was the only force that could be used, unless a 
monetary fine could be imposed both on employers and on the 
various unions of the workpeople. _He thought the Board of 
Trade had from the very beginning of the dispute in Leicester 
been doing its utmost in a friendly way, and offered all the 
facilities it could for arbitration. They knew the Board was now 
engaged in trying to bring the disputants together, and helping 
them to find some basis of a settlement, and he believed it had 
done so since the very first threatening of this deplorable strike. 
The President said there was a general feeling in the commercial 
86992, G 
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community that the Companies Acts required amendment, and 
action was being taken by Sir Albert Rollit and others. At the 
annual meeting of the Associated Chambers it was said they 
confidently hoped some useful legislation in the direction of 
protecting the public without injury to proper enterprise would 
be the outcome. He (the President) had carefully gone through 
the questions submitted by the Board of Trade, and confessed 
that some of them were quite beyond his comprehension. He was 
not sufficiently acquainted with company law, and it was more a 
question for a legal mind. Mr. Rowlett remarked that the 
Government, in dealing with commercial questions, seemed to be 
going about it in a very practical way. Mr. Stanion moved the 
appointment of a committee to consider the questions, giving them 

wer to forward opinions thereon to the Board of Trade. 
Mr. Theodore Walker seconded, and it was agreed to. 


Liverpool_—The annual general meeting of the members of the 
African Trade Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce 
was held on the 29th April, Mr. Ellis Edwards, chairman of the 
section, presiding. The annual report set forth at length the 
progress made and the work done by the section in Africa during 
the past year. 


Manchester —A meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on the 8th May, 
Mr. J. A. Beith in the chair. The Trade and Merchandise Marks 
Committee had requested that an inquiry should be addressed to 
Sir W. H. Houldsworth, M.P., as to the practicability of obtain- 
ing the insertion of a clause in the Patents, Designs, and Trade 
Marks Amendment Bill now before Parliament, forbidding the 
registration of invented words in the cotton classes. A reply was 
read, stating that as the amending Bill does not touch the portion 
of the Act referring to trade marks, it is not desirable to introduce 
such a clause as that contemplated by the C ommittee. 

The African Sectional Committee had had under considera- 
tion correspondence which had taken place between a firm 
of African merchants, members of the Chamber, and the collector 
of Customs of Lagos, from which it appeared that that official 
was unaware of the amending Lagos Piece Goods Ordinance of 
April 6, 1894, which relieved importers from the necessity of 
marking upon tickets the number of yards contained in the piece 
as well as upon the fabric itself. Representations had been made 
to Lord Ripon on the subject, and a reply was read in which it 
was stated that the action of the collector was probably owing to 
a mistake. The attention of the acting Governor should be 
called to the subject, and it was observed that if in the first 
instance the complaint had been addressed to the Administrator of 
the colony by the Lagos agent of the complainant firm, it would 
not have been necessary to trouble the Chamber upon the subject. 
The board approved the action taken in the matter. 

Among other subjects under consideration were the following :— 
The Companies Acts Amendment Committee ; the Uganda rail- 
way project; Merchandise Marks Act; the telegraph and tele- 
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phone systems; the free port of Copenhagen; and feeder railways 
in India. ; 

The quarterly meeting of the members of this Chamber was 
held on the 6th May, Mr. Reuben Spencer, in the absence of 
Mr. J. A. Beith, presiding. In his opening address the chairman 
said that since the annual meeting of the Chamber on February 4, 
the only action taken by the board in ihe matter of the Indian 
import duties on cotton goods and yarns had been the despatch 
on February 19th of a letter to the Secretary of State for India, 
showing that as they now stood the duties were, in several 
important respects, protective. The letter was courteously 
acknowledged by Mr. Fowler, who said its contents should be 
very carefully considered. Mr. Fowler’s somewhat long illness had 
put the question into akeyance for the moment, but it might be 
expected that he would before long give attention to the repre- 
sentations of the Chamber and of other bodies with the view of 
seeing how far they involved the necessity of his making some 
changes i view of his distinct pledges that the duties shall not 
be protective. 

North Staffordshire—The monthly meeting of this Chamber 
took place on the 17th April at Hanley, Mr. J. Sherwin 
presiding. 

The Parliamentary and Tariffs Committee reported that the 
secretary had been instructed to arrange a conference between 
the Committee and the local M.P.’s, Mr. Folker, and the local 
inspectors of factories, to be held at Stoke, to deal with the 
Factory and Workshops Bill, when the Chamber’s objection to the 
Bill could be considered; and that the. secretary had been in- 
structed to call the attention of the leading chambers of commerce 
to the Bill. The report was approved. 

The minutes of the Railway Rates Committee stated that the 
secretary had submitted the replies to a circular received from 
the traders interested in the carriage of loose earthenware, by 
which it appeared that 13 were in favour of making application to 
the Board of Trade for its insertion in the Parliamentary classi- 
fication, two against, and one neutral. It was recommended that 
before proceeding further, the secretary be instructed to issue 
another circular asking traders to reply to certain additional 
questions. Also that Messrs. A. Sherwin and S, Johnson be 
a-ked to prepare a tabulated statement as to the excess in railway 
rates paid in this district as against competitive districts, and 
that it be considered by this committee at a subsequent 
meeting. 

The report was approved, 

Nottingham.-A meeting of the Council of the Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 6th May last, under the 
presidency of Mr, J. Billyeald. 

A letter was read from the Mansion House Association on 
Railway and Canal Traffic stating that a conference would be 
held on the subject at the Mansion House on Tuesday, the 28th 
inst. A communication was also received from the Associated 
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Chambers of Commerce in regard to the decimal system, and 
from the Edinburgh Association requesting the Chamber to 
petition in favour of the State acquiring the telephonic system 
and carrying it on as a branch of the Post Office. 

A resolution to the effect “ That in the opinion of the Council 

“ of the Nottingham Chamber of Commerce it is undesirable that 
“ the Sunday delivery of letters in Nottingham be discontinued ” 
was put, and carried unanimously, It was also resolved that a 
copy of the resolution should be sent to the Postmaster-General. 

Walsall_—The monthly meeting of the Council of the Walsall 

Chamber of Commerce was’ held:on the 29th April, Mr. W. E. 

Blyth in the chair. af 
The secretary reported the receipt of a number of publications 
relating to commerce, especially mentioning the “ Board of Trade 

pe in which was an article upon hides, &c. 

_ With reference to the proposed company law amendments, the 
president stated that the sub-committee had considered the 
question of company law amendments, and thanked Mr. L. W. 
Lewis very heartily for the careful consideration and able advice 
he had given to the sub-committee. The report of this sub- 
committee suggested that no allotment of shares should be made 
until a fixed proportion of genuine applications had been received, 
but that there should be no insistence on the provision that any 
set portion of the capital should be required in cash before the 
company was registered. They did not think that agreements to 
purchase, &c., should be subject to the sanction of the shareholders 
on the formation of a new company, but that all such contracts 
should be set out in the prospectus, which should also state on 
what proportion of the proposed capital the company proposed to 
go to allotment, and that there should be no power or waver of 
information as to the details of the proposed company, except as 
to trading contracts, which might be injurious to their business. 
They thought that a list of charges should be filed with the 
Board of Trade by every company, but on the question of 
permitting companies to mortgage future debts, &c., the committee 
was widely divided, as they were on the question of mortgaging 
uncalled capital. Some desired to have a portion of the capital 
uncallable except on liquidation, but others strongly objected to 
this as a temptation to “ wreckers” to break up a company in 
temporary difficulties, The company did not think that mere 
temporary advances should be registered. Many members of the 
committee were in favour of a compulsory professional audit, but 


all agreed that no special form of balance sheet should be 
preseribed, 


The president moved the adoption of the report, and that it 
be forwarded to the Associated Chambers. The resolution was 
carried unanimously. 

Among the other subjects under discussion were the following :— 
Prepayment of postage; railway harness samples; marks of 
origin on foreign goods; Trades Disputes Bill, &. 
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XVIIL—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Railways (Times of Trains). Return for the months of 
June, July, and August 1894, from the Great Western, South 
Eastern, London, Chatham, and Dover, London, Brighton, and 
South Coast,and London and South-Western Railway Companies, 
showing the arrival at London stations of all passenger trains from 
a distance of not less than 50 miles from stariing point, as shown 
in the published time-tables of the Company, in the form set out 
below :— 


Percentage | Percentage | Percentage | 
between between _—between Percentage Total 


Time tad $0 | 

to Time an over 

. 6 and 10 10 and 20 | 20 and 30 7 Number of 

6 rg Minutes Minutes | Minutes = Trains. 
Late, Late. Late. : 


| 
| 
| | | 
210. Price 1d. 

The above return is stated to be compiled from the guards’ 
reports or journals; and London stations to mean, for the Great 
Western, Paddington; for the Chatham and Dover, Victoria, 
St. Paul’s, and Holborn Viaduct ; for the South Eastern, Cannon 


Street and Charing Cross; for the London, Brighton, and South 
Coast, London Bridge and Victoria ; and for the South Western, 
Waterloo. 


It gives the information with rd to the running of trains 
during the months of June, July, and August 1894. 


2. Loss of Life at Sea. Return of loss of life at sea jor the 
year 1893. _ 212. Price 4d. 

This is a return issued by the Marine Department of the Board 
of Trade showing the lives lost by wreck, drowning, or other 
accident in British merchant ships (registered in the United 
Kingdom) during the calendar year 1893, distinguishing bet.veen 
those lost in sailing and in steamships. The A maa return is 


stated to be in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No, 32, of 
Session 1894. 


3. American Mail Service, Return showing the number of 
days, hours, and minutes occupied in the transit of Her Majesty’ s 
mails, both outward and inward, carried during the year 1894 by 
steamships between Queenstown and New York, and also between 
Southampton and New York; the return to specify the names of 
the steamers, and to indicate by asterisks or otherwise those not 
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carrying the mails under contract (in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper, No. 72, of Session 1894). 184. Price 14d. 

This is a return to an order of the House of Commons prepared 
by the General Post Office under the direction of Her Majesty's 
Treasury, showing in detail, leg i name of each ship separately 
distinguished, the date when the mails were .put on board ‘at 
each, port, and the date when they reached their destination, 
together. with the time.oceupied in transit in each, case, both, in 
then outward and.in,the inward, journeys, made during the year. 

4. Pauperism (England and Wales). Return (A.)' Compara- 
tive Statement of Pauperism. January 1895. 
Price 14d. 

This is the monthly statement issued by the Local Government 
Board. It shows that the number of persons (excluding lunatics 
in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) who were relieved 
in England and Wales on the last day in each week of the month 
of January was as follows :—First week, 737,886 ; second week, 
Mp third week, 764,250; fourth week, 770,436 ; fifth week, 

369. 


The number of paupers in receipt of relief in January 1895 
was larger in each week than in 10 out of the 19 years from 
1875, whilst in the last week, owing to the rapid increase in 
pauperism which: took place during the month, in-consequence of 
a very severe frost, the ntimber of paupers was larger than in the 
corresponding’ weeks of 17 out of the 20 preceding years. It 
was; however, smaller in each‘ week than ‘the number. relieved in 
the corresponding month in any year from 1857 to 1874. 


5. Pauperism (England and Wales). Return (A.) Compara- 
tive Statement of Pauperism. February 1895. 75 (A. L). 
Price 1}. 

This statement shows that the number of persons (excluding 
lunatics in asylams and licensed houses, and vagrants) who. were 
relieved on the last day in each week: of the month of February 
was as follows :—-First> week, 809,921; second week,,. 842,749 ; 
third week, 857,412 ; fourth week, 841,143, 

The number of paupers in receipt of relief in -February 1895, 
was larger in each week, than in any of the 21 preceding years. 
It was, however, smaller in each week than the number relieved 
im the corresponding month in any ‘year from 1857 to 1873, except 
1860. mei 


». 6. Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on the 
Regulations in Foreign Countries for securing the Honest Adminis- 
tratiawaf Trusts, Commercial No.1 (1895). C.—7641. Price 6d. 

This paper contains’ the ‘replies to a circular ‘nddtessed to Her 
Majesty's Representatives at Paris, Rome, Berlin, Vienna, 
Brussels, Stockholm, and Washington, by the Secretary of State 
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for Foreign Affairs, yoy to be furnished with copies of any 
State regylations in force in the United States of America, 
France, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy, Belgium, and Sweden 
and Norway, to secure the honest administration of trusts, and as 
to the office and remuneration of a public trustee. 


7. Treaty Series, No.7. 1895. Convention between Great 
Britain and Roumania respecting False Indications of Origin on 


Goods. Signed. at Bucharest, 1893. . Ratifiensions 


exchanged at Bucharest, March 1894, —7462, ) 4d. 


The text of this convention is on to be identical with that 
published in Treaty Series, No. 8, 1894. The present issue con- 
‘tains-a'liet of British colonies which have acceded to the Conven- 
tion under Article VI. The British colonies in question are as 
follows :—Newfoundland, which~ acceded “on” August 10, 1894 ; 
Victoria, on August 27, 1894; Queensland, on September 9, 
1894 ; and South Australia, on September 9, 1894. 


8. Emigration and Immigration. Copy of Statistical Tables 
relating to Emigration and Immigration from and into the United 
Kingdom in the year 1894 and report to the Board of Trade 
tiereon, No. 213, 1895. Price 


These are the usual tables together with the rbot thereon 
which are prepared and issued annually by the Board of Trade. 
The present issue gives the details for the year 1894, with the 
comparative tables for previous years, 
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XVIII.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


PortuGcat.—Macao declared infected with ‘bubonic plague 
from April 1st. Manaus declared infected with yellow fever 
from March 10th. 


Sparn.—Free pratique is granted to arrivals from Amoy which 
left after the 17th February. 


Matta.—The restrictions on cattle imported from Candia are 
removed, 


IraLy.—Sanitary precautions ordained against arrivals from 
France and Russian ports of the Baltic are abolished. 


Cyprus.—Ten days’ quarantine on arrivals from Gulf of Aden 
and Red Sea to Toor exclusive. 

The quarantine on arrivals from Cape Cavaliere to Makry will 
be replaced by medical inspection. 


GreEEcE.— Medical inspection is substituted for quarantine on 
arrivals from Turkish ports between Fenika and Mersina. 


Eerxpt.—Ports of Hedjaz in the Red Sea have been placed in 
quarantine at Egyptian ports in consequence of cholera; for 
healthy ships, not carrying pilgrims, five days must elapse from 
date of departure before pratique is granted ; ships with pilgrims 
15 days’ quarantine. 


Unitep Srates.—The following proclamation has been issued 
by the Governor of the State of Texas :— 

Be it known, that I, Charles A. Culberson, Governor of ,the 
State of Texas, by authority invested in me by the laws of this 
State,do hereby declare that quarantine shali be established on 
the Gulf Coast and Rio Grande Border on and after May Ist, 
1895, and that it shall continue until closed by proclamation. 
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Said quarantine shall apply to all vessels, persons or things 
coming from places infected by yellow fever, small-pox, or cholera, 
and all places south of 25° north latitude shall be considered 
infected unless proof to the contrary be submitted to the State 
Health Officer, and special exemption be granted to the said 
places, and persons from such places are prohibited from entering 
this State within a period of 10 days. 

I further declare quarantine against any person or persons 
infected or liable to be infected with yellow fever, small-pox, or 
cholera, either within or without the State, and direct the quaran- 
tine officers of the State and health officers of counties and towns 
to establish local quarantines around any and all such persons 
whenever discovered. The coast quarantine stations shall be 
governed by the following rules :— 

Rule 1. Every vessel arriving at any port in this State must 
halt for inspection at some point designated by the local quaran- 
tine officer, and no person shall board the vessel until after 
inspection, and then only when permission to do so is given by the 
quarantine officer, and all orders made and requirements imposed 
upon said vessels must be promptly obeyed by both officers, crew 
and passengers. 

Rule 2. Vessels from an infected place having had no sickness 
of an infectious kind en route, shall be detained and subjected to 
daily processes of purification, such as shifting cargo, fumigating, 
ventilating, pumping out bilge-water, and freely using disinfectants, 
for five consecutive days before being permitted to land either 
passengers, crew, or cargo, and a longer period, if in the judgment 
of the quarantine officer it is necessasy to insure perfect safety. 

Rule 3. Vessels from infected ports laden with such articles as 
cannot possibly be carriers of infection, and vessels coming empty 
from infected places, may be admitted after complying with 
above conditions and such other rules as may be prescribed by the 
State health officer. 

Rule 4. Every vessel engaged in the fruit business with inter- 
dicted places must conform to the rules prescribed by the 
Conference of Gulf State health officers at New Orleans, 
February 2nd, 1894, and evidence of such compliance must be 
submitted to the State health officer before a special permit will 
be granted. 

Local boards of health, civil and military authorities, and 
citizens of Texas are solicited to assist the quarantine officers in 
the execution of the above rules, and are earnestly requested to 
notify the Governor of any dereliction of duty by officers or 
employés, or any other facts that will give greater etticiency to 
the quarantine service. 

In testimony whereof, I hereunto sign my name, and have 
caused the Seal of State to be affixed at the city of Austin, this 
the 22nd day of March 1895. 
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Uruauay.—Tlie quarantine against Argentina is removed 
except for the port of Concordia, 


ARGENTINE ReEPuBLIC.— The Board of Trade have received 
through the: Foreign Office a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Buenos Ayrés, calling attention to the fact that ‘a vessel 
arriving at that:port from the United Kingdom, even though she 
may’ be provided with a clean bill of health from the Argentine 
Consul in this country, is often subjected to observation quaran- 
tine at Buenos Ayres if (previous to her arrival in. the United 
Kingdom) she had come from a continental port which» the 
Argentine Government considered suspicious for cholera, or for 
se"TPhe Buenes: Ayres Consul, therefore, recommends that the 
masters -of all -vessels sailing from ports on the continent of 
Europe to: the Argentine Republic vid the United Kingdom 
should obtain at such ports clean bills of health, and should 
request the Argentine Consuls clearing such vessels for the 
Republic to endorse in each case on the bill of health issued by 
them the fact of a vessel bringing a clean bill of health from the 
Continent. 

The Consul suggests that if this course were adopted it would 
often prevent a vessel from being detained, as the Argentine 
authorities, when deciding whether observation is, or is not 
necessary, institute inquiries as to bills of health given during the 
period which preceded the departure of the vessel from a port in 
the United Kingdom. 


ii 


‘ { 
i 
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‘XIXPOST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Mats FOR AUSTRALASIA. 

The following statement.shows. the despatch of Mails from 
London for Australia, New Zealand, and Fiji, up to the end of 
June 1895 :— 


Destination. Route. | De penn from 
tn r| Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - | Every Fri. evening. 
| (On same dates as 
Victoria, New South Wales, Vid Vancouver (or vid San 
Queensland,* South < Francisco) - { 
Australis, and ‘Tasmania (For letters, &c., specially 
| addressed to go by those routes.) 
Western Australia - - | Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - | Every Fri. evening. 
Vid San Francisco - Sat. afternoon— 
| May 18, - 
June 15. - 
New Zealandt - _ .J| Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - Every Fri.evening. 
(For letters, &c., specially a 
\| addressed to go by that route.) 
(| Vid Vancouver - - | Thursday evening— 
| May 30. 
| June 27. 
Supplementary— 
Fiji June 1 and 29 
ijit (afternoon). 
Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - | Every Fri. evening. 
Vid San Francisco - - | Sat. afternoon— 
| (For letters, &c., specially © May 18. 
| addressed to go by that route.) June 15. 


Parcel mails for all the 
above-mentioned colonies, || 1; very ursdzy 
except Queensland and trees the Thee morning. 

New Zealand - 


| From the Thames vid Mel- | Every Thursday 


June 12, 26, 


Parcel mails for Queens- | bourne. | morning. 
Jand§ - -)| Direct from the Thames vid | Tuesday morning— 
Torres Straits | June 4. 
mails Direct’from the Thames. - | Wed. morning— 


‘* On the 17th of May and 14th of June, correspondence for places in the North 
of Queensland (Thursday Island; Cooktown, Cairns, Townsville, Bowen, and 
Mackay) can-:be sent either; by the direct route of Torres Straits or by way of 
Adelaide. If meant to go vid.Adelaide on those days, such correspondence must 
be specially so addressed ; but correspondence for the South of Queensland is sent b, 
the Adelaide route unless specially superscribed to go otherwise. ‘ 

+ Correspondence for New Zealand posted in the week in which there will be 
a mail from London going vid San Francisco, and also, in the previous week, will 
be forwarded in that mail ; but correspondence posted up to.the evening of the first 
or second Friday following a despatch vid San Francisco will gain by being forwarded 
vid Italy. The Post Office will in each case send the letters, &c., by the best route, 
and there will be no occasion to superscribe them specially as to. route. 

t Correspondence for Fiji will be sent by way of Vancouver, unless specially 
superscribed to be otherwise forwarded, or posted in time for despatch vié Ital 
on the first and second Fridays following ‘the final despatch, Vancouver. 

§ Parcels for the extreme north of Queensland are sent only vid Torres Straits. 
Parcels for the rest of the colony are sent vid’ Melbourne, except when they would 
arrive more quickly vid Torres Straits. J 


t 
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Parcet Post WITH CERTAIN COUNTRIES THROUGH 
GERMANY.—REVISION OF PosTAGE. 


Slight reductions have been made in the postage charged on 
parcels for the under-mentioned places, the present amounts 
being in each case as follows :— 


Postage on a Parcel Weighing 
| 
Name of Country. More than 
Not more | ag angel 7 lb. but not 
than 3 lb. semen more than 
11 lb. 
vid. Hamburg - - - 2 5 3 0 
vid Cologne 29 8 2 
Chili - - - 8 10 45 410 
German East Africa - 4 2 47 5 0 
» New Guinea - - 3 10 4 5 410 
Cameroons and Togo - 3 0 3 4 0 
Italy vid Belgium - erate 2 4 29 3 32 
Montenegro :— 
vid: Hamburg - - - 2 0 27 3 0 
vid Cologne - - - 29 3 2 
Roumania :— 
vid Hamburg - - 2 0 2 7 3 0 
vid Cologne - - 2 4 29 3 2 
Samoa - - - 3 10 4 5 410 
Servia :— 
vid Hamburg - - - 1 10 2 5 210 
vid, Cologne - - 2 2 27 3 0 
Uruguay - 4 5 5 9 5 5 


Marts FOR THE WEST AND SoutH-West Coasts 
OF AFRICA. 


‘The following table shows the places for which mails will be 
despatched by the mail packets leaving Liverpool for the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa during the month of May 
1895. 

Wednesday, 15th May.—Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Accra, Lagos, 
Fernando Po, Cameroons, Batanga, Eloby, Gaboon, Mayumba, 
Loango, Landana, N’Gove, Nyanga, Cape Lopez, Fernan Vaz, 
Sette Cama, Black Point, Cabenda, Banana, Boma (Congo), 
Muculla, Ambrizette, Mussera, Kinsembo, Ambriz, Loanda, 
Victoria and Bibundi. 

Saturday, 18th May.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Cape Coaet Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados,. Benin, Sapelli, 
Warree, Brass and Akassa, 

Wednesday, 22nd May.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, Dakar, 
Rufisque, Bathurst, Isles do Los, Conakry, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Monrovia, Since, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, Lahou, 
Cape Lahou, Grand Lahou, Drewin, Grand Bassam, Assinie, 


Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Elmina, Salt Pond, Accra, Addah, 
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Quitta, Jellah Coffee, Lome, Little Popo, Grand Popo, New 
Calabar, Abonema, Bakana, and Degama. 

Saturday, 25th May.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Bonny, Old Calabar, 
Opobo, Benin, Warree, New Calabar, and Bakana. 

In London the correspondence should be posted on the previous ~ 
day in each case. 


Correspondence for Senegal (Goree, Dakar, Rufisque), the 


Congo (Banana, Boma), and Portuguese possessions on the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa is not sent vid Liverpool unless 
specially so superscribed. 

These vessels carry parcel mails for Bathurst, Sierra Leone, 
Monrovia, Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Winnebah, Accra, 
Addab, Quitta, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Brass, New Calabar, Old 
Calabar, Opobo, and Warree. 

The parcel mails are made up at Liverpool on the afternoon of 
the day before the departure of each vessel. 


86992, I 
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XX.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Forerien TrapE or THE UNITED Kinapom. 
Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unrrep Kixepom during the Month and Four Months ended 
30th April 1895, cane with the corresponding periods of the 


year 1894. 
Monte ENDED 30TH APRIL. 


I. Imports From ForeiGN CounTRiges AND British PossEsstons. 


Month ended 
30th April 
— Increase. | Decrease. 
1895. 1894. 
2 2 
I, Animals, living (for food) 599,778 714,970 | 114,392 
II, (A.) Articles‘of food and drink, duty 
free =| 11,885,692 | 77,079,979 | 365,718 
CB.) Asticinet food and drink, duti- 
=| 1,871,682 | 7,888,908 17,276 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 231,667 247,568 15,901 
III. Metals - - - 1,351,907 1,661,457 ~ 309,550 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs and tanning 
substances 4 571,941 569,251 2,690 — 
V. Oils - - 664,489 560,942 103,497 
VI. Raw materials for textile 7,092,876 7,338,021 245,145 
VIL. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 3,005,266 3,597,390 - 592,124 
VIII. Manufactured articles 6,228,021; 5,954,793 273,228 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - 1,241,128 | 7,888,642 147,514 
(B.) Parcel post - 97,011 74,660 22,351 


Total Value - | 84,341,358 | 35,075,787 674,423 


Il. Exports or BririsH Propuce AnD MANUFACTURE. 


IL. Articles of food and drink - - 768,931 781,178 - 12,247 
ILI. Raw materials - - 1,403,619 1,825,748 - 422,129 
IV. Articles manufactured aiid partly manu- 
factured, viz.:— 
(A.) Yarns and textilefabrics 7,487,427! 7,432,054 5,378 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - 2,232,083 2,426,068 193,985 
(C.) Machinery and millwork 1,272,489 1,449,444 123,045 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 612,515 604,692 7,823 — 
(E.) Chemicals,and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations 675,558 747,794 72,236 


(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured - 2,703,189 2,477,315 225,874 = 


(G.) Parcelpost - - 97,806 72,892 24,914 


Total Value 17,252,311 7,559,876 307, 565 


III, Exports or Forzicgn anp CoLontat Propvce, 


£ 
6,608,115 | 4810/3862 1,797,753 


Total Value - - 
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I.—Foreiagn Traps OF THE Unitep Kinapom—cont, 
Four MontTHs ENDED 30TH APRIL, 


I. Imports From ForeicN CountTRIEsS AND Britis PossEssions. 


Four Months ended 
30th April 
Increase. | Decrease, 
1895. 1894. 
2 2 & 2 
I, Animals, living (for food) 2,188,282 2,392,983 204,701 
II. (A,) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - =| 42,614,401 ] 43,988,616 1,319,215 
ay Articles of food and drink, duti- 
le - - 7,875,308 7,690,156 185,152 
Tobacco, dutiable 871,601 825,999 45,602 
{II, Metals 5,634,692 6,705,869 1,071,177 
IV. Chemical estuffs, and tanning 
V. Oils - 2,425,699 | 2,854,265 71,434 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 31,519,041 | 35,797,056 — 3,672,015 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries ; 
and manufactures 10,705,028 } 77,238,337 - 533,309 
VIII. Manufactured articles | 28,796,834 | 23,778,603 622,731 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - 4,458,681 6,056,944 - 1,598,263 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 372,907 274,042 98,865 = 
Total Value | 185,140,418 | 742,704,636 7,564,218 


II. Exports or British AND Ir1IsH PrRropuCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


2 2 
I. Animals, living - - 166,544 128,678 42,866 
{I. Articles of food and drink - : 2,913,767 8,085,103 os 171,336 
IIL. Raw materials - - - - 5,221,610 6,565,610 - 1,344,000 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - | 38,243,576 | 33,353,087 109,511 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) =| — 8,806,790 | 8,862,984 _ 556,194 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - *| 4,476,551 | 4,175,496 801,056 
(D.) Apparelandarticlesof personal use| 2,882,748 2,975,749 - 93,001 
(E.) Chemicals, and chemical and medi- 
mal preparations 2,690,970 2,992,172 301,142 
(fe ) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured =| 9,697,098 | 9,044,899 652,199 = 
(G.) Parcelpost - - 373,018 811,394 61,627 
Total Value = | 69,972,672 | 77,490,108 1,517,436 


IIT. Exports or Foreign AND COLONIAL 


2 2 2 
Total Value = «=| 19,749,796 whan 


I 2 


-_____ 
= 
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IL—Corn Prices. 


Return of the Quantities and Averace Prices of Britisa 
Corn, ImprriaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


[May 1895. 


| 


Periods. | Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
| 
| Quantities sold. 
} 
| Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus.| Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 6th April1895 - - | 29,536 0 22,634 4 | 11,960 6 
-| 37,240 6 15,306 5 11,866 6 
Soh 10,602 3 | 7,824 5 
- | 38,386 0 | 7,199 5 9,104 7 
April 1895 to - | 188187 1 | 55,734 1 40,857 0 
| | 
Corresponding month in 1894 uA 164,090 0 | 31,654 7 | 80,427 7 
1893 -| 259,775 2 | 85,315 0 | 41,297 5 
| 
| Average Prices. 
s. d. s. d, 
Week ended 6th April 1895 . 20 4 | 20 11 14 5 
13th 20 4 21 8 13 11 
20th » ° 20 6 21 2 14 5 
a 27th ss a. 20 9 20 8 14 2 
April 1895 - . . 20 5 21 0 14 
March 1895 19 11 21 83 13 10 
February ,, - - 20 0 21 9 13 
January » - ~ ~ 20 7 21 6 18 11 
December 1894 - 20 7 27 65 14 7 
November ,, 18 10 22 10 13 9 
October ” = 17 8 9 18 6 
September ,, - 20 7 23 11 15 9 
August - - 24 8 20 4 18 11 
July 24 6 2 19 9 
June - 23 10 23 8 18 9 
May ” 4 = = 24 7 25 0 18 8 
| 
April 189  - -| 7 7s | 88 
-| 14 2410 | «18 6 
» 1892 - - - 31 2 26 9 | 20 6 
» 1891 - - 88 27 19 
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IIL—Emicration.—Aprit 1895. 


Rerorn of the Numpers, Nationacities, and of the 
Passencers that left the Unrrep Kinapom for PLacsgs out of 
Evrorr during the Month ended 30th April 1895, and the 
Four Months ended 30th April 1895, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
British All for 
United Austral- of Good corre- 
Nationalities. States. asia, |Ho ope an and Total. eponding 
Month ended 30th April. 
English 5,080 1,517 523 1,051 592 8,763 8,067 
Scotch - - 1,012 101 6 20 66 1,315 1,496 
Irish - | 10,417 116 48 n 17 | 40,609 7,183 
Total of British) 16,509 | 1,794 617 | 1,152 675 | 20,687 | 96,376 
Foreigners - 5,656 502 22 213 130 6,523 6,083 
5 1 - 177 183 199 
Total - | 22,170 2,337 639 1,365 982 | 27,803 | 92,660 | 
Total for corre- 6,946 | 
4,4) 3 
Four Months ended 30th April. 
| 
English + + -/| 15,087 3,356 2,874 4,078 2,644 | 27,409 | 24,253 | 
| 
Scotch - - 2848 365 178 367 254 | 3,506 | | 
Irish + 16,212 249 152 70 95 | 16778 | 10,046 
33,601 3970 | 2706 | 4515 | 2,003 | 47,783 | | 
Foreigners - 15,492 904 69 1,085 17,996 15,807 
‘Nationalities not | 
distinguished } 8 838 874 
Total - - {| 49,108 4,381 2,784 5,608 4,277 66,653 54,794 
Titel 
3. 
5,629 879 2,745 4,998 4478 | 54,784 


TE.—The above figures, being made up at the after 
are subject to i in the ual Returns, the close of each 
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IV:—ALren IMMIGRATION.—APRIL 1895.: 


Return ofthe Numper of Arrens that arrived from the Continent at Portst 
in the Unrrep Kinepom during the Month and Four Months ended 30th April 1895 
compared with the corresponding Period of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atren Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4. ¢. 11. 


sect. 2.) 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, | Gothenburg, Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | Christian Dieppe. | Continental Total 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. Ports. 
1895. | 7894. | 1895. so | 1895. | 7894. | 1895. | 7894. | 1895. | 1894. | 1895. | 7894. 
Month ended 30th April. 
Aliens not stated to be en | | 
5098 274 1 194 =. 79 
Hull - 72 86 97 57 78 188) — 67 127 314 | 403 
Tyne | 25! — | — | 296) 259| 465| 47% 
Leith - - 60\- 66 9 | 2 |; — 23 42| 182| 
Newhaven - ~ — | 1,010 889 25 1,010 914 
Otl 135 | 43 146 | 102 174 — | 195 493 
- -| 64g | 687| 1011| 605| 982 | $3,268 | 
Aliens en route to America: 
Arrived at Grimsby 8 187] 496| 487) 487) — 225)| 797 | 807 | 1,01% 
79 144 107) 1,062 | 3,11 
Leith - -| 105| 790 13); — | or} 
Other ports-| — — | 417 | 775 52% 
Total - -| 21| 760! 2338 | — | — | 2260] 7,802 5,140 | 5,041 
Total of aliens en route and 
of aliens not stated to be 983 | 4,748 | 653] 7,409 | 2,896 | 2,287] 1,011} 890 2,865 | 2,534 | 8,408 | 8,862 
en route to America* ~- 
Four Months ended 30th April. 
Aliens not stated to be en | 
to America :* 
Total No. -| 2,586 | 2,654 | 1,487 | | 1,611 | 2,207 | 2,419 | 2,430 | 1,770 | -@,807 | $9,823 $72,204 
Aliens en route to America 
To = | 1,047 | 7,878 803 | 5,155 | 8,434 — | 5,178 | 848/|12,178 20,660 
Total of aliens en route and | 
of aliens not stated tobe +! 3,633 4,472 | 2,240 | 4,089 | 6,766 | 5,647 | 2,419 | 2,480 | 6,943 | 6,e98 |$22,001 fe2,864 
en route to America* - | 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive Strom Continental ports are reported 
to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens no | stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being wm fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to 
the Continent. (See Annwal Report on Emigration and Immigration, No, 213, Sess. 1895, and Monthly Emigration 


Returns. 
+ The ! rts from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, 1, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Laverpee) London, Middles- 
preugh, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The 
lists received from Dover, —— Ee Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons 
who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 
+t The number of sailors included with the aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of April 1895 was 916, and 970 in the same month ‘of 1894; in the four nionths ended 
April of 1895 the number was 2,812, and in the same months of 1894 the number was 3,783. - 
‘ote-—The above Return is in continuativn of similar Returns for previous years, but for convenience of reference 


the grouping of the foreign ports from which the immigrants come has been amended. The number of immigrants 
arriving at Newhaven, hitherto shown in foot-notes, is now 
comparison month by month with the previous year, 


shown in the Table, it being now possible to make a 


4 
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ENGLAND AND WALES, 
of Receiving Orpers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 
st April Four Months 
95 ended April 
1895. 1894. 1895. | 1894, 
= No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted 378 897 1,559 1,701 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations 
04. Publicans and hotel pepe, &e. - 34 23 183 127 
Farmers - - - - 24 29 112 113 
=a Grocers, &c. - - - - 22 26 107 102 
Builders - - - - 19 26 80 108 
— Butchers - « 10 13 44 42 
Bakers - . 11 14 42 50 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers 12 6 42 42 
Tailors, - - 16 5 42 34 
408 Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - 8 8 31 19 
474 Drapers, haberdashers, &c. - 8 9 28 38 
“ Agents, commission and general - 8 8 26 24 
6 Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 6 2 24 19 
— Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. - 3 10 23 29 
wsdl Clerks, commercial and general ° 4 2 19 18 
Saddlers and harness makers - 4 4 18 12 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. 7 18 13 
td Auctioneers - - 3 7 16 24 
258 Wine and spirit merchants, &e. - 5 2 16 7 
392 Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - - 3 & 15 23 
558 Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw mer- 
= chants and dealers e - 2 6 14 18 
144 General dealers - 8 3 14 10 
— Provision merchants, &c. - - 4 4 14 15 
$62 Solicitors - - - 4 3 13 13 
Merchants 3 1 12 12 
“= Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
hauliers - A 12 & 
Jewellers, wetehmahers, iaaporters, 
silversmiths, &c. - - - 4 10 12 29 
205 Carpenters and joiners - 6 21 16 
Ironmongers - - - 2 3 ll 14 
660 Tobacconists, &c. - 3 11 13 
Confectioners - - 4 4 11 12 
864 Traveliers, commercial, &c. -| — 10 | 4% 
Printers and publishers - - 2 2 10 8 | 
wal Restaurant, coffee, and eating-house 
en keepers 3 2 10 10 
Engineers and founders, = 1 5 9 
Directors and promoters public 
to companies - 1 7 9 4 | 
on Gardeners, florists, &c. 1 _ 9 8 
w, Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
es- manufacturers - - 1 3 9 g 
‘he Wheelwrights - 2 3 9 7 
- Clerks in holy orders - - - 3 4 9 6 | 
to Hosiers, glovers, &e. - - 4 — 9 3 
led Millers - - - - _ 2 8 8 
a Lodging-house keepers - - 1 4 8 7 | 
| 
| 
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Four Months 
- ended April 


| 
1895. | 189 4. 1895. 1894. 


Number gazetted in principal trades and | No. No. 
occupations—cont. 
~ China, glass, and earthenware, &c. 
dealers - - 

Furniture dealers and makers ~ 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters 
Hair-dressers - - - - 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 
Carriage, &c. builders - 
Stationers 
Cabinet-makers and upholsterers 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - 
Officers in Army - . 
Photographers - - - 
Cattle and pig dealers - - 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - 
Contractors 
Stone, marble, and monument masons 
Architects and surveyors 
Timber merchants and wood dealers 
Brokers, stock and share ~ 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors 
Booksellers and publishers - 


SORES 


| 


VL—Export oF Live Animas From IRELAND TO GREAT 
Britain. 


Return of the Number of exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ended 30th April 1895, and during 
the first Four Months of the Year 1895, compared with the cor- 
responding Periods of the Year 1894, 


April Four Months 
ended April 
Animals. 
1895. | 1894. | 1895. | 1894. 
No. No. No. No. 
Cattle - - | 52,753 | 59,702 | 179,054 | 793,230 
Sheep - -| 6,920 | 27,798 | 34,946 | 87,563 
Swine - | 39,935 | 46,977 | 254,977 | 227,644 
Gus 706 | 1,509 961 | 2,200 
-| 3,064] 3,699| 6,841 | 9,233 
Mules or Jennets - - - _ a 1 4 
Asses - - - - - 56 98 102 140 
Total - - - | 103,434 | 733,783 | 476,882 | 508,017 
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VIL.—Fisnery AND WALES. 


Sratement of the Toran Quantiry and of the returned 
as landed on the EnaiisH and Wetsn Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Four Months ended 30th April 
1895, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1894. 


A Four Months ended 
April April 
1895, 1894. 1895. 1894. 
QvuaNTITY. 

Cwts. Cwts. Owls. 
Bri)! 1,718 1,507 6,443 5,814 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 1,564 ue 7,605 7768 
Total prime fish . . 16,385 17,886 67,176 62,323 

Cod bd 68,929 223,319 4 
Hake - e 7,918 4,678 15,911 14,454 
Halibut 10,906 10,254 22,520 20,747 
Herrings - 10, 27,756 34,273 
- - 13,420 12,124 47,937 41,245 
Mackerel 76,062 57,356 89,592 
Fish not separately distinguished, except}) | 76,889 || 346,185 | 306,407 


Total - - 548457 488074 || 1,874,479 | 1,665,877 


Lobsters - 36,588 78,292 69,607 
Oysters =| 1,255,000 | 7,768,000 3,930,000 | 8,505,000 
Cwts Cuts. wts 


Other shell fish - 55,406 38,404 168,341 168,594 


VALUE. 

fn | | 

- - - - 437 16, 
Turbot - ° 28,180 25,132 105,406 104897 

Prime fish not separately distinguished - 5,018 7874 24,867 20, 
Total prime fish 89,784 78,746 349,444 812,462 

Hake 4,708 15,016 10,848 

Halibut - 22,723 19,898 48, 
Herrings 3,694 1,452 6,890 7,160 
Ling - 7,410 20,918 
61,135 67,748 252,758 | 978,967 

ish not se tely disti except 

ish not parat i nguish A 61,983 51,899 231,916 212,975 


Total . ae 432,750 || 1,648,539 | 7,662,466 


Lo 1,670 8,034 8,299 6,297 
Oysters 6,060 11,844 29,179 
Other shell fish 15,263 10,896 40,823 45,413 

Total - 27,442 29,535 63,556 94,188 


Total value of fish landed - 535,179 462,285 1,712,895 1,656,654 


Norr—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 


given are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 


| 
| 
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VIIL—FisHery 
StaTemEnt of the Tora, Quantity and Vatve of the Fis returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Four 


Months ended 30th April 1895, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1894. 


April Four ended 
1895. | 1894. 1895. | 1894. 
QuanNTITY. 
Owts. Cuts. Owts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - 1,721 1879 4,421 4,888 
Turbot - 332 835 945 928 
= 45,395 71,359 174,270 171,481 
el - - 903 1,209 7. 6,449 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill ~- - - 438 6,150 27,143 28 
Had 82,921 46,904 391,031 235,040 
Halibut - 6,251 10,659 10,641 15,294 
He - 14,070 18,892 111,750 
Saith (Coal Fish) 4,374 7,867 23,434 18,396 
ate - 8,537 8,887 33,460 27,324 
rats - - 1,130 7,081 
sk (Tusk) 1,587 2,985 2, 8,787 
Fish not separately distinguished, except } 4,008 8147 15,71 86,474 
Total - - + =| 210409 | 247,249 || 891222 | 797,408 
Shell Fish :— 0. No 
= 594,785 || 55,379 
ts Cwts. Cc ts 
Clams - 1,759 1,190 8,943 9,164 
Mussels ° 10,364 6,000 60,790 
Other shell fish 6,444 7,065 21,187 26,004 
VALUE. 
Soles (Lemon Soles; 46 161 
° ° 8,4 9; 
Res > 1,248 805 3,287 8,169 
= .| 16,850 20,614 69,943 74.995 
96,431 27,540 162,685 | 749,380 
Halibut - . - 6,921 8,148 13, 15, 
Herrings - - - 3,114 2,957 29, 30,472 
Lin - - 7,708 18,058 21,482 ‘32,209 
> 1,782 1,492 8,031 6,254 

Tusk 224 488 295 668 
Fish not separately distinguished, —— 806 1815 3,593 7,352 

shell fish. - e 
To’ - 88,281 88,977 361,836 868,158 
2 ° - 1,521 3,118 2,039 8,972 
Lobsters 8,054 8,870 7,045 8,715 
Oysters 211 174 7 652 
1,556 || 4,048 4.936 
Total 7,578 9,879 | 20,227 28,010 
Total value of fish landed - 95,859 98,356 | 382,063 386,168 


Nore.—Phe above figures are subject to correction in the Annual) Returns, 
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1X.—Fisaery 


Statement of the Torat Quantity and Vatue of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Four 
Months ended 30th April 1895, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1894. 


Four Months ended 
April April 
1895, 1894. 1895. 189 he 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. | Cwts. Cuts. 
Soles 177 214 || 651 655 | 
Turbot 100 139 || 338 363 
Total prime fish - . 277 853 989 1,018 
Cod 4,114 8,516 25,558 27,821 
Haddock - - . . 1 1,157 11,483 9,218 
hiting 970 487 4,667 
Fish separately distinguished, 2,986 8,986 10,654 19,187 | 
Total 36,738 115,490 105,176 185,818 
ish :— No. No. No. No. | 
Cwts. ts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish - 1,568 925 5,770 38,653 
— — | 
VALUE. 
2 
Soles - 830 880 2,909 2,995 
Turbot - - - - - 273 597 1,106 1,514 
Total prime fish - . 1,103 1,477 4,015 4,509 
ake - - 79 80 617 | 
Lin - - 7 8 4,646 | 
Mac — - - - - 16,103 35,153 19,847 85,322 
fhiting - 533 248 2,555 2,350 
separately 1,876 4,507 5,225 5,728 
Total - - . 23,640 41,596 54,802 68, 
sters - 295 2 4; 
Other shel) fish 269 146 881 4096 
Total - 707 861 1,854 8,340 
Total valueoffishianded - 24,347 42,487 56,746 72,277 


Notrge.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The yalues given : 
~are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


_ 
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X.—Cortron Returns.—ApriL 1895. 


[May 1895. 


Return of the Numser of Baves of Corron Import Ep and Exportep, 
Forwakpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Four Months ended April 1895, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1894. 


Month of Four Months ended 
April April 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
Iuports. 

No. No. No. No. 
American ° 222,544 158,673 1,697,487 1,396,203 
Brazilian 450 30,583 2,759 146,10@ 
East Indian . 3,488 80,343 8,755 73,779 
Gen 22,422 30,631 154,598 168,144 
* 4,793 10,259 19,098 26,187 
Total “i 253,697 260,489 1,882,697 1,810,412 

Exports. 
American - 22,723 14,149 76,524 67,249 
Brazilian - pa 2,150 5,858 5,263 
East Indian - 3,193 12,794 10,827 31,721 
— ~ 5,795 5,170 34,880 18,571 
~ 2,258 3,358 9,518 9,954 
Total - 33,969 37,621 137,607 132,758 
Forwak pep from Ports to Intanp Towns. 
American - 261,282 205,699 998,649 901,899 
Brazilian - 920 19,057 8,741 88,743 
East Indian - 1,175 8,621 6,145 | 24,379 
Egyptian - 28,980 25,168 119,762 121,986 
Miscellaneous - 8,122 7,912 43,513 | 38,061 
Total . 300,479 266,457 1,171,810 | 1,175,068 
Forwakpep from Intanp Towns to Ports. 

American . 521 276 1,458 855 

East Indian - _ 

i 10 — 
1385 51 331 219 

Total 827 1,799 


| 
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XL—Periopicat Returns OF Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the 


under-mentioned Countrizs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s. ; Franc = 9,5,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 955d. ; 
Gulden =1s. 8d. ; Drachma = 9,5,d.; L. Egyptian = 1/. Os. 64d.; 
Dollar = 4s. 2d, 


I.—Irorts. 
7 
l te for Period of the 
| Value for the Month, 
Name of Country. | ywonth. | 
1894, | 1898, | 1894, 1898, 
Russia in Europe -| Nov. - Roubles 86,839,000 473,024,000 | 887,685,000 
1895 1894) (1895) (1894) 
France -| Mar. - Frs. - 816,276,000 608,000 || 918,591,000 | 7,176,788,000 
| 1894) (7898) 1894) (4 
Portugal - - Aug. -  Milreis 2,508,000 
4 q 
Italy - -| Mar. -| Lire 107,414,000 261,899,000 
stria-Hi -| Mar. Gulden 61,376,000 | 60,977, 173,769,000 | 177,086,000 
Greece -| Dee. Drehms. 11,171,000 8,875,000 109,959,000 91,485,000 
Egypt ° -| Dec. -! L. Egypt 755,000 790,000 9,119,000 8,592,000 
(1894) (1895) (7894) 
United States -| Feb. - | Dollars 58,311,000 | 48,725,000 125,859,009 | 707,¢25,000 
(1894) (7898) 1894) 1893) 
Mexico*® - -|Nov. -| 3,728,000 | 3,889,000 18,887,000 44,090,000 
i (1895) (1895) (1894) 
British Indiat Feb, - Rupees 5,26,88,516 | 7,09,96,668 || 64,£5,61,822 | 67,40,80,760 
| 


II.—Exporrs. 

(7894) (7898) | (1894) (7898 

Bussiain Europe - Nov. - | Roubles 58,846,000 | 62,683,000 | 610,840,000 585,816,000 
(1895) 1894) (1895 (1894) 
France Mar. Frs.  - 267,779,000 1805,000 | 787,866,000 | 736,926, 
A Mitreis | 4766000 | 153880001 Sager 

Port - Aug - ilreis - 1,825, 1,780,000 | 15,941,000 
ortugal (1895) (7894) | _(1895) 1894) 


( 
Italy Mar . Lire 86,024,000 94,609,600 214,610,000 242,367,000 
i gary -| Mar. | Gulden - 58,041,000 | 77,398,000 168,055,000 | 776,927,009 
Austeie-Hun 1894 (7898) | (1894) (7898) 
Greece -| Dec, -| Drchms, 7,066,000 | 6,478,C00 || 74,291,000 88,034,000 


Egypt - - -| Dec. -| L. Egypt 1,760,000 || 11,884,000 12,782,000 


i tes Feb. Dollars 56,208,000 1$7495,000 
(i804) | (7898) (1808) (1898) 
Mexico* -| Nov. 5,712,000 5,492,000 32,497,000 81,086,000 

(1894) (7894) 


(1895) (1895) 
British Indiat -| Feb. - | Rupees 10,37,63,592 97816008 | 99,22,52,210 | 95,57,48,340 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Nortg.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “general.” “Special” 


means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption, in the case of exports, exports of 
domestic produce and manu factu re only. ; 
The aggregate figures are for the fiscal year commencing Ist July, 
+ The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 
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Trape or Inpia. 


(May. 1895. 


Imports and Exports into and from British Inp1a. 


I from Fi Exports to Fi 
mm Eleven Months ended Eleven Months ended 
28th February 28th February 
1895, 1894. 1895. 1894. 
R. R. R. R. 
I.—Animals—living 25,88,631 30,19,553 12,24,824 10,597,824 
IL.—Articles of food and drink 7,56,61,359 79160,e22 | 25,38,61,789 | 24,30,02,722 
IlL—Metals and manufactures of — 
A—Hardware and cutl 
(including plated-ware) 1,17,71,262 1,20,59,792 1,18,591 73,914 
B.—Metals =| 4,54,87,802 5,70,90,202 715,717 6,926,355 
C.—Machinery and mill-work |  2,22,49,655 2,34,25,914 4,865 540 
D.—Rail lant 
x (other than 
Government stores) 1,50,28,648 1,04572,298 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and materials -| 1,71,49,699 1,71,66,891 | 14,59,39,062 | 72,82,82,846 
V.—Oils 1,89,47,863 | 3,25,82,225 67,86,819 47,614,254 
VL—Raw materials and uumanu- 
° 4,01,80,588 8,58,47,177 | 37,36,90,482 | 39,92,65,848 
Vil—Articles manufactured and 
ufactured— 
A—Yarnsand textile fabrics | 33,02,49,732 | 32,86,98,08@ | 10,78,74,183 9,07,68,938 
B.—Apparel - 1,81,58,622 |  7,47,88,044 15,74,201 116,299 
O.—Other articles manu- 
5,00,93,466 | 15,97,76,776 5,40,68,190 4,60,48,709 
ToTaL 64,25,61,822 | 67,40,80,760 | 94,58,58,623 | 97,50,64,645 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Rerorts of the Annual Series, 1895, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. . 


No. Place. Price. || No. Place. Price. 
1490 | Berne - | 1511 | Taganrog - 
1491 | Copenhagen’ - - ld. 1512 | Baltimore - . - | 1d. 
1492 | Stettin - - - | 22d, 1513 | Mexico - - - | 1éd. 
1493 | Rio Grande do Sal =- | 1d. 1514 | Zaila - - -| 1d. 
1494 | Serajevo - . - ld. 1515 | Zomba - : - | 83d. 
1495 | Buenos Ayres - -| 9d. 1516 | Valparaiso - - | 25d. 
1496 | Florence - - -| 2d. 1517 | Charleston - - | 23d. 
1497 | Lisbon - - | 14d. 1518 | Serajevo - -| 1d. 
1498 | Paris - - - - 2d. 1519 | Saigon - -| 
1499 | Lima - - 1 1520 | Bangkok - -| 2d. 
1500 | Patras - -| i§d. 1521 | Tripoli - - 
1501 | Bordeaux - - -| 3d 1522 | Batavia - - -| 14d. 
1502 | Madrid - - -| 2d. |} 1523 | Dakar 
1503 | Amsterdam - - 1d. 1524 | Havana .- - -| Qd. 
1504 | Suakin - - - 1d. 1525 | Riga - Fa 
1505 | Angora - - -| Id. 1526 | Trebizond - -| 14d. 
1506 | Havre- - - -| 23d. 1527 | Pireus 
1507 | Algiers - ~- -| 11d. 1528 | Guayaquil - - | 14d. 
1508 | La Rochelle - -| 3d. 1529 | Marseilles « - =] Idd. 
1509 | Vera Cruz - - 2d. 1530 | Wuhu - - ob 
1510 | Puerto Cortes - -| 1d. 1531 | Riode Janeiro -~ - ata 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. —- Price. 


350 | Servia.—Report on the Mines of Servia - 

351 Denmark.—Further Report on the Free Port of ‘Copenhagen - - | 114d. 
352 | Italy.—-Report on the Volterra Alabaster Industry - ng. 
353 Italy. —Report for the Years 1892-93 on the Yield of Cascona 
in Italy and on the condition of the Italian Silk Trade to 


May 1894 ld. 
354 | Austria~Hungary.—Report on the Mining Industry in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina - 1d. 
355 | Russia.—Report on the Peasantry and Peasant Holdings in in 

Poland - 23d. 


Russia.—Report on the Agricaltural Position of Raseia ld. 
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LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


ANNUAL. 
No. | Colony. Year. No, Colony. Year, 
27 | Mauritius . - =| 1890 80 |G Gambia - | 1892 
28 ja - - = 81 raits Settlements - - 
29 | Hong Kong - - - 82 renada - 
30 ylon - - 1889 83 - 
os - 84 | St.Vincent - - 
32 - | 1890 85 | Hong Kong 
38. | Ceylon - - 86 | St. Lucia - 
34 | Newfoundland - 87 Islands - - 
35 amaica - - - [1889-91 88 | Gold Coast - 
36 Victoria - - | 1890 89 | 1892-98 
37 | British New Guinea - | 1890-917} 90. lon - - - =| 1892 
38 ‘incent -| 1891 91 | Zululand - 
39 rmuda - - 4 - - 
40° | Seychelles and Rodrigues’ | Britis Honduras 
' 41 | Gambia - - - 1891 95 | Lagos - - 
42 | Bar - 96 Sierra Leone - - 
43 | Turks Island - 97 | Fiji - 
44 | Bahamas - - 98 | Rodri - - 
45 | - - 1890 99 | St. Hele 
46 | Seychelles. -|_ 1892 100 | British Bechuanaland. + | 1892-93 
an ewfoundland - . -| 1892 
48 | Malta - -{ Jamaica - 3 - | 1899-93 
49 | Gibraltar - - - es 104 | Victoria - - =| 1892 
50 | Falkland Islands - 105 | Bermuda - - -| 1893 
ani - - 
53 | Grenade - { 1891° | 108 - 
53 | St.Lucia - - - » 109 Giraliar - - 
54 | Labuan - - 110 Baham 
55 | British Guiana 111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - 
56 | Zululand » 112 | Leeward Islands 
87 | Mauritius - - 113 | Barbados 
58 | Lagos - - 114 & 
59 | Straits Settlements - - 115 | ot 
61 | Natal - - | 1891-92} 117 | Trinidad and Tobago 
62 | Basutoland - - 118 | Falkland Islands 
68 | St. Helena 1891 119 | Rodrigues - 
64 | Sierra Leone 120 | Mauritius - 
65 | Jamaica - | 1891-92] 121 | Straits Settlements 
66 | Trinidad and Tobago -| 1891 122 | Labuan 
67 | Newfoundland - 1238 | Basutoland - - - |1893-94 
68 | British New Guinea - | 1891-92] 124 St.Lucia - -| 1898 
70 igues - on - 
71 - | 127 | Fiji - > 
72 - -| 1891 128 | Grenada 7 <a 
73 British Hondura 129 | SierraLeone - 
74 | Turks Caicos Islands - 1890 130 | British Bechuanaland - | 1898-94 
75 | Gibralia - | 1892 1892-93 
Leewart "Islands 131 | British New Guinea - and 
78 | Trinidadand Tobago 182 | Lagos - - | 1893 
79 | Malta = - » 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 Gold Coast - - + | Economic Agriculture, 
2 Zululand - - - - - | Fores 
3 Sierra Leone - - - . Geology and Botany. 
4 - 


Car - Advantages to Emigrants. 
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